
From the President 
This, my last editorial as President, is concerned with light and 
hope for the future at a time when darkness and lack of 
confidence abound. 

The harsh economic climate which has prevailed in 
Australia in recent times has not left the Bar unscathed. In 
common with many in other professions and in the managerial 
sector of our community, the Bar has suffered the effects of 
shrinking private and public funds. In the competition for 
public funds political reality dictates that health, welfare and 
education will be 
afforded higher 
priorities than legal 
services, even though 
the legal services with 
which the Bar is 
constantly dealing, are 
concerned with 
individual rights, both 
as against the State and 
as between individual 
citizens. The recent 
significant cut in the 
legal aid budget is but 
one manifestation of 
this political reality. 

In such hard 
times the Bar will 
survive if, and only if, 
it is able to 
demonstrate its worth 
to the community. 
This will best be done 
by an adherence to a 
standard of excellence 
which will ensure that 
we are more effective 
and efficient, in both 
the quality of the 
services delivered and 
their cost, than the 
alternatives which are 
bandied about by some 
politicians and some 
sections of the media. 

Putting to one 
side the battles 
between the titans in which the cost of even a long case is small 
when compared with the amount or matter iii issue, the present 
times dictate that only the real issue or issues in cases be fought, 
but fought with an economy of time which does not sacrifice 
excellence in quality. This will require a mastery of the case, 
both facts and law, and a careful thinking through of the 
essentials. It means we all need to work even harder on our 
cases, to analyse, to exercise judgment more than ever. It also 
means we must all sharpen our skills as advocates. If excellence 
is the strength of the Bar then to the extent that hard times mean 
fewer cases, they also mean a better-than-ever opportunity to 
develop and demonstrate our excellence.

After almost 35 years in practice I believe more than ever 
in the value to the community of a strong, independent, separate 
Bar and am confident that the hard times through which 
Australia is passing and which are affecting the Barcan and will 
strengthen the Bar, in the same way as steel is strengthened in 
the tempering furnace. 

Just as the Bar needs to demonstrate its excellence, so too 
does it need to demonstrate its cohesion. Some years ago the 
much loved Mr Justice Glass wrote a book entitled "Discord 

Within the Bar". It 
was a work of fiction. 
However	 it 
highlighted the 
adverse effects on the 
Bar of division and of 
internal dissention. 
Over recent months 
the hard economic 
times have tended to 
exacerbate latent 
divisions within the 
Bar. These have been 
a source of headlines 
for the media. 

Though eye catching, 
these have tended to 
be accompanied by or 
to give rise to articles 
which have been 
either lacking in 
substance or in some 
instances have been 
just plain wrong. A 
house divided within 
itself is more likely to 
fail than one which is 
united. Ihope that the 
most recent 
Extraordinary 
General Meeting will 
have cleared the air 
and paved the way for 
the restoration of a 
sense of unity within 
the Bar. 

There are many outside the Bar who will continue to 
attack it, Some of these may well be frustrated lawyers, others 
may have an agenda which is not overt, but which involves a 
reduction in the strength and the lessening of independence of 
our legal system. Let us not do the work of such people. If we 
believe in the value of the Bar to the community we should 
surely be able to co-operate to ensure that the institution of the 
Bar as we know it will continue to grow in strength, thereby 
providing a firm foundation for the protection of individual 
rights.

Let us make the worst times the best times. C) 
B S J O'Keefe AM QC 
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