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Wentworth Wombats emerge from burrow

The 22nd annual tussle for the 

Lady Bradman Cup between 

Eleven Wentworth (trading as 

the Wentworth Wombats) and 

Edmund Barton Chambers took 

place beneath threatening skies 

at Bradman Oval, Bowral on 

Saturday, 6 April 2013. 

In addition to Paul Cutler and 

John Clifton from his chambers, 

the redoubtable Thos Hodgson, 

legend of the family law bar, 

long standing skipper of Edmund 

Barton Chambers, recent 

sexagenarian and acknowledged 

cricket tragic, managed to recruit 

a number of potential barristers 

to his team: potential, in the sense 

that they had not yet left school 

(although they had qualified to 

play in various regional and state 

representative cricket teams) 

to support and add muscle to 

the Edmund Barton team. Those 

recruits did not disappoint and, 

together with the evergreen 

Phillip Wood (another potential 

barrister of many years standing), 

saw Edmund Barton through to 

a highly competitive 152 from 33 

overs.  

The Edmund Barton score would 

have been much higher were it 

not for the remarkable agility of 

Ireland QC as custodian behind the 

wickets.  His ability effortlessly to 

move his paws to the ball without 

moving either foot, thereby 

conserving energy, was a sight 

to behold.  When he did move, 

however, there appeared to be 

something of a spring in his step.

Although fiery redhead Stephen 

Free went wicketless from his 

four overs, he nevertheless did 

early damage.  That damage, 

unfortunately, was inflicted on 

his teammate, Jonathan Clark in 

the nets before the game. Clark’s 

broken knuckle saw him as a most 

worthy recipient of the ‘Thanks 

for Coming’ award which was duly 

presented during the luncheon 

adjournment on his return from 

Bowral Base Hospital. Other 

notable bowling performances 

included that of Griffiths J (as he 

now is) who, as J Griffiths (as he 

then was) was described in these 

pages more than ten years ago as 

a ‘legendary but ageing firebrand’.  

Age has not wearied him (much) 

nor the years condemned.  

Speaking of age not wearying him, 

Poulos QC was called upon to 

bowl ‘at the death’ when Edmund 

Barton’s batsmen were hitting out.  

Poulos demonstrated that the laws 

of physics dictate that the slower 

the delivery and the lower its 

trajectory, the more difficult it is to 

despatch the ball to the boundary, 

let alone over it. This represented 

a significant development in 

his bowling technique with 

consequent, happy results.  Philip 

Durack rolled back the years with 

an excellent display of leg spinning 

causing many to wonder why he 

was not called up on the recent 

Indian tour.  

Pike and Bell strode to the crease 

pessimistic both as to the weather 

holding out (a matter over which 

they had no control) and as to 

their prospects of chasing down 

the total (a matter over which they 

also had little control).  With a 

smattering of good luck, however, 

they put on 56 for the first wicket 

and on this platform P Durack, his 

son Tim and Griffiths J built with 

scores, respectively, of 30 not out, 

25 not out and 21.  Free completed 

a wholly unsuccessful day - bowled 

for a duck with an agricultural 

swing.  Poulos QC did not achieve 

any runs but still troubled the 

scorers. Scruby sat out the match 

in Manly, confident that it was 

taking place on the following day.

Thus it was that the sleepy 

Wentworth Wombats emerged 

from their burrows and 

comfortably reeled in the total 

with a number of overs to spare.  

Cricket, as ever, was the winner on 

the day.
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Poulos QC did not achieve 
any runs but still troubled 
the scorers.


