
Bar Notes 

Courts Attack Congested Lists 

The Supreme Court and District Court have by recent 
rules of Court introduced a procedure which, if used by the 
lawyers on their clients' instructions, will reduce the number of 
cases to be heard in those Courts. It is called "offer of 
compromise" under which the plaintiff or the defendant, may 
make an offer to settle the case. 

If the offer is as good as or better than the final judgment, 
costs are payable as follows: if the offer is made by a winning 
plaintiff, the plaintiff's costs of work done since the offer are 
payable by the defendant on a higher (indemnity) basis than a 
winning plaintiff otherwise gets; if the offer is made by a losing 
defendant the plaintiff has to pay the defendant's costs of work 
done after the offer was made. 

The sooner a party makes an offer the greater is the 
pressure put on the other party to settle because costs are at risk 
and increasing. Cases can therefore be settled much earlier than 
at the day of trial. 

It applies to all claims. It is not restricted to money claims. 
Payment into Court is not necessary nor is the former procedure 
of payment into Court any longer available. 

The procedure was said by Professor Williams to be the 
most distinctive feature of the 1987 Victorian rules. It is said 
to be successful in Victoria and can be successful here if offers 
are made. U 

Practising in South Australia 

Some interstate practitioners have not realised that in 
order to practise in South Australia even as a visiting Counsel 
it is necessary to obtain a Practising Certificate. 

Practising Certificates run from the 1st January to the 31st 
December in each year. Practitioners who do not receive trust 
monies in South Australia are obliged to obtain an exemption 
from the Registrar of the Supreme Court from appointing an 
auditor. They then lodge a Regulation 58 Statutory Declaration 
on or before the 31st October in each year to the effect that they 
neither received nor held any trust monies in this State for the 
audit year 1st July to 30th June. 

Normally at the time of admission the Supreme Court 
Admissions Clerk does remind practitioners of the need to 
obtain a Practising Certificate. However sometimes in the rush 
of the moment (especially insofar as some practitioners apply 
for admission on the day they intend to appear) the need for a 
Practising Certificate may be overlooked. U 

Middle Temple 

The Chief Justice of New South Wales, Mr. Justice Murray 
Gleeson, has been elected an Honorary Master of the Bench of 
Middle Temple. U

UK Bar Changes Advertising Rules 

The U.K Bar has removed restrictions on advertising and 
allowed direct access to their services by members of seven 
professional bodies. 

A meeting of the Bar Council on Saturday July 15 
approved new, simplified regulations on advertising in the Bar 
Code of Conduct, reducing them to the minimum necessary to 
conform to the British Code of Advertising Practice and main-
tain confidence in the profession. Under the new rules barris-
ters can, for instance: 

advertise their rates and methods of charging; 
use photographs or other illustrations; 
make claims about the nature and content of service 
offered; 
use clients' names (with their permission) in advertising. 

At the same meeting the Bar Council also approved direct 
professional access to barristers for advice and opinions by 
members of the following bodies: Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, Institution of Chemical Engineers, Institute of 
Taxation, Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland, Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland, The Institute of 
Chartered Secretaries & Administrators, and Incorporated 
Society of Valuers and Auctioneers. 

The other bodies granted direct professional access are 
the Royal Town Planning Institute, the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, the Institute of Chartered Accountants, 
the Association of Average Adjusters, and the Chartered Asso-
ciation of Certified Accountants. C] 

Bar Reading Notes Available for Sale 

Many members may not be aware that the Reading 
Notes are not only available to Pupils - but to Ll 
members of the Association. 

The knowledge contained in them has helped 
many a Pupil before his foray into a previously 
unknown (to him) area of the law. All the papers 
have been written by Judges or members of the 
Bar with specialist knowledge in the field. 

Some of the papers are general in nature (e.g. 
conduct of civil and criminal trials; evidence), 
others deal with specialist areas of practice such as 
the Commercial Division, Land and Environment 
Court, Bankruptcy, etc. 

At $300 a set, which includes two Bar Association 
ensignia folders for storage, they are good value. 

Contact Helen Barrett
Telephone (02) 232 4055 
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