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chief justice, that when you announced to the Equity judges’ lunch 

last Wednesday who was to be the new judge, wishing to eliminate 

any possible misunderstanding, you explained to them all, ‘The 

government has just appointed Slattery to the division,’ and then 

you paused and said, ‘Michael, not Jack.’ 

As a 15-year-old I attended his swearing in ceremony in the old 

Banco Court on 10 February 1970 and today I took an oath on the 

same Bible that he used in that ceremony which occurred before 

Chief Justice Herron. One can glean just a little of the somewhat 

different relationship between the media and the judiciary 39 years 

ago from the simple fact that a family photograph of the swearing 

in including myself and my three sisters appeared on the front page 

of the early editions of the Sydney Morning Herald the following 

day. 

His Honour also referred to his progress at the bar after admission 
in 1978, which he hoped contained 

some immediate comfort for the very junior bar right now. Shortly 

after my admission to practice Australia went into a severe economic 

recession. Perhaps it is the contrarian in me but I took silk in 1992, 

also in the middle of a recession. And now I come to this court in a 

– well we all know what it is, don’t we? The past two recessions were 

survivable at the bar. I am sure the present one will be too. 

I recall that in 1980 I took my anxieties about recession affected 

work levels to my father hoping he had a solution. Instead he rather 

thoughtfully said to me, ‘Let me tell you about the late 1940s.’ And 

so I learnt from him that the whole of the law lists in the late 1940s 

occupied only three column inches of space in the Herald and that 

young barristers would spend days in a café near the site of this 

court called Mokbels, waiting for a brief, any brief to arrive. I realised 

that in 1980 things could have been a lot worse and I suspect that 

the same is probably true of 2009. 

His Honour referred to his masters, Peter Capelin QC who taught 
him jury advocacy and how to cross examine with passion, and 
Justice Peter Young, who taught him:

the subtleties of a full equity practice and how to survive the 

competence tests being administered by the then chief judge in 

Equity, Justice Helsham. An incidental benefit of reading with 

him was that I also learned a great deal about trams and buses.  He 

generously gave his time to correcting my opinion work; a generosity 

that I expect he will still now afford me from the Court of Appeal.

The Hon Justice Monika Schmidt

on 27 July 2009, the Hon Justice Monika 
Schmidt was sworn in as a justice of 
the Supreme Court of NSW in a private 

ceremony.  Prior to her Honour’s 
appointment, her Honour was an acting 
justice of the Supreme Court for an earlier 
period of time in 2009.

The appointment is one of many 
contributions her Honour has made as 
an active judicial officer to the NSW 
justice system. In 1993, whilst still in her 
early 30s, her Honour was appointed as 
a judge of the Industrial Court of NSW 
and a deputy president of the Industrial 
Relations Commission of New South 
Wales.  In 1998 her Honour was also 
appointed as a deputy president of the 
Australian Industrial Relations Commission 
of NSW.  

In her prior judicial roles, her Honour’s 
contribution to the development 
of jurisprudence in industrial and 

employment law matters was second 
to none.  Her Honour’s reputation has 
always been that of a hardworking, polite 
and even tempered judge.

Continuing a pattern of service and 
leadership to the justice system, her 
Honour has also been a member of the 
Judicial Commission’s Standing Advisory 
Committee on judicial education since 
1996 and has facilitated continuing 
education programs for judicial officers.  
Her Honour has also sat as a member 
of the Conduct Division of the Judicial 
Commission dealing with complaints 
concerning judicial officers.

There is no doubt that her Honour will 
bring the same enthusiasm, work ethic, 
leadership and skill to her new role in the 
Supreme Court of NSW.




