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A dvanced su rve illance  te c h n o lo g y  tria lle d  by C us to m s  C oas tw a tch  
o ff  the  W es te rn  A us tra lia  c oa s tline  could one day change the  w ay 
A us tra lia  m o n ito rs  its  m a ritim e  bord ers .

The  te c h n o lo g y  is a sm all p ilo tle ss  a irc ra ft equipped w ith  
su rve illance  s e n s o rs  w hich can rem ain  a lo ft fo r  m o re  than  2 0  hours.

Know n as an U nm anned A eria l Veh ic le  (UAV), th is  a irc ra ft w as te s te d  
ove r 1 0 0  hou rs  o f day and n igh t fly ing  in w a te rs  o ff  S h a rk  Bay, near 
C arna rvon .

W ith  a w ingspan o f ju s t th re e  m e tre s  and w e igh ing  on ly  15kg , the  
a irc ra ft is launched fro m  the  back o f a veh ic le  and re m o te ly  p ilo ted .

"W hile  it is to o  ea rly  to  specu la te  on w h e th e r UAVs w ill 
fo rm  p a rt o f ou r su rve illance  p rog ram  in the  fu tu re , the  

tr ia l is p rovid ing  C oas tw a tch  w ith  va luab le  in fo rm a tio n  ab ou t both 
the  lim ita tio n s  and cap ab ilities  o f th is  evo lv ing  tech n o lo g y ."

"A ustra lia  is a lw ays look ing  a t new  te c h n o lo g ie s  to  
m o re  e ffic ie n tly  keep an eye on ou r v a s t c oa s tline  and I 
unde rs tand  th a t in itia l resu lts  fro m  the  tr ia l are 
e nc ou rag ing ," the  M in is te r fo r  Jus tice  and C us to m s, 
S e n a to r C hris  E llison , said.

"UAVs are being exam ined  by m any cou n trie s , includ ing 
A us tra lia , because o f th e ir  p o ten tia l to  o ffe r  a cost- 
e ffe c tive , fle x ib le  su rve illance  s ys te m  th a t can 
c o m p le m e n t the  use o f o th e r a sse ts  such as a irc ra ft 
and su rfa ce  vesse ls .

C oas tw a tch  is rev iew ing  its  civil m a ritim e  su rve illance  and response 
p rog ram  to  d e te rm in e  how  b es t to  respond  to  fu tu re  cha llenges in 
civil m a ritim e  su rve illance .

"The  resu lts  o f th is  UAV tr ia l w ill be exam ined  as p a rt o f th is  re v ie w ,1 
S e n a to r E llison  said.


