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Crossword

By Rapunzel

Across

9 Victoria’s Basement was Hilary’s? (5,10)

10 Moral ‘letterdrop’ deadly around the old Italian 99? (7)

12 Cleaner A-1 sound. (7)

13 Lawfully, DIY baling out? (9)

14 Knight each northeast (ie Queensland) judge?(5)

15 Current AG uses surf dye? (7)

18 Do me out of endothermal ‘hold spellbound!’ (7)

21 Lurking in borsch was a central vowel... (5)

23 Moving riding can make a moveable feast? (6,3)

25 Plane inclining to ‘culture fortification’? (7)

26 Kind of a clever chopper? (7)

29 Green comprised Victorian stones. (15)

Down

1 Is the French island? (4)

2 Agitate ache apiece. (4)

3 Hand off tissue replacement, in a tissue’s stead. (8)

4 Depression after descent? (Black gap.) (3,3)

5 Serious injury a player’s horror. (8)

6 Saint about an Oz knight? Not if he does this. (6)

7 Elegant maiden’s live launch. (8)

8 Outtake from the real thing, or floating above it all? (8)

11 Growth sounds brass. (5)

15 Late princess’s ‘three-court’ area? (8)

16 Digging out huge minx? (8)

17 Relaxing dates I’ve addled. (8)

19 Cut angles to citrus hybrids. (8)

20 Lower a bottom? (5)

22 ‘Eyes open!’ (aka new break up). (6)

24 Pleasant tense ponytail, a precise point. (6)

27 Unmask evil mask. (4)

28 Pace about around at... (4)
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BOOK REVIEWS

picks up, moving inexorably 

towards the tragedy that is at the 

heart of the story.

It is in the novel’s prologue 

that we first meet Harry, Jake’s 

mother. Harry is a left-wing 

criminal defence barrister, who is 

bringing up Jake single-handedly. 

She is feisty and fearless, 

intelligent and outspoken, and a 

talented and tireless advocate. 

Jake tells us, in the prologue, that 

Harry’s fearlessness - a quality 

which Jake so admires - is a 

quality which she shares with 

Rory. And as the novel unfolds, 

fearlessness, or more particularly, 

a preparedness to stand up for 

what one believes in, is a theme 

that is central to the events 

that take place. Friendship is 

another strong theme of the 

novel, and it is depicted in many 

forms. Between Harry, the single 

working mother, and Jake, her 

precocious and sensitive son, 

there is a singular and formative 

relationship; Beasley has evidently 

taken great care in constructing 

this relationship, which is not only 

affecting, but also responsible for 

much of the novel’s humour. We 

also see the blossoming friendship 

of Rory and Jake, at once 

complicated and uncomplicated, 

the bond that develops, by 

necessity, among the various 

women of Rose Avenue, and the 

evolving relationships which exist 

between Harry and members of 

her chambers. 

It is a murder trial which is at the 

core of the narrative in Me & Rory 

Macbeath, and it is the courtoom 

scenes in that trial, featuring 

the fearless Harry as counsel for 

the defendant, where Beasley 

is at his best. Unsurprisingly, 

these scenes ring true; they are 

packed with tension, but are also 

comical at times, and I found 

myself whipping through the 

pages where the story leaves the 

courtroom, just so I could get 

back to watching Harry at work. 

It would be giving away too much 

to reveal here the partial defence 

raised by Harry but suffice to say 

that Beasley’s treatment of the 

subject matter is both sensitive 

and thought-provoking. 

Me & Rory Macbeath is easily 

Beasley’s best book yet. Though 

largely told through the eyes of 

a twelve year old boy, it boasts 

a depth and maturity not quite 

evident in his two previous novels. 

Beasley takes on some daring 

themes and explores a dark 

subject matter, but he does so 

lightly and with the humour that 

we have come to expect of him. 

It can perhaps then be described 

as a coming-of-age novel in two 

senses - both for the author as a 

novelist, and for the characters he 

portrays.

Reviewed by Juliet Curtin

Beasley takes on some daring 
themes and explores a dark 
subject matter, but he does so 
lightly and with the humour 
that we have come to expect 
of him. 


