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His Honour Judge Stephen Hanley SC

APPOINTMENTS

His Honour was born in Glen Innes in northern NSW 

and went to school at De La Salle College at Armidale. 

He graduated from the University of New England in 

1973 with a Bachelor of Arts, with honours in modern 

history. He transferred to Sydney Law School and 

attained a Bachelor of Laws in 1975.

His Honour was admitted as a solicitor in 1977 and two 

years later he established his own practice. His main 

area of practice was criminal law, and he appeared 

as an advocate in committals and defended hearings 

in the local courts, sentences and bail applications in 

the Local, District and Supreme courts.

His Honour was admitted to the New South Wales 

Bar in 1986 and practised mainly in criminal law, 

specialising in complex and serious cases before 

the superior courts. In 1987 he established the NSW 

Criminal Lawyers Association.

In 2003 his Honour completed a Master of Laws 

degree, majoring in public international law and since 

2005 he was often briefed in transnational criminal 

cases, such as drug trafficking, money laundering 

and people trafficking for sexual servitude.

Since 2003 his Honour has represented the Bar 

Association on the board of Legal Aid NSW.

His Honour took silk in 2010. Speaking on behalf of 

the bar, Attorney General Greg Smith SC said:

You were briefed and respected by most of the major and 
well-reputed specialist criminal law firms in Sydney and 
throughout NSW, directly by the Serious Indictable 
section of the Legal Aid Commission, and on a pro bono 
basis by the Aboriginal Legal Aid Service. 

You have also appeared in ICAC, Police Integrity 
Commission and Royal Commission hearings, having 
been selected in 2005 to the panel of barristers to be 
briefed by the Legal Representation Office to appear on 
behalf of witnesses summonsed to appear before these 
bodies.

You also regularly appeared on a pro bono basis in criminal 
courts on behalf of Aboriginal clients of the Sydney 
Regional Aboriginal Corporation through the Bar 

Association’s Aboriginal Legal Aid Pro Bono Scheme. The 
Aboriginal Legal Aid Service in Sydney has also used 
written sentencing submissions, which you prepared, as a 
guideline for principles to be addressed in sentencing 
Aboriginal offenders.
...

You are renowned for being an excellent trial lawyer, with 
old school advocacy skills and a deep insight into people 
and their motivations. You also never show agitation 
regardless of pressure or stubbornness from others. You 
always remain polite. 

The ability to maintain authority and inspire respect is to a 
great extent attained through the exhibition of judicial 
qualities such as integrity, independence, impartiality, 
firmness, patience, courage and courtesy to all parties. 
These same qualities that you have displayed in your daily 
practice will enable you to uphold the dignity and authority 
of the court in a way that maintains public confidence in 
the administration of justice.    

Stephen Hanley SC was sworn-in as a judge of the New South Wales District Court on 

15 July 2013. Attorney General Greg Smith SC spoke on behalf of the bar.


