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WHAT THE
BAR NEEDS

Inthe early part of this century an American Vice- President,
Thomas Riley Marshall, rescued himself from the obscurity
that usually overtakes holders of that office by observing:
“What this country needs is a good five-cent cigar.”

In one respect time has not dealt kindly with his proposition.
Changes in the value of money have produced the result that
a five-cent cigar would today be a disgusting article, quite
unlikely to be made of 10bacco.

Worse still, the recreational practice to which he referred is
now widely regarded as acceptable only when indulged in by
consenting adults in private. The ash-tray is as useful in polite
company as the cuspidor.

Nevertheless, the homespun wisdom underlying the thought
is to be admired. It is based on the recognition that to
complicated problems there are often simple solution, and
that the remedy to public difficulties may be found at a more
private level.

The problems of the bar in 1985 are more than sufficient to
tax us. We know well enough what we do not need.

To identify our enemies and declare them anathema would
be emotionally gratifving, but politically unprofitable. A
more positive solution may be to concentrate upon a revival
of our corporate spirit.

A new carpet in the Bar Common Room (iastefully
Sfurnished in the style of former President McGregor,
indulgently elaborated by Meagher QC, and now in a state of
aesthetic collapse) might draw more members to a central
meeting place.

There is reason 1o believe that funds for such lavish
expenditure will soon be available. However, the answer to
all our problems does not seem to lie in interior decoration.

If, however, an appeal is directed to the mind rather than to
the senses we may achieve a result. That is the idea of this
publication.

Itis hoped that it will provide, on a different level, some of the

Jacilities of the Common Room: a medium for scandalous

information; an occasion of privilege for defamation; and a

Jorum for ideas about the Bar.

What the Bar needs if a good free journal. The people who
have participated in this enterprise are (o be congratulated.
I1s success could be important 1o us all.

AM. GLEESON
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