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A new  C u s to m s  and F ishe ries  a rm ed  pa tro l 
vesse l, Oceanic Viking, is ready fo r  
d ep lo y m e n t to  p ro te c t A u s tra lia 's  sove re ig n  
in te re s ts  in the  S o u th e rn  O cean.

The vesse l u nd e rw en t sea tr ia ls  in 
F rem a n tle  in N ove m b er a fte r  an ex te ns ive  
f i t  o u t in p rep ara tion  fo r  its  ro le  in 
p ro tec ting  the  va luab le  Pa tag on ian  to o th fis h  
s to c k s  and A u s tra lia 's  b o rd ers .

M o d ific a tions  to  the  vesse l inc lude the  
m oun ting  o f tw o  .5 0  ca lib re  m ach ine  guns 
on its  upper decks and th e  ins ta lla tion  o f 
high-speed board ing  c ra ft.

The  Oceanic V iking is f itte d  w ith  spec ia lised  
navig a tion  and c o m m u n ic a tio n s  eq u ip m en t 
and a fu lly  equipped m ed ica l fac ility . The 
A ustra lian  A n ta rc tic  D iv is ion 's  (AAD) P o la r 
M ed ic ine U nit w ill p rovide m ed ica l 
eq u ip m en t fo r  the  vesse l and an 
A A D -contrac ted  d o c to r w ith  exp erience  in 
A n ta rc tic  c on d itions  w ill be con tra c te d  fo r  
each pa tro l.

The  a rm ed  vesse l w ill help C u s to m s  and 
F ishe ries  o ffic e rs  b e tte r p ro te c t A u s tra lia 's  
sove re ig n  in te re s ts  and va luab le  S ou th e rn  
Ocean f is h e rie s  and con d uc t year-round  
arm ed  p a tro ls  o f A us tra lian  w a te rs  
su rround ing  the  re m o te  Heard Island and 
M cD onald  Islands. The  area has rece ived  
increased  a tte n tio n  fro m  illega l, unregu la ted  
and un re p o rted  fish in g  v e sse ls  in rece n t 
yea rs .

The  1 0 5 m  Oceanic Viking w ill be used by 
C u s to m s  and F ishe ries  o ffic e rs  fo r  all fu tu re  
p a tro ls  in the  reg ion , rep lac ing  the  po la r 
sh ips Aurora A ustra lis and Southern  
Supporte r.

The Southern S up p o rte r w as resp ons ib le  
fo r  the  m a ra thon  p u rsu it and app rehension  
o f the  a lleged illegal fish ing  vesse l, 
U ruguayan-flagged  Viarsa /, in 2 0 0 3 .

The speed and endurance o f the  Oceanic 
Viking w ill b o o s t th e  capab ility  o f C u s to m s  
and F ishe ries  to  respond  to  and apprehend 
any ve sse ls  illega lly  ta rg e tin g  the  va luab le  
Pa tag on ian  to o th fis h .

In rec e n t m on th s , C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  have 
been engaged in h igh ly spec ia lised  tra in in g  
to  u nd e rtake  S ou th e rn  Ocean o p e ra tio n s  on 
board the  Oceanic Viking.

It w ill a lso  op e ra te  th ro u g h o u t A us tra lia 's  
exc lus ive  e co nom ic  zone . W hen no t 
required  fo r  S o u th e rn  Ocean p a tro ls , the  
vesse l w ill c a rry  o u t o th e r b o rd er p ro tec tion  
ta s k s  around m ain land  A us tra lia  and in ou r 
tro p ic a l n o rth e rn  w a te rs .

The  G ove rn m e n t announced  the  tw o -ye a r 
a rm ed  pa tro l p rog ram  in D ece m b er 2 0 0 3 . 
Funding o f $ 4 7 .8 m  in 2 0 0 4 -0 5  and $ 4 1 .4 m  
in 2 0 0 5 -0 6  w as con firm e d  in the  Federa l 
Budget.

P&O M aritim e  S e rv ic e s  w as se lec ted  to  
p rovide th e  Oceanic V iking a fte r  a 
c o m p e titive  te n d e r p roce ss  conducted  by 
C u s to m s .

The  vesse l w ill n o t have a p e rm an en t hom e 
p o rt as C u s to m s  and F ishe ries  o p e ra tio n s  
require  the  fle x ib ility  to  dep loy fro m  va riou s  
loca tio n s  around the  A us tra lian  coa s tline .
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