
New Chief for JOPC 
and Coastwatch

R e a r A d m ira l J a m e s  G o ld ric k  is th e  n e w  C o m m a n d e r J o in t 
O ffsh o re  P ro te c tio n  C o m m a n d  and  D ire c to r G ene ra l 
C o a s tw a tc h .

H e has 3 2  y e a r ’s se rv ic e  in th e  R oya l A u s tra lia n  Navy. He 
to o k  o v e r fro m  R e a r A d m ira l R u s s  C rane .

H is p re v io u s  ro le  w a s  C o m m a n d a n t o f th e  A us tra lia n  
D e fe nce  F o rc e  A c a d e m y  and  b e fo re  th a t D ire c to r G ene ra l 
M ilita ry  S tra te g y  in th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f D efence .

In ea rlie r yea rs , he  served  as th e  C o m m a n d in g  O ffic e r o f 
F re m a n tle -c la s s  p a tro l b o a t H M A S  Cessnock. H e tw ic e  
c o m m a n d e d  fr ig a te  H M A S  Sydney and  la te r se rved  as the  
inaug ura l C o m m a n d e r A u s tra lia n  S u rfa c e  Task G roup .

D uring  th is  p o s tin g , he c o m m a n d e d  th e  A u s tra lia n  ta s k  
g roup  d ep lo y e d  to  th e  P e rs ia n  G u lf in ea rly  2 0 0 2  and  a lso  
se rved  as  c o m m a n d e r o f th e  m u ltin a tio n a l nava l fo rc e s  
c o n d u c tin g  m a rit im e  in te rc e p tio n  o p e ra tio n s  to  e n fo rc e  UN 
s a n c tio n s  o n  Iraq, inc lud ing  u n its  fro m  th e  R A N , th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  N avy, th e  R oya l N avy and  th e  P o lish  A rm e d  Fo rces.

J a m e s  has  a s tro n g  in te re s t in nava l h is to ry  and  
c o n te m p o ra ry  nava l a ffa irs  and  has  lec tu red  and  w r it te n  
e x te n s ive ly  o n  v a rio u s  to p ic s .

“ I a m  e xc ite d  by th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f w o rk in g  w ith in  C u s to m s  
and  ta k in g  fo rw a rd  th e  in itia tives  a n n o u n c e d  by 
g o v e rn m e n t to  d e ve lo p  A u s tra lia 's  m a rit im e  su rve illance  
and  re s p o n s e  c a p a b ilit ie s ,” he  sa id .

R e a r A d m ira l R u ss  C rane , a fte r tw o  ye a rs  as D ire c to r 
G ene ra l C o a s tw a tc h , b e c a m e  D e p u ty  C h ie f o f Navy, w h e re  
he is re sp o n s ib le  fo r  m a na g ing  th e  b u s in e ss  a s p e c ts  o f 
th e  Navy.

He c o m m e n te d  th a t h is t im e  w o rk in g  w ith  C u s to m s  had 
been an exc iting , cha lleng ing  and  rew a rd ing  op p o rtu n ity .
“ I have  en jo ye d  and  lea rn t a g rea t deal fro m  th e  d iffe ren t 
p e rsp e c tive s  and  s tre n g th s  o f C u s to m s  in th a t t im e ,” he 
said.
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