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On 27 October 2012 the New 

South Wales Bar cricket team 

played against the Queensland 

Bar on the Old Boys ground at the 

King’s School, Parramatta. NSW 

were holding the Callinan Trophy 

after a good away win in Brisbane 

in 2011, and the visitors were keen 

to make amends.

The wicket looked hard and quick, 

and Egan the Queensland skipper 

won the toss and batted.

Botsman and Docker opened 

the bowling for the home side, 

and Botsman removed the 

dangerous Johnstone in the 3rd 

over, beautifully caught at 2nd slip 

by ‘the Iceman’ Chin. Docker then 

took Steele’s off stump with a 

brute of a ball, and when Taylor 

was given out LBW of Docker, 

Queensland were 3/13 off six 

overs. A great opening spell for 

NSW. 

Anderson and Katter then 

steadied the ship and took the 

score to 30 before Naughtin and 

the Iceman were introduced into 

the attack with immediate success 

when Anderson went. McLeod 

joined Katter and they took 

the score to 88 in the 22nd over 

before Kahn had McLeod trapped 

LBW for 24. Pararajasingham 

then came on and bowled the 

fastest over seen in this fixture 

for very long time. He had Katter 

caught superbly by Docker at 

1st slip for a well made 35, and 

bowled Egan in the same over, 

and at 7/97 Queensland were in 

real trouble. Some lusty hitting 

by Williams however rallied the 

troops and, after Pararajasingham 

came on and mopped up the tail, 

Queensland were all out for 142.

Bilinsky and Carroll made the 

perfect start for New South 

Wales, taking 33 off the first five 

overs before Carroll was caught 

in the deep. Bilinsky was not 

perturbed and continued to play 

beautifully through the off side 

in a stylish knock, and looked as 

though he might make the total 

on his own before falling for 43. 

Pararajasingham provided good 

support, before Docker took up 

the baton from Bilinsky and took 

the Queensland attack apart. 

Stowe came and went, but Khan 

provided some good support 

before Gyles and Docker saw the 

home side over the line. Docker 

finished with 52 not out, and with 

a great catch to remove Katter 

and 2–13 off five overs, was a 

deserving man of the match.

The match was followed by a 

great dinner at the East Village 

Hotel, where the triumphs and 

failures of the day were dissected 

and workshopped. Naughtin made 

a futile case for a move from no 

11 in the batting order, and plans 

were made for revenge in the next 

match. 

Next year is the 40th anniversary 

of this fixture, the first match 

being played in Brisbane in 

1973 between teams captained 

by Callinan QC and Gyles QC 

respectively, and has been played 

every year since, with the honours 

fairly even over that time. It is 

hoped that a few of the former 

greats might make a trip down 

memory lane and come to the 40th 

match next year. In the meantime, 

the Callinan Trophy sits safe on 

this side of the Tweed. 
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