
N A T I V E  L I Z A R D S  
S A V E D  FROM 
I L L E G A L  E X P O R T

C u sto m s o ffic e rs  in Sydney saved ove r 5 0  native  an im a ls  fro m  
being illega lly  and c rue lly  exp o rted  fro m  A ustra lia .

The  rep tile s  w ere  found  inside ten  sep ara te  p osta l packages, 
destined  fo r  Japan. The con ten ts  had been declared as 
A ustra lian  souven irs  such as t-sh irts , books and b oom erang s.

O ffic e rs  a t the  m ail-handling unit a t Sydney A irp o rt f irs t 
becam e susp ic ious  ab ou t the packages.

In ve s tig a to rs  es tab lished  th a t the  packages con ta ined  50  
sh ing leback liza rds, one inland bearded d ragon and one 
ea s te rn  long-necked tu r tle . The rep tile s  w ere  w rapped tig h tly  
in socks  and to w e ls  and ranged in age fro m  juven ile  to  adult.

Reg iona l D ire c to r N SW  David C ollins said the c o n cea lm en t 
d e m o n s tra te d  the  he a rtle ss  na tu re  o f w ild life  sm ug g le rs  w ho 
ignored  the  hea lth and w ellbe ing  o f fauna.

"W ild life  c o lle c to rs  pay high p rices fo r  ou r native  w ild life  
because it is unique, but the  rea lity  is th a t m any an im a ls  die 
b e fo re  reach ing  o ve rs e a s ," he said.

"C u s to m s  ta ke s  w ild life  c rim e  ve ry  se rio u s ly  and ou r o ffic e rs  
w o rk  hard to  ensu re  th a t A ustra lian  w ild life  does no t end up in 
the  hands o f crue l sm u g g le rs ."

It is a se rio u s  o ffe nce  to  take  an im a ls  fro m  the  w ild w ith o u t 
au th o rity . The  m ax im u m  pena lty fo r  o ffe n c e s  under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act is 
ten  ye a rs  in ja il, $ 1 1 0 ,0 0 0  fine o r  both.

The  rep tile s  w ere  held a t the  V e te rin a ry  and Q uaran tine  C entre  
a t Taronga Zoo in S ydney w hile  th e ir  fu tu re  w as d e te rm ined .

The c o m m u n ity  can help C u s to m s to  s top  illegal w ild life  
tra d e rs  in th e ir  tra c k s . R ep o rt susp ic ious  ac tiv ity , such as 

p oachers ' eq u ip m en t and unusual ac tiv ity  in 
bushland, to  the  C u s to m s  H otline  on 
1 8 0 0  0 6  1 8 0 0 .
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