
The Hon. Justice 
Peter McClellan 

Peter David McClellan QC was sworn in as a judge
of the Supreme Court of New South Wales on 30
January 2001. 

His Honour completed Arts and Law degrees at the
University of Sydney and, after a short time as a solicitor at
Hall and Hall, was admitted to the Bar in 1975. 

His Honour read with John Brownie. His chambers
for 20 years were on 6 Selborne and for the last 4 years
on 11 St James’ Hall. In his speech on his swearing in,
His Honour paid tribute to Murray Willcox, who
encouraged and inspired him in the law, and to his clerk
for many years, Les O’Brien.

His Honour’s leadership in the area of
environmental and local government law has been
widely noted. Commissions of enquiry also became a
specialty, with His Honour being counsel assisting the
Maralinga Royal Commission, and assistant
commissioner at the Independent Commission Against
Corruption and more recently chairman of the Sydney
Water Enquiry where, as has been said, he rapidly
became an expert on giardia and cryptosporidium. At
his swearing in, His Honour noted in respect to his role
as counsel assisting the Maralinga Royal Commission:

It was truly the brief of a lifetime. It allowed me to examine
in detail the history of a significant post-war period of
Australian life in which, although the development of
nuclear warfare was central, many great issues emerged.
One of the most significant was the treatment of
Indigenous people by the authorities of the time, and the
need to define an effective response in the 1980s. The
cruelty shown to Aboriginal people, who were rounded up
and put on trains going west from Maralinga to anywhere
and thereby dispossessed of their land, with their tribal and
social structures destroyed, remains as but one of the
legacies of that era of Australian life. The anger expressed
by Jim McClelland, sitting in the dust with Aborigines at
Maralinga, and the recommendations of the final report,
could never repair the damage done to many individuals.

… I was exposed for the first time to the political process,
both national and international. Jim McClelland, a dashing
figure with an acerbic tongue, well understood the role
which publicity could play in achieving effective outcomes
for the Commission. I maintain a vivid recollection of
drafting an opening statement for him when we sat in
Brisbane, gently chiding the British Government for its
reluctance to provide classified documents from its
archives. The reluctance, I later learned, was based on Jim's
former active sympathy for the revolutionary ideals of Leon
Trotsky. The judge manifestly disagreed with my gentleness
and, tearing up the draft, prepared a stinging attack, not
only on the government of Margaret Thatcher but on the
whole notion of the British empire. To ensure his statement
would not go unnoticed, he finished by remarking on
Henry VIII's matrimonial difficulties.

His Honour will sit in the Common Law Division.

The Hon. Justice 
George Palmer

George Palmer QC became a Judge of the Supreme
Court of New South Wales on 23 April 2001. 

After graduating from Sydney University, he did
his articles at Freehill Hollingdale & Page, working

extensively in commercial law. From 1970 until 1974
he was employed as a solicitor, and then admitted as a
partner, at Messrs Strasser Geraghty & Partners where
he specialised in mining and oil exploration and
development work and public company securities. 

His Honour was admitted to the Bar on 8
November 1974. He read at the Bar with RA Conti
QC, now Justice Conti of the Federal Court. He took
silk on 12 November 1986. At the Bar, he specialised
in company and commercial law and trade practices
law. 

At his swearing in, the President of the NSW Bar
Association, Ruth McColl S.C. said:

Apart from your manifest legal skills, one of the reasons
you undoubtedly acquired a large practice lay in your
approach to your clients and your cases. While passion is
not always a description encouraged in relation to a
barrister’s work, particularly not in the company list, in
your Honour’s case it is a fair to say that you have
always been passionate about your cases. You have
always pursued your client’s interests with great zeal at
the same time managing to remain objective. You have,
of course, always been exceptionally well organised and
prepared for each case. You are a lateral thinker but at
the same time a person who understands human frailties.
You are said to have great patience. You have been
exceptionally well prepared for each case, bringing to
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