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The Hon Justice Diana Bryant

On 28 July 2004 Diana Bryant QC was
sworn in as only the third chief justice of
the Family Court of Australia since its
inception in 1976.

Her Honour was most recently the
inaugural chief federal magistrate having
served in that capacity from May 2000
and guided the Federal Magistrates
Court from inception to the growing
force in the legal landscape that it is

today.

Ian Harrison SC spoke on behalf of the independent referral
bars of Australia in welcoming her Honour on her
appointment, commenting that:

The members of the Australian legal profession, and more
importantly those they represent, can have complete faith
and confidence in your Honour's ability to dispense true
justice to people whose lives are by definition in a state of
painful turmoil and whose ability to discriminate between
their own understandable prejudices and a wise judgment
is in most cases significantly impaired.

Her Honour was born in Perth, a third generation lawyer, and
educated in Melbourne. Her Honour initially graduated from
the University of Melbourne in 1969 and returned to complete
a masters degree in law in 1999. Following admission as a legal
practitioner in 1970, her Honour practised as a solicitor in
Victoria before joining the Perth partnership of Phillips Fox in
1977 where roles as both solicitor and counsel were pursued.
In 1990 her Honour returned to Victoria and commenced at
the Bar reading with Michael Watt QC (now Justice Watt of
the Family Court of Australia). In 1997 her Honour was
appointed Queen's Counsel.

Whilst her Honour's practice was predominantly in the areas of
family law and de facto relationships, appearances in bankruptcy,
human rights and equal opportunity were not uncommon. In
addition, her Honour made a significant contribution to the
broader legal community holding positions as president of the
Family Law Practitioner's Association of Western Australia, vice-
chair of the Victorian Family Law Bar Association, executive
member of the Family Law Section of the Law Council of
Australia, a commissioner of the Legal Aid Commission of
Western Australia, and as a director of Victoria Legal Aid. Her
Honour was also a director of Australian Airlines.

If not self-evident from the preceding outline, her Honour has
a considerable breadth and depth of experience in the family
law jurisdiction, having regularly appeared in the Family Court
of Australia and High Court of Australia in proceedings of
significance including Re K which defines the proceedings in
which children are to be represented before the court, AMS v
AIF which is the leading authority concerning the relocation of
children and the well-publicised matter of Gillespie v Bahrin
(1993) FLC 92-388.

The appointment of her Honour was greeted with universal
acclaim and commended highly by those practising in the area
of family law. In concluding, Harrison SC noted the lack of
comment made as to her Honour's gender following upon
announcement of the appointment as follows:

Appointments such as the appointment of your Honour
serve to entrench in the minds of all right-thinking people
in this country that merit and excellence are gender
neutral.

Bar News welcomes her Honour to the bench.


