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PERSONALIA

Associate Justice Macready

There are many different periods 

of a judicial career that one can 

look back on and reflect about. 

I still clearly recall the first early 

years and the many uncertainties 

that attended that time.  Life as a 

judge started out with a private 

swearing in at 9.30 a.m. in the 

morning; my first case was listed 

at 10.15 a.m.  Some person took me 

in tow and marched me down one 

of the back corridors in the court 

here and said, ‘That’s the door you 

go in Sir.  Shall we go in?’  In those 

days there was no baby judge’s 

school or any preparatory work.  

One simply started without any 

initiation. 

Normally it takes a couple of years 

to settle into a job and one then 

gets some confidence in one’s 

own abilities and one can settle 

down and enjoy the court process 

with all its ups and downs.  At 

that period, and perhaps in the 

early and middle part of your 

career, you become confident 

and may be even overconfident 

at times but the Court of Appeal 

certainly knocks that out of you.  

Occasionally what the High Court 

does is change the law on you 

from what it was when I heard 

the case.  I think one person I 

see sitting here today persuaded 

them to do just that.  Many 

reversals are, of course, nothing 

more than another person seeing 

something in a slightly different 

light to the trial judge.  Minds differ 

and one should not take it as a 

criticism. There is, of course, the 

odd occasion when it is pointed 

out clearly that one has made a 

mistake and that certainly tends to 

bring you back to reality.

As one approaches retirement you 

have a bit more time to reflect 

on what it is all about. It is not 

about the exercise of power over 

parties.  You realise that as a judge 

you have a far more important 

role, namely, that of a trustee or a 

guardian of the institution of which 

one is part. Even if one has been 

here for 20 years (which to me 

seems a very long time) it has to 

be seen in the context of the long 

history of this court since 1823.   

Twenty years is merely a small part 

of something which will continue 

for a long time after I have left. 

Hopefully this court and the 

service it provides the community 

will be here in the future for as 

long as it has been in the past. I am 

truly thankful for having had the 

chance to preserve the institution 

which fulfils such an important 

part in our society. Without that 

institution and the rule of law 

society would rapidly decay.

On 20 February 2013 Associate Justice Macready retired, after more than twenty years on the 

bench. On his Honour handing down his final judgment there was an informal retirement ceremony 

in Court 7D. A large number of barristers and solicitors were present. Willmott SC spoke on behalf 

of the bar and Mr Salier spoke on behalf of solicitors. The following is an extract from the speech 

by Macready AsJ.

Steven Bliim, barrister at Ada Evans Chambers (pictured on right) took up the position of 

solicitor general of Nauru on 19 November 2012.

Meanwhile, in Nauru


