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His Honour Judge David Frearson SC

His Honour Judge David Frearson SC was sworn in on 2 March 2009. 
Before his appointment, his Honour had been a deputy director of 
public prosecutions, since 2007. After admission as a barrister in 
August 1977, his Honour commenced work in the office of the 
Solicitor for Public Prosecutions and Clerk of the Peace, and was 
appointed a crown prosecutor in 1985 and deputy senior crown 
prosecutor in November 2000. His Honour was appointed senior 
counsel in September 2004. His Honour conducted many complex 
trials and sensitive appellate work, including appeals in the High 
Court.

Mr Gormly SC who spoke on behalf of the Bar Association said that 
his Honour: 

was regarded as a fine criminal appellant advocate, and by many as 

the ‘the prosecutor’s prosecutor’. Your style in the appellate court 

room has been described as concise and understated. This is matched 

by a remarkable capacity to remain calm, even in the face of a last 

minute briefing. The capacity to remain calm, much commented 

upon by your colleagues will hopefully not be lost in your new 

duties. 

Mr Gormly also referred to a source, deep within the ranks of the 
crown prosecutors, who said that his Honour ‘has just that right 
combination of learning, experience, instinct, flair and mischievous 
humour that made him an exceptional advocate and advisor’. His 
Honour had been a member of the Indigenous Barristers’ Strategy 
Working Party, acting as a mentor since 2005.

His Honour Judge Andrew Colefax SC

His Honour Judge Andrew Colefax SC was sworn in on 14 April 
2009, at the same time as the former deputy chief magistrate, her 
Honour Helen Syme. 

Between 1979 and 1985 his Honour was employed in the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department, and in the 
Business Affairs Division of the department was involved in the 
Westinghouse Uranium and Trust litigation conducted in the United 
States. His Honour also served as one of the solicitors attached to 
staff of the McClelland Royal Commission into British Nuclear Tests 
in Maralinga, South Australia in the late 1950s. His Honour worked 
in private practice for a year at Dawson Waldron and then, from 
1985 to 1988, at Hunt and Hunt. His Honour was admitted as a 
barrister in 1988, and had a practice in criminal and civil matters in 
nearly every tribunal, court and appeal court in the land.

His Honour was elected to the Bar Council in November 2003, and 
was a member of one of the Bar Council’s Professional Conduct 
committees for about eight years.

His Honour was appointed senior counsel in 2004, and in 2008 
served as counsel assisting the Commission of Inquiry Into the 
Conviction of Phung Ngo. The attorney-general who spoke on 

behalf of the Bar Association referred to his Honour being known 
‘amongst his colleagues as a person who has style in the ways that 
really do matter – professionally and personally’. 

His Honour Judge Michael Bozic SC

His Honour Judge Michael Bozic SC was sworn in on 20 July 
2009. 

His Honour had practised at the bar for 18 years before being 
appointed senior counsel in 2000.  

His Honour practised extensively in medical law, appearing in 
the Medical Tribunal, inquiries such as the Chelmsford Royal 
Commission and the Walker Commission of Inquiry into Camden 
and Campbelltown hospitals, and in many professional negligence 
suits. His Honour was more often than not counsel of choice for 
embattled medical practitioners. In recent years his Honour also 
mediated a number of such disputes. 

His Honour also had a significant pro bono practice, complementing 
his Honour’s commitment to civil liberties. 

The president of the Bar Association described his Honour as the 
finest of opponents, who ‘always took the right points. Never 
wasted time on point scoring. Never engaged in sledging ...wooed 
the witnesses, the judge and even your adversaries’.  

Appointments to the District Court
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There have been three appointments to the District Court of New South Wales from the bar so far in 
2009.




