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Bradman Cup Cricket 2008

For the eighteenth year, the annual match between Eleventh Floor 
Wentworth and Edmund Barton Chambers was played at Bradman 
Oval in Bowral for the Lady Bradman Cup.  The redoubtable Thos 
Hodgson (30 not out in 21 overs) and James Poulos QC (2 for 9) have 
played in every match.  Talented ‘ring-ins’ Ireland QC (custodian of 
the stumps) and Scruby (30 not out and eligible to play by marriage) 
assisted Bell SC (32 not out), Durack SC (31 not out on the usual 
strained hamstring) and Sullivan QC (10 not out and 15 kilos under 
weight) to a comfortable victory for the Eleventh Floor after public 
law tearaway Griffi ths SC and the demon Lancaster bomber had ‘held’ 
Edmund Barton to 165 from 35 overs. The game was played with great 
spirit and camaraderie.

New South Wales Bar retains the Callinan Trophy

On 15 March 2008 the New South Wales Bar XI played its annual 
match against the Queensland Bar at Boronia Park, Hunters Hill. NSW 
had won the previous two matches, including an elusive away win in 
Brisbane in 2007, the fi rst since 1993, so the visitors were keener than 
ever to get back into the winners’ circle.

The boundaries were long, the outfi eld was slow and the track had 
plenty for the bowlers, so from the outset we knew that every run 
would count. In the end it did.

Traves SC the Queensland skipper called correctly and chose to fi eld. 
Steele and Chin opened for the home team, although Steele’s fi nely 
tuned hamstring was not able to withstand a quick single in the early 
overs and he required a runner to complete his entertaining innings 
of 17. 

Chin was the fi rst to go caught behind off the bowling of Katter with 
the score on 12. Bilinsky went shortly afterwards, followed by Steele 
and Docker (again LBW), and the home side was in trouble at 4/37 off 
17 overs.

The ball was moving about and the Queensland bowlers were on 
top but Carroll, fresh from a match winning innings at Brisbane Boys 
Grammar, again steadied the ship and set about building a competitive 
score for the home side. 

He received good support from Scruby and Durack in taking the score 
up to 122 until he was caught off Collins, the wily Queensland spinner, 
for 61. Neil and Naughtin then batted out the overs with the home side 
fi nishing at 9/137 off the allotted 42 overs.

The question was whether this would be enough, particularly with 
the wicket improving and the outfi eld drying out over the morning 
session.

The old fi rm of Drysdale and Traves opened for the visitors and got away 
to a solid start until Traves top edged an Eastman delivery high towards 
the square leg boundary. Thankfully the safe hands of Naughtin were 
waiting and the catch was taken centimetres from the ground. A big 
wicket as Travesy will generally only give one chance, if that.

Drysdale and Williams had taken the score to 35 off 12 overs, when 
Docker replaced Naughtin and had Williams caught. Carroll then 
picked up the key wicket of Crawford, caught by Scruby for a duck, 
and at 3/37 NSW were back on top.

Drysdale and Katter then steadied the ship and things were evenly 
poised when Qld had advanced to 3/85 in the 28th over, then requiring 
less than four runs per over to win with seven wickets in hand. 

Bilinsky then bowled Drysdale for a fi ghting 40, and McLeod joined 
Katter, taking the score up to 104 before Naughtin came back into the 
attack and had Katter caught by Docker for 21. Johnston then came to 
the crease with a steely determination and set about trying to overhaul 
the NSW score.

In the end, Qld required seven runs off the last over to win. Bilinsky 
was given the ball with the danger man Johnston on strike and hitting 
the ball well. Four runs came off the fi rst four balls. There was then a 
run out off the second last ball and Qld were then nine down requiring 
three runs off the last ball to win, two to tie.

Johnston swung and the ball ballooned out towards backward point. 
The batsmen completed their fi rst run and set off for the second. Chin 
gathered the ball. The speculation was that an underarm throw may 
have been enough, or possibly that he even could have run in and 
broken the stumps himself. The worst case was the ball going for an 
overthrow which would have meant victory for Qld. Most would not 
have thrown the ball as hard as they could.

Anyway, Chin did just that. He threw the ball so hard he nearly 
dislocated his shoulder. He later said that he hadn’t wanted to but 
he couldn’t help himself. An out-of-body experience. It may become 
known as the ‘Chin Defence’. The ball fl ew low towards the stumps. 
The wicketkeeper cursed. The fi eldsmen held their breath. The Qld 
batsman fl ew down the wicket for the tying run.

And then ... the ball cannoned into middle stump, the bails fl ew off and 
the fi nger of the square leg umpire was raised. 

A win for the locals by one run and the Callinan Trophy was retained 
by the barest of margins, but as was agreed by all at the Woolwich Pier 
after the game, cricket really was the winner. 
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