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In N ovem b er 2 0 0 4 , C u s to m s  and A ustra lian  Federa l Po lice 
o ffic e rs  in Sydney se ized  a m ass ive  8 2 0 k g  o f M DM A (ecstasy) 
ta b le ts  and powder, w o rth  around $ 2 0 0  m illion , in w h a t w as 
the  b ig g es t sing le se izu re  o f the  drug in A ustra lia .

Tw o people w ere  a rres ted  in re la tion  to  the  sh ip m e n t, which 
w as a lm o s t as much as the  to ta l a m ou n t o f MDM A seized in 
A ustra lia  in the  w ho le  o f 2 0 0 2 -0 3 .

P rev ious ly , the  b ig g est MDMA im p o rta tio n  in to  A us tra lia  w as 
3 4 2 k g  d etec ted  in a jo in t o p e ra tion  in Sydney in a sea 
c on ta ine r fro m  the  N e th e rland s  in June th is  year.

The  MDMA ta b le ts  and pow der in th is  sh ip m e n t w ere  a lleged ly  
found  in a bakery oven which o rig ina ted  in Po land  and w as 
a irfre ig h ted  fro m  G erm any to  Sydney in O ctober.

The con s ig n m e n t w as chosen by C us to m s in te llig ence  ana lys ts  
and x-rayed a t C u s to m s c o n ta in e r exam ina tion  fa c ility  a t P o rt 
Botany.

The exam ina tion  a lleged ly  revea led susp ic ious packages 
hidden in the  wall and base cavities.

A physical inspection  revea led  6 2  boxes a lleged ly  con ta in ing  
ap p rox im a te ly  1 1 5 kg  o f MDMA p ow der and 7 0 5 k g  o f ta b le ts .
It is es tim a ted  th a t a lm o s t th ree  m illion ta b le ts  w ere  con ta ined  
in the  boxes, bearing  a v a rie ty  o f logos and co lo u rs .

A subseq uen t tw o -w e ek  o p e ra tion  led to  the  a rre s t o f tw o  m en 
w hen th e y  a lleged ly to o k  de live ry  o f the  oven and accessed  its  
con te n ts  in a fa c to ry  un it in the  Sydney suburb  o f W e the rill 
Park.

A 54-year-o ld  Kings C ross  m an and a 32-year-o ld  N ew  Italy 
(no rth  c o a s t o f NSW) m an appeared in P a rra m a tta  Local C ou rt. 
They have been charged under the  C us to m s A c t and the  
C rim ina l Code w ith  consp iring  to  im p o rt p roh ib ited  im p o rts  and 
a tte m p ting  to  p osse ss  p roh ib ited  im p o rts . They have been

rem anded in cus tod y to  face  tr ia l in ea rly  January.
C usto m s N SW  Regiona l D irec to r David C ollins said the  a m o u n t 
o f MDMA seized in the  sh ip m en t w as "s im p ly  s tag g e ring ".

"Th is  is an o th e r ou ts tand ing  exam p le  o f the  e ffe c tiveness  o f 
C usto m s ta rg e tin g  s k ills ,” M r C ollins said. “Th is  sh ipm ent w as 
se lec ted  fro m  the  6 0 ,0 0 0  a ir cargo  c o n s ig nm en ts  th a t en te r 
A ustra lia  th rou g h  Sydney each w e e k ."

The re  is no doub t th a t the se izu re  o f such a large quan tity  o f 
MDMA w ill have a s ig n ific an t im p ac t on the  ava ilab ility  o f th is  
d angerous drug on A ustra lian  s tre e ts .

A ustra lia  is w o rk in g  w ith  ove rseas  law -e n fo rcem e n t agenc ies to  
inves tig a te  a s im ila r type  o f a tte m p te d  M DM A im p o rta tion  in 
Adela ide.

The o p e ra tion  began in May w hen Dutch and Belgian police 
sub s titu ted  ab ou t 3 6 5 k g  o f MDM A ta b le ts  in a pizza oven 
consigned  to  Adela ide.

Th ree  m em b e rs  o f the  synd ica te  a lleged ly  involved in the 
im p o rta tio n  have been a rres ted  in The N ethe rland s, Belg ium  
and Italy.

C us to m s and AFP o ffic e rs  in Adela ide con tinue  to  inves tig a te  
o th e r p oss ib le  A ustra lian  connec tions .
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