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2 0 0 3 - 0 4
P ro tec ting  A us tra lia 's  sove re ign  in te re s ts , record -b reaking  drug 
se izu res  and tak in g  the  fina l s tep s  to  sw itch ing  on one o f 
A us tra lia 's  la rg es t in fo rm a tio n  te ch no log y  p ro jec ts  w ere  
h igh ligh ts  fo r  the A ustra lian  C us to m s  Serv ice  in 2 0 0 3 -0 4 .

The Customs 2003-04 Annual Report said the re  had been 
increasing ly  d ive rse  w o rk  ca rried  o u t by C us to m s in p ro tec ting  
A us tra lia 's  borders .

A m ong a ra ft o f h igh ligh ts , C u s to m s carried  o u t the  long e s t 
p u rsu it in A ustra lian  m a ritim e  h is to ry , and m ade A us tra lia 's  
la rg es t se izu res  o f p seud oephedrine  and MDMA (ecstasy).

A 21-day, 3 9 0 0  nautica l m ile chase by C us to m s  and A ustra lian  
F ishe ries M anag em ent A u th o rity  (AFMA) pa tro l vesse l Southern 
Supporter ac ro ss  the  S ou th e rn  Ocean ended w hen the  a lleged 
illegal fish ing  vesse l, U ruguayan-flagged Viarsa I, w as boarded 
and esc o rte d  back to  A ustra lia . An in te rn a tiona l c on ting en t o f 
vesse ls  w as stand ing  by to  o ffe r  fu r th e r ass is tance  if required .

The Viarsa I w as e sc o rte d  in to  F rem an tle  m ore  than e igh t 
w eeks  a fte r it w as f ir s t  s ighted  w ith in  the A ustra lian  fish ing  
zone. The vesse l and its  catch ($ 1 .5 m  w o rth  o f Patag on ian  
to o th fish ) w ere  fo rm a lly  se ized under the  Fisheries 
Management Act 1991 in O c to b e r 2 0 0 3 .

S om e  m on ths  a fte r the chase, in D ecem b er 2 0 0 3 , C ustom s 
w as a lloca ted  funds ove r a tw o -ye a r period  fo r  a ded icated 
vesse l and a team  o f som e 6 0  sp ec ia lis t tra ined  rec ru its  to  
und e rtake  arm ed  p atro ls  o f the  S ou th e rn  Ocean. The f irs t  
in take o f 27  rec ru its  und e rw en t a special 19-w eek tra in ing  
p rog ram  and w as dep loyed on 3 0  June 2 0 0 4 . The pa tro ls  w ill 
use a civil c h a rte r vesse l equipped w ith  tw in  deck-m ounted 
.5 0  calib re m achine guns.

A m a jo r in te rn a tiona l law -en fo rcem en t o p e ra tion  involv ing 
C us to m s, the  A ustra lian  Federal Po lice (AFP), Q ueensland 
Po lice and the  Philipp ines Drug E n fo rc e m e n t A gency led to  the 
se izu re  o f the la rg es t illegal sh ip m en t in to  A ustra lia  of 
pseud oephedrine , an ing red ien t in the  m anu fac tu re  of 
am p he tam ines.

Five people w ere  a rres ted  and 1 .5  to n n e s  o f pseudoephedrine, 
th a t could have been used to  m anu fac tu re  up to  1 .3  to n n e s  of 
am p he tam ines  w ith  a po ten tia l s tre e t va lue o f up to  $ 3 2 5  
m illion , w ere  seized in the Philipp ines.

In June th is  year, C us to m s  com bined  w ith  the  AFP and the 
Jo in t Asian C rim e G roup (includ ing m em b e rs  fro m  the  AFP, the 
A ustra lian  C rim e C om m iss ion , N SW  Police and the  NSW  C rim e 
C om m iss ion ) to  m ake A us tra lia 's  la rg es t e c s ta sy  se izu re . Over 
3 4 0 k g  o f MDMA p ow der w ith  a po ten tia l s tre e t value o f $ 6 8  
m illion  w as d iscovered  by C us to m s Sydney con ta ine r 
exam ina tion  fac ility , concealed  in boxes o f w on ton  p astry  
shee ts.

The fina l s teps in the  e xp o rt s ys te m s  o f the  In teg ra ted  Cargo 
S ys te m  (ICS) o f the  C argo M anag em ent Re-eng ineering  p ro jec t 
w ere  m ade. The "g o -live ” date  fo r  the  e xp o rts  c o m p o nen t o f 
the ICS w as 2 2  S ep tem ber. Th is  te c h n o lo g y  w ill provide a 
sing le , coh e ren t and m odern  sys te m  to  rep lace num erous 
cargo sys te m s  developed ove r the p ast 2 0  yea rs .

C us to m s b oosted  b order sec u rity  op e ra tio n s  during 
2 0 0 3 -0 4  w ith  C u s to m s patro l boa ts  increasing  the  num ber o f 
sea days spen t on pa tro l by o ve r five  per cen t to  2 4 5 9  days. 
A t the  sam e tim e , C oas tw a tch  a irc ra ft conducted  m ore  than 
4 5 0 0  surve illance flig h ts  ove r coa sta l and o ffsh o re  areas.

C us to m s p rocessed  1 8 .7  m illion  people th roug h  in te rna tiona l 
a irp o rts  during  2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 4 .

M A N I F E S T 31


