
B R I S B A N E  M A N  
S E N T E N C E D  O V E R  
F A K E  D V D  I M P O R T S

The sen tenc ing  o f a B risbane m an to  
nine m on th s  in ja il on charges re la ting  
to  c o u n te rfe it d ig ita l ve rsa tile  d iscs 
(DVDs) w as the  f ir s t  sen tenc ing  o f an 
A ustra lian  to  a ja il te rm  fo r  o ffe n c e s  
under the  Copyright Act 1968.

Sydney G ran t Priscott,. 5 3 , was 
sen tenced  in the  B risbane M ag is tra te s  
C o u rt to  nine m on th s  im p riso n m e n t, a 
recogn isance  o f $ 1 5 0 0  and five  yea rs  
cond itiona l good b ehaviour a fte r being 
found  gu ilty  o f 2 8  charges re la ting  to  
im p o rtin g , p osse ss ing  and expos ing  
fo r  sale c o u n te rfe it DVDs.

The inves tig a tion  s ta rte d  in 2003 
w hen C us to m s  o ffic e rs  a t a ir cargo in 
B risbane de tec ted  ap p rox im a te ly  800 
c o u n te rfe it DVDs concea led  in a 
sh ip m e n t o f audio sp eake r s tands.

The sh ip m e n t had been sen t fro m  
M alaysia to  a fa lse  add ress in the 
B risbane suburb  o f Sa lisbury.

C us to m s  o ffic e rs  and Federa l agen ts 
executed  a search w a rra n t a t an 
add ress in C oop e rs  P la ins and 
uncovered  fu r th e r DVDs.

A fte r his c o u rt appearance, w itn e sse s  
advised po lice th a t the  m an w as 
con tinu ing  to  sell DVDs a t the  Eum undi 
Pavilion  M arke ts .

A search w a rra n t w as executed  a t a 
m a rk e t sta ll w here  fu r th e r  c o u n te rfe it 
DVDs w e re  seized.

T h e  sen tence handed dow n by the 
c o u rt is the  f irs t  t im e  th a t an 
A ustra lian  has rece ived  a p rison  te rm  
fo r  o ffe n c e s  ag a in s t th e  C op yrig h t 
A c t," the  M in is te r fo r  Jus tice  and 
C usto m s, S e n a to r C hris  E llison , said.

Th is sends a c lea r m essa g e  th a t 
a tte m p ts  to  f io u t A u s tra lia 's  cop yrig h t 
laws w ill be de tec ted  and punished.

"I c on g ra tu la te  th e  C us to m s  and AFP 
o ffic e rs  involved in th is  case fo r  th e ir  
d iligence and hard w o rk  in uncovering  
these  o ffe n c e s  and ass is tin g  in th is  
land m ark  case ."


