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consider the recent article1 by the Hon michael Black Ac and dr 
michael White Qc regarding Australian constitution and the don 
Braben painting of the steam yacht Lucinda commissioned by the 
Federal court. Black is, of course, the chief justice of the Federal 
court of Australia and White is adjunct professor, marine and 
shipping law unit and the centre for maritime studies, university 
of Queensland. should the two michaels be cited as Black and 
White?

Were the authors conscious of the relationship of their names? if 
so, should they have considered enlisting the assistance of (or even 
co-opting) Justice peter Gray of the Federal court to permit the 
authors being cited as Black, White, and Gray? Better still, Justice 
malcolm Gray of the Act supreme court would have allowed the 
continuation of the Black, White, and Gray, mm citation.

if this were the case, the authors would be following in the 60 year 
old path of Alpher, Bethe, and Gamow (The Physical Review, April 
1, 1948). in physical cosmology, the Alpher-Bethe-Gamow paper, 
or αβγ paper, was created by ralph Alpher, then a physics phd 
student, and his advisor George Gamow. the work, which would 
become the subject of Alpher’s phd thesis, argued that the Big Bang 

would create hydrogen, helium and heavier elements in the correct 
proportions to explain their abundance in the early universe. While 
the original theory neglected a number of processes important 
to the formation of heavy elements, subsequent developments 
showed that Big Bang nucleosynthesis is consistent with the 
observed constraints on all primordial elements.

Bethe’s name was included when Gamow (a notorious prankster) 
decided to add the name of his friend—the eminent physicist Hans 
Bethe—to the paper in order to create the whimsical author list 
of Alpher, Bethe, Gamow, a play on the Greek letters, α, β, and 
γ. Bethe was listed in the article as ‘H Bethe, cornell university, 
ithaca, new York.’2 the publication date of the paper appears to 
be a felicitous and fortuitous incident of the publishing process and 
uninfluenced by the mischievous Gamow.

Endnotes

1. the QGSY Lucinda and the constitution: the Federal court’s painting 
of the ‘Lucinda at Farm cove, easter day 1891’, 30 Aust Bar Rev, pp 
24-32 (2007).

2. the αβγ paper information was taken from Wikipedia.org 

Black and White

mm park considers a recent journal article and the happy coincidence of its authors’ names.

High court silk ceremony

the senior counsel appointees of 2008 took their bows in the High court on monday, 2 February 
2009.  


