
Eulogy at the Memorial Service for Norman Jo/in Travers (7Au gust 1924-19 May 1991) at Naval Dockyard Chapel Garden Island 
on Monday

 27 May 1991. Delivered by Judge J.L. 0 'Meally

defunct, its members then included some who now are Her 
Majesty's Counsel and Judges. Attendance at "Choir Practice" 
was not always an acceptable excuse for the late arrival home 
of some of its members, but Norman was quite willing to 
certify, in writing if requested, the cause of a delayed departure 
from Chambers. 

It was Norman's work at the Association and in the Navy 
which qualified him to be called as an expert witness in an 
action for damages before Mr Justice Mears and a Jury. A 
plaintiff was suing a brewing company for damages for injury 
he received when tapping a keg which exploded. Evidence of 
safe practice and proper instruction was needed, but lacking, 
and so Greg Sullivan QC, of course not then yet Solicitor 
General, who was appearing for the plaintiff, approached 
Norman in the Common Room and asked if he would give 

1 evidence on the plaintiff's behalf. 
Norman agreed and when called 
proceeded to support the plaintiff's case 
by giving the most outrageously 
inadmissible evidence. Unsuccessful 
objection after unsuccessful objection 
was taken by the defendant's counsel 
until, ultimately, it became too much for 
Mears 5, who was moved to say: "Mr 
MacGregor, please be quiet and let 
Norman tell his story." Thejury returned 
with a handsome verdict for the plaintiff, 
Norman remained working for the Bar 
Association for eight years until the 

in the sporting activities of the Bar. Each	 combined effects of the injury to his 
time the Queensland or Victorian Bars 	 ., /	 head, suffered while playing cricket 
played cricket against the NSW Bar, 	 '' 
Norman would he present to assist in the serving of potations 
and he was frequently a member of the NSW team. The defeat 
of the visitors, when it occurred, was usually the result of 
Norman's contribution in one or the other capacity. 

Nonnan was then, as always, a man of cheerfulness. 
Without ever prying, he took an intense and personal interest in 
the careers of young members of the Bar, especially those who, 
like myself, started at the Bar around the time he came to work 
for the Association. He was interested also in their extra-canal 
activities, in their romances, courtships and in their families. 
He was interested in their forensic successes and failures. 
Norman knew it was brilliant advocacy alone which secured a 
good result from a Jury or Judge and the blind perversity or 
crass stupidity of the forum which caused a bad one. 

He knew how to encourage and how to praise. If a young 
barrister, or one not so young, was down, Norman would stand 
him up, dust him of! and prepare him for the next affray. 

Without extra pay Norman worked long hours as the 
Steward in the Common Room. Sometimes he would bring 
Joy, "The Managing Director", he would call her, to the 
premises to secure his departure before 10 o'clock. The ruse 
was not always successful. Under his patronage and with his 
encouragement the Bar Choir was established and, though now 

The life of Norman Travers touched each one of us here 
and to some degree, large or small, influenced the lives of all of 
us. While we gather this afternoon to lament his passing, and 
to offer our sympathy to Joy and Greg and others of his family, 
let us also give thanks to God for thejoy and happiness his life 
brought to our lives and acknowledge the benefits we received 
by knowing him and the influence he had upon us. 

After 26 years in the Navy Norman came in 1966 to work 
as a Steward for the NSW Bar Association. He had been 
recruited by Captain Bill Cook, then Assistant Registrar of the 
Association, who himself had recently retired from the Navy. 
Bill accurately surmised Norman's presence would serve the 
Bar Association well. 

Norman soon settled into the life of the Bar. He learned 
its traditions and accepted them. Before long he knew the 
names of all the members of die Association 
and knew their likes and dislikes, 
particularly concerning brewed, fermented 
and spirituous liquors. As a person walked 
through the door of the Common Room, 
Norman would identify him, or her, and by 
the time he, or she, had arrived at the bar, 
Norman would have the usual prepared, 
poured and waiting 

He developed favourites among the 
members of the Bar and to these he gave V 

special attention at Bench and Bar Dinners 
and at other functions. 

Norman also became deeply invoived

againsla team trom weioyai Navy, and 
an increasing workload at the Association made it too much. 
His doctors advised a change of occupation and the late Mr 
Justice Riley invited him to join his staff. Norman remained on 
his staff until the Judge died, but continued to attend functions 
at the Bar Association until this year, giving special attention to 
those he knew and of whom he approved. 

He joined my staff in 1980 and we worked happily 
together for ten years. 

Friendship pure and unalloyed was Norman's special 
gift. In his friendship he gave of himself and freely. He came 
into the lives of many as a warm wind of Spring. Each of us 
needs friends with whom we can share a problem and in 
Norman's friendship there was a sense of understanding and the 
power of perception, kindness and affection, 

Norman had a great interest in people of all kinds. He 
enjoyed meeting people as he enjoyed being in the company of 
friends. He could mix easily with the mighty and the lowly, 
with the Prince and the Pauper, and he had the same set of 
manners.for all. Vice-Regents, a Cardinal, Chief Justices and 
Ministers of the Crown knew Norman and addressed him by his 
Christian name. 

Some years ago Norman and I were in Melbourne, and 
during the lunch hour we were walking along Collins Street. 
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Our progress was interrupted by one of two policemen outside 
an hotel and, at the same time as a red carpet was rolled to the 
pavement's edge, the Vice-Regal Rolls Royce pulled up. As 
the Governor of Victoria alighted, the waiting crowd applauded 
politely and His Excellency's eyes fell upon a familiar face: 
"Hello Norm," he said, "What are you doing here? I thought 
you were in Sydney." 

Norman was thoroughly and loyally Australian. He 
enjoyed and was proud of his service in the Navy and to the 
Law. He liked to recognise by rank those members of the 
profession who served as Reserve Legal Officers in each of the 
Services and, while he gave preference to Naval officers, those 
in the Army and Air Force were given tolerable acceptance. 
Those who having retired from the Navy came to the Bar were 
given special attention. 

Norman enjoyed travelling on circuit and took an interest 
in the work of people who inhabited rural Australia. He 
respected the toil of working men and women and no doubt this 
respect had its genesis in his own early life on his family's farm 
not far from Lithgow, where he worked long and hard. He 
retained the capacity to marvel and wonder at new experiences. 

Norman had no love of scandal or gossip and he respected 
the right to privacy. His dislike of others related directly to 
pretensions. He did not often praise or blame. His strongest 
criticism was to say a particular task could have heeti performed 
differently. 

Norman had a respect for tradition; it was a guide to him 
for what was proper and a guide to methods that had proved to 
be workable. This, I think, explains Norman's aversion to 
change. He had difficuilty in accepting that smoking was no 
longer permitted on the Court's premises and frequently 
disappeared to the Bar Room where obedience to such 
injunctions is not observed. 

Like Churchill's father-in-law, he did exactly what he 
liked and liked what he did. Throughout the time I knew him 
the only person who could get Norman to do something he did 
not wish to do was Joy, and I suspect it may have been the same 
when he was in the Navy. 

To those Norman knew, each meeting was accompanied 
by cheerfulness and a joke, frequently at the other's expense. 
This was because he had a capacity to see the true person free 
of all defensive layers and it confirmed his warmth and good 
humour. 

In his work with me Norman was a mall of loyalty, 
integrity and discretion. We enjoyed one another's company 
and took an interest in each other's family. On Friday last a 
greeting from Norm arrived at. my home which he posted in Fiji 
shortly before he died. With typical concern and good humour 
he sent his wishes to my wife and children, to my staff and to 
the Judges and staff of the Court. He thought he could remain 
solvent for another week. 

Norman's death was sudden and withoutpain. Arid now 
that lie is gone from us we extend our sympathy to Joy and to 
his family of whom he was the loving and much loved head. 

The capacity of the human heart to love means it must also 
mourn a loss; but we can remember Norman's deeds and thank 
God for the benefits and joys we received from his friendship.
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