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OBITUARIES

Gregory Anthony Farmer passed away 
on Monday 22 August 2016. He was 
surrounded by his family and several 
close friends. It was his 57th birthday.

Less than a year earlier he had been 
sworn in as a Judge of the District Court 
of New South Wales.

But even after such a short period on the 
bench, Greg had carved out a reputation 
amongst practitioners as being fair and 
even handed in the dispensation of 
justice in both civil and criminal matters 
which came before him.  It was a fitting 
and well-deserved reputation; in all my 
years of practice and from the time we 
first met in 1983 I had never met a man 
who was so in control of his feelings and 
his sense of purpose. 

Many people would share this view 
that I had about Greg and it is a terrible 
shame that he had such a short time to 
use his qualities for the greater good; the 
administration of justice. 

Greg graduated from Macquarie 
University in 1983 and was admitted 
as a solicitor in December of that year.  
He had been studying part time whilst 
working full time in Magistrates Courts 
Administration, where he soon carved 

out a reputation as a handy all-rounder 
on the cricket field.

After his admission he was employed as a 
legal officer, first with Corrective Services 
and then later, when he switched rolls 
and became in house counsel with the 
Commonwealth DPP.  The experience 
he gained in these positions provided 
the foundation for Greg to develop and 
extensive criminal practice at the bar for 
the next 20 years.

Greg was appointed as senior counsel 
in 2011 and as both junior and senior 
counsel, he appeared in a number of 
prominent cases for both the defence 
and the Crown. In doing so he obtained 
invaluable experience at both ends of the 
bar table. 

At his swearing in on 15 September 
2015, the Attorney General of NSW, the 
Honourable Gabrielle Upton spoke of 
Greg’s achievements at the bar, including 
his many appearances at public enquiries 
and his position as lead counsel at the 
Villawood Detention Centre riot cases, 
in which he was charged with running 
14 separate prosecutions.  The Attorney 
noted that Greg maintained 'constant 
composure in dealing with the demands 
of all those legal representatives.'

There is no doubt that Greg was a 
fine lawyer who had all the qualities 
which would equip him for a long 
and distinguished career on the bench. 
Everyone in the law who knew him 
shares that view.

Greg was a tremendous husband, 
father, son and brother and he had an 
endless affection and admiration for 
his wonderful mother Pat, who took 
on the role as a single mother to Greg, 
his brother Brian and their three sisters 
Helen, Susan and Stella (all of whom 
were aged between 5 and 11 years) 
following the sudden and untimely 
death of his own father Brian. 

He was a loving and devoted husband 
to his wife Jane and a fine and caring 
father to his two young children, Aiden 
and Prue.  He adored them both and 
often spoke about them with great pride. 
And in all his years as a Barrister and 
Judge he always managed to keep a keen 
and active interest in all the activities in 
which they were involved.  

But, and as I sit here preparing these 
words about Greg I know, as do so many 
other people, that he was so much more 
than just a great lawyer and a good and 
loving family man. 

When a person is taken from us 
so suddenly and in such tragic 
circumstances it is natural that people 
will be stunned and will have some 
trouble dealing with the loss of their 
friend. With Greg’s tragic and premature 
passing there was an outpouring of 
sorrow from so many people from so 
many different walks of life.

Was it his natural warmth and kindness 
or was it his dry sense of humour that 
those of us who are left will remember 
most? Or was it some other aspect of his 
personality which so attracted people to 
him?

It’s now just over two months since 
Greg’s passing and, over that time, so 
many people have spoken to me about 
times that they had with Greg and how 
much they have been saddened by his 
death. 

Greg is survived by his wife Jane and by 
his two children Aiden and Prudence. 
I know that I and so many of Greg’s 
friends and associates will be there for 
them if ever and whenever they might 
need us. It’s the least that any of us can 
do for such a fine man. We will all miss 
him. 
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