
94     | Bar News | Winter 2007

NSW Bar v Queensland Bar
By Lachlan Gyles

The New South Wales Bar team: Carroll, Bilinsky, Docker, Foord, Macfarlane, Gyles (c), Dalgliesh, Eastman, Naughtin, Stowe, Scruby.

The teams were entertained the previous 
evening at the home of current Queensland 
Bar captain, and the guest of honour’s 
former pupil, Roger Traves. Roger had also 
been the premiership winning captain of 
the First XI at Brisbane Boys Grammar in 
1978. 

A number of past players came along to the 
function and re-lived some of the triumphs 
and disasters (both on and off the fi eld) 
over the 35-odd years that the game has 
been played. 

The New South Wales side looked 
reasonable on paper, but was looking to 
achieve something that had not been able 
to be achieved by any NSW Bar team since 
1993, a win north of the border. 

The Second XI game took place on 
the adjoining oval and was won by 
Queensland. Mention should be made 
of Chin and Stuart Bell who fl ew up on 
the morning of the game; Reynolds SC 
and King SC who made the effort to play 
despite having to leave early; and Hastings 

On the morning of 25 
March 2007, twenty two 
members of the New South 
Wales Bar gathered at the 
magnifi cent playing fi elds 
of Brisbane Boys Grammar 
School for the annual 
matches against the 
Queensland Bar.

These matches were to have special 
signifi cance because the guest of honour 
for the weekend was the Hon Justice 
Callinan, the former Queensland Bar 
captain, who is to retire from the High 
Court Bench later this year. It was fi tting 
therefore that the matches should have 
been played at his Honour’s alma mater, 
and where he was captain of the First 
XI in 1954 and again in 1955, winning 
premierships on both occasions.

QC who captained the team. Other players 
were Allen, Marshall SC, McSpedden, 
Duncan, Neil SC, and Lithgow from the 
Victorian Bar. 

The willingness of all those people to come 
up and ensure that we could fi eld a second 
team was much appreciated by our hosts.

Best performers for New South Wales were 
Chin (33) and Allen (16) with the bat and 
King SC with ball.

In the main game, the visitors won the 
toss and batted on a hard and fl at wicket. 
Bilinsky and Dalgleish opened, but the 
former was dismissed with the fi rst ball of 
the match, hitting a full toss straight to 
Crawford at short cover. 

Dalgleish (11) and Carroll then steadied 
the ship and took the score to 1/60 off 
18 overs, before Docker, also from the 
Paddington Club, joined Carroll. They had 
proceeded to just over 100 off 25 overs 
when Callinan J was thrown the ball by the 
Queensland skipper in what turned out to 
be an inspired bowling change.
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The years were then rolled back as the 
former Queensland Colts leggie ripped 
the heart out of the NSW middle order, 
dismissing Carroll (78), Foord (17), 
Docker (27) and Stowe (14). It was only 
when his former associate, Scruby, came 
to the wicket that the rot was stopped. 
Scruby said that he had learned to pick his 
Honour’s wrong’un when he used to bowl 
to him in the corridors at the High Court 
between hearings.

Carroll, who had looked a certainty for a 
century, for his part when asked what had 
happened when he had been stumped said 
that it was a bit like what had happened 
when his Honour had gone onto the High 
Court: he thought the ball would go to the 
right but it went to the left. 

In the end the visitors fi nished with 
7/179 from their allotted 40 overs, with 
Gyles 16no. Callinan J had taken 4-39 off 
eight overs and in doing so had given 
Queensland a fi ghting chance.

Queensland did not get the start which 
they needed. Drysdale was run out in the 
third over, and McFarlane and Eastman 
bowled a fi ne opening spell restricting the 
hosts to 25 from their fi rst ten overs.

Docker then came on with Naughtin and 
took the crucial wicket of Traves for 32, and 
with a fantastic run out by Carroll with a 
direct hit from side on, Queensland had the 
wobbles. 

Stowe then pulled off a miraculous leg 
side stumping off Naughtin to dismiss 
Crawford, who had just about single-
handedly won the previous match up 
there, and repeated the dose a few overs 
later off Bilinsky. All agreed that the fi rst 
was the best piece of wicket keeping ever 
seen in the history of the fi xture.

After some resistance from Anderson and 
Williams, Bilinsky then mopped up the 
tail taking 4-21, and when Roney was 
caught by Carroll off the bowling of Gyles 

in rain and fading light, 
Queensland were all out for 
129 and the Callinan trophy 
had been retained by NSW.

It was perhaps fi tting that 
the undefeated batsman was the 
aforementioned Callinan J, who left the 
crease proud in the knowledge that he had 
resisted everything that had been thrown 
at him by the visitors.

While the historic victory for the visitors 
was celebrated well into the evening, the 
game will be longest remembered for the 
performance of Callinan J who at the age of 
sixty nine (and over fi fty years after leaving 
the school) turned the Brisbane Boys 
Grammar playing fi elds for that day into his 
own ‘Field of Dreams’. 

We all look forward to the next match in 
Sydney in 2008.

BAR SPORTS

Bar News | Winter 2007 |     95   

Roll back the years. L to R: Shepherdson J, Callinan J, Gyles J, 

Callaway QC and Crooke QC

Justice Callinan: a picture 
essay
To mark the impending retirement of Justice Callinan from the High 
Court, Bar News presents a photo tribute together with a suitable 
Verbatim in his honour.

Bodruddaza v MIMA [2006] HCATrans 685 (14 December 2006)

Gleeson CJ: There was a rather colourful example in Western Australia 
not long ago of a decision-maker who had given erroneous 
information about her age and who sat on making 
decision after decision in circumstances where she 
had exceeded the time for statutory retirement.

Kirby J: The thought has occurred to me.

Gleeson CJ: I am keeping an eye on Justice 
Callinan myself.

Kirby J: You had better keep an eye on 
me as well.


