
Firearm parts investigation 
leads to major drug find
B y R o d  D an ie ls

C u s to m s  ke y  ro le  in sc re e n in g  all in te rn a tio n a l m a il has  
b een  h ig h lig h ted  in a  c a se  re la ting  to  th e  illegal 
im p o rta tio n  o f fire a rm  p arts .

A  m a jo r in v e s tig a tio n  b eg an  in A d e la id e  in 2 0 0 3  a fte r 
o ffic e rs  a t th e  In te rn a tio n a l M ail C e n tre  in M e lb o u rn e  
d e te c te d  a  n u m b e r o f p a rts  fo r  a  C o lt s e m i-a u to m a tic  .45  
and  a .38  C o lt d ia m o n d b a c k  h a n d g u n  s e n t fro m  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s .

C u s to m s  sc re e n s  all in te rn a tio n a l m ail to  e n s u re  th a t 
w e a p o n s  and  o th e r  p ro h ib ite d  ite m s  are  n o t illega lly  
im p o rte d  in to  A u s tra lia .

In v e s tig a tio n s  o ffic e rs  in A d e la id e , a s s is te d  by th e  S o u th  
A u s tra lia  P o lice , e x e c u te d  a  sea rc h  w a rra n t on  an  A d e la id e  
p ro p e rty  w h e re  e v id e n c e  w a s  fo u n d  re la ting  to  th e  
p u rc h a se  o f fire a rm  p arts .

C u s to m s  th e n  R eg io na l D ire c to r S o u th  A u s tra lia  V irg in ia  
Lynch sa id : “T h is  s h o u ld  se rve  as  a  se ve re  w a rn in g  to  
a n y o n e  c o n te m p la tin g  s m u g g lin g  fire a rm s . T h e  illegal 
im p o rta tio n  o f p a rts  fo r  p ro h ib ite d  w e a p o n s  is a  v e ry  
s e rio u s  c r im ina l o ffe n c e .”

C o m p u te r  fo re n s ic  e x a m in a tio n  o f a  c o m p u te r  se ized  
d u ring  th e  w a rra n t a c tio n  id en tified  e v id e n c e  o f a  s u s p e c t 
b uy ing  fire a rm  p a rts  v ia  th e  In te rn e t. A ls o  se ize d  w e re  
fire a rm s  p a rts  re la ting  to  tw o  Uzi s u b -m a c h in e  g u n s  and  
fo u r  S te n  g uns .

“W h ile  th e s e  w e a p o n s  and  p a rts  m a y  be fre e ly  ava ila b le  
on  th e  In te rn e t and  fo r  sa le  in s o m e  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , th e y  
c a n n o t be im p o rte d  in to  A u s tra lia  w ith o u t a p p ro p r ia te  
p e rm is s io n ,” M s  Lynch sa id .

A ls o  fo u n d  a t th e  p ro p e rty  w a s  a  la rge  q u a n tity  o f  h igh 
p u rity  M D M A  (ecstasy), and  tw o  la b o ra to r ie s  p rod u c in g  
M D M A . T h e re  w e re  5 4 4  ta b le ts  and  e n o u g h  p o w d e r to  
p ro d u c e  a n o th e r  8 7 0 0 . T h e s e  ta b le ts  a re  va lue d  a t $ 5 0  
each  o n  th e  s tre e t. P o lic e  se ize d  fo u r  h a n d g u n s , tw o  s e m i
a u to m a tic  a s s a u lt rifles  and  a  q u a n tity  o f cash .

A lth o u g h  th e s e  m a tte rs  s ta rte d  w ith  re la tive ly  sm a ll 
d e te c tio n s  in M e lb o u rn e , re su lts  h ig h lig h t th e  su c c e s s  o f 
c o o p e ra tiv e  w o rk  b e tw e e n  la w -e n fo rc e m e n t ag e n c ie s  and  
e x c e lle n t a na ly tica l w o rk .

C u m u la tiv e  s e n te n c e s  h a n d e d  d o w n  fo r  all S ta te  and  
C o m m o n w e a lth  o ffe n c e s  to ta lle d  five  yea rs .

Some of the.seized firearms.
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