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APPOINTMENTS

The Hon Justice Brigitte Markovic

Justice Markovic grew up in Sydney, attending Ascham School, 
and then UNSW, where her Honour graduated with degrees in 
commerce and law. Senator Fierravanti-Wells, representing the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General, Senator the Hon George 
Brandis QC, mentioned in the course of her remarks:

‘Your Honour, like me, is a first generation Australian. Our 
parents came to this country to build a better life for themselves 
and for their children. Your parents migrated from Europe, and 
I understand your father came from what is now the Slovak 
Republic, and your mother is from France. Your Honour’s 
success is the embodiment of that successful migrant story.’

Her Honour was a partner in Clayton Utz, having joined the 
firm 27 years ago as a summer clerk. At the age of 32, her 
Honour became one of the youngest partners in the firm. Her 
Honour quickly developed a busy practice in Corporations 
Law matters. One of the barristers her Honour worked with as 
a solicitor at Clayton Utz was Michael Slattery QC, now Justice 
Slattery of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. Mr Stuart 
Clark, president-elect of the Law Council of Australia, observed 
that a note from her Honour’s personnel file at Clayton Utz 
records Justice Slattery as describing her Honour as ‘brilliant’ 
and ‘always in control’. He went on to say: ‘Ms Markovic is one 
of the best solicitors who instructs me and one of the best you 
have got’. He added that, with her grace under pressure and 
tactical acumen, her Honour would have been a great military 
commander. 

ASIC had a similar view when her Honour worked with the 
regulator on a secondment. It later retained her Honour to act 
on the HIH and James Hardie litigation, both of which were 
highly complex and difficult commercial cases.

Her Honour made a substantial contribution to developing the 
firm’s Canberra office, introducing the firm to the Australian 
Government and developing a practice across a broad range 
of areas, including immigration, social security and aged care. 
Her Honour developed expertise in administrative law while 
developing the firm’s practice in the area.

In 2010, her Honour became a managing partner in the 
Litigation and Dispute Resolution group of Clayton Utz. Mr 
Clark noted that in this role, her Honour:

set an example as a senior lawyer with a professional life 
who was not afraid to take time out for your children – for 
example, to leave the office to attend events at school.

Senator Fierravanti-Wells noted her Honour’s involvement in 
high profile commercial litigation, her prodigious work ethic, 
tenacity and commitment to leading by example. Speaking for 

the New South Wales Bar, Arthur Moses SC continued the 
theme:

By my imperfect count, there were six High Court appeals 
in which you had involvement. If the Australian 
Government is to be considered a model litigant then there 
needs to be a model litigator. By all accounts, your Honour 
fulfils that role with distinction. One person familiar with 
your work at the time described you as the perfect lawyer 
for a minister. You were aware of the political pressures 
concerning matters but at all times you gave fearless and 
frank advice. You were also fair and conscious of the 
disparity and resources between parties to a dispute, which 
is very important, of course, in immigration matters. 

Mr Moses also acknowledged her Honour’s involvement 
on the bar’s equitable briefing working party, which recently 
completed its report reviewing the application in NSW of the 
Law Council of Australia’s equitable briefing policy.

Her Honour has a rich life outside of the law, enjoying theatre, 
classical music and the visual arts. 

Her Honour concluded her own remarks by stating:

Today I have the honour of joining this Court, but also the 
honour of becoming a colleague of many distinguished 
female judges. After the announcement of my appointment, 
I received a number of emails and cards from young 
women, who generously commented on the inspiration 
they took from my career. Every woman who becomes a 
partner of a law firm, becomes a Senior Counsel, or 
becomes a judge is a potent symbol of what women can 
achieve in our profession. I have been extraordinarily 
fortunate to work with supportive colleagues, both men 
and women, throughout my career. That good fortune 
extended to working with men who never regarded my 
gender as relevant to my progress in the profession. They 
properly judged me by how I did the job and no other 
measure. I recognise that is not always the case. To those 
young women who have written to me and others, I would 
like to say with skill, endurance, focus and some luck, you 
can achieve what you strive for. Always seek to be judged 
by what you do.

Justice Brigitte Markovic was sworn in as a judge of the Federal Court of Australia on 24 August 2015.


