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Appointments to the District Court

Her Honour elizabeth olsson SC was sworn in on 7 
March 2011.

Her Honour was admitted to the bar in 1988, and 
appointed senior counsel in 2003. Her Honour’s 
varied practice had included work in commercial, 
equity, building and construction law. Her Honour 
was the Bar Association’s representative on the New 
South Wales Government’s Home Building Advisory 
Council. Her Honour was a part time deputy president 
to the Administrative Decisions Tribunal and part time 
member of the NSW Mental Health Review Tribunal. 
President Tom Bathurst QC, speaking on behalf of the 
New South Wales Bar, paid tribute to ‘a senior counsel 
who is regarded with tremendous respect and genuine 
affection’. He said:

... testimony to your judicial qualities, not to mention the 
strength and versatility of your character, is just as often 
found outside the court. 

...

Your Honour has walked the Kokoda Trail more than once, 
perhaps in tribute to your father, who was a major in the 
Australian Army. Several times you have taken part in the 
Oxfam Trailwalker – a gruelling test of teamwork and 
endurance. This event, perhaps more than any other, has 
contributed to your Honour’s enviable reputation for 
fortitude, patience and discipline. One member of your 
team described you as ‘ferociously competent and quite 
unstoppable’, both of which are judicial qualities. Often, 
your Honour carried an over-sized backpack, stocked with 
rations and equipment, not just for yourself, but for all the 
other team members as well.

...

Your contribution to the bar as an institution is enormous, 
and has taken many and varied forms. You have served: as 
chair of the Equal Opportunity Committee since 2007; as 
a member of professional conduct committees two and 
three; and on the Supreme Court Commercial List Users’ 
Group. You have given your time generously to the Bar 
Association’s Continuing Professional Development 
Programme and the Bar Practice Course, by chairing many 
sessions, conducting advocacy workshops and presenting 
papers. In 2007 you stepped in to fill the casual vacancy 
on Bar Council when his Honour Judge Toner SC joined 
this honourable court.

***

Her Honour Judge Donna Woodburne SC was sworn in 
on 7 February 2011.

Her Honour was admitted as a barrister in 1997, 
having been part of the office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions since 1988. Her Honour was appointed 
an acting crown prosecutor in January 1997, a crown 
prosecutor in July 1998 and deputy senior crown 
prosecutor in June 2008 before being appointed senior 
counsel in 2008. Her Honour became a deputy director 
of public prosecutions in 2009.

Two members of the New South Wales Bar have been appointed to the District Court this year.
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