
Letters 
Dear Editor, 

In the course of his curious article in your last issue, 
unusually replying at length to a review of his own book 
(and, even more unusually, personally bucketing the 
reviewer), Moffit QC suggested that, in some way (the 
vagueness of the point being his, not mine), membership 
of a body such as a "Labor Lawyers Society" is 
inconsistent with membership of, or support for, an 
independent legal profession. 

This is nonsense born of ignorance. Theoretically, it 
is obvious that for a group to share a general 
philosophic common ground with a government implies 
no necessary inability for the group to speak and act 
independently of that government. More importantly, 
the New South Wales Society of Labor Lawyers has far 
more often than the Bar Association had occasion to 
attack decisions of the Wran Government and, I venture 
to say, has done so far more trenchantly. In other 
words, independence has been amply demonstrated in 
fact. 

We see the essential justification for our existence in 
the deep political conservatism of the vast majority of 
lawyers and the promotion, unconsciously or otherwise, 
by the Bar Association and Law Society of conservative 
views and values. We jealously preserve our 
independence of Labor Governments because another 
role we see for ourselves is that of "keeping them 
honest" in issues affecting the law. 

If Moffit did not know these facts from reading the 
papers, as any lawyer with the slightest political tutoring 
would, a phone call to anyone connected with the 
Society could, in seconds, have established them for 
him. No such enquiry was apparently made before the 
slur upon us. 

Minor though this matter is, it nevertheless provides 
scant incentive for broaching the book so vigorously, if 
leadenly, trumpeted by its author.

Yours faithfully, 
Stephen C. Rothman 

Dear Editor, 
One enjoyed the light relief in your penultimate page 

item 'D.U.I.' (Bar News Autumn 1986); however may I 
respectfully submit a correction. 

I do so in respect of the "1950 formula," with the 
authority of being in practice since 1949 (in the true 
sense as suggested by John de Meyrick - same Bar 
News). 

I recall countless occasions when "Constable 
Careful" said the eyes were not just "bloodshot", they 
were always "bloodshot and watery", and the speech as 
not just "slurred", it was "thick and slurred". 

On pleas to D.U.I. the sum total of all these indices 
only ever produced an assessment of "slightly to 
moderately affected". They took on a different aspect 
however if one had the temerity to challenge them. 

They were good days and a good area in which to cut 
the adverserial teeth.

Yours faithfully 

G.G.Buckworth 

the NSW Bar Association

SIX 
LEGAL CARTOONS 

by Simon Fieldho use 

LIMITED EDITION 150 
SIGNED AND NUMBERED 

This is a rare opportunity to purchase a set of 
six clever Legal Cartoons by well-known legal 
artist Simon Fieldhouse. Each cartoon in the 
set of six is signed and numbered by the 
artist, printed on goatskin parchment, and 
measures 11" x 14". The cost is $59 per print 
and the edition is limited to 150 sets. The 
cartoons make an ideal decoration for a legal 
office or chambers. 
Simon Fieldhouse's work has appeared in 
numerous exhibitions and journals in Aus-
tralia. He is also a Solicitor who practises 
full-time in Sydney with his father. 

HANCERY ESTATES, 45 Macquarie Street, SYdn1

	

N.S.W. 2000. Telephone: (02) 231 2377.	 - 
El Please find enclosed my cheque for the sum of $59, which represents 

the first of six payments for the set of Six Legal Cartoons by Simon 
Fieldhouse. I understand I will receive the full set of six Cartoons now 
and will be billed $59 per month for the following five payments. 

LII Please charge my 
El Bankcard	 El American Express 	 El Diners Club card 

Card No. :# ............................... Expiry date: .............................. 
Signature .................................................................................. 
NAME ..................................................................................... I 
ADDRESS- ............................................................................... I Tel. No. .................................................................................... I 

ay return the set of drawings whin ten days of receipt for a full refund. J




