It has been argued before the Federal Court that only some of the parties
to the Yorta Yorta native title action can claim descent from the original
owners of the contested Murray Valley land. Counsel for the Victorian
Government Michael Wright challenged the claim by the Yorta Yorta
people that their ancestors were the original owners of the land on the
NSW/VIC border, at the time of white settlement. The Yorta Yorta
people are claiming about 400 sq km of crown land, this includes state
parks and forests along the Murray, Goulburn , Ovens and Edwards rivers.
(Age, 5 August, pA2) Mr Wright suggested that the Government could
show that last century various sub-groups held entitlement to use the land
and water at issue. Therefore, native title did not reside with the Bangarang
tribe, who is related to the Yorta Yorta, or any wider group. (HS, 5
August, pl4)*
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RECENT
PUBLICATIONS

Native Title Research Unit Publications

The following NTRU publications are available from the AIATSIS
Publications Sales Assistant (Tel: 02 6246 1191)

Proof and Management of Native Title

(Summary of proceedings of a workshop conducted by the Native Title
Research Unit, AIATSIS, on 31 January-1 February 1994 - cost (special
discount) $5 including postage).

Claims to Knowledge, Claims to Country: Native Title, native title
claims and the role of the anthropologist

(Summary of proceedings of a conference session on native title at the
annual conference of the Australian Anthropological Society, 28-30
September 1994 - cost $11.85 including postage)

Anthropology in the Native Title Era

(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by the Australian Anthropological
Society and the Native Title Research Unit, AIATSIS, 14-15 February
1995 - cost $11.95 including postage)

The Skills of Native Title Practice

(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by the NTRU, the Native Title
Section of ATSIC and the Representative Bodies, 13-15 September
1995 - cost $15 including postage)

Heritage and Native Title: Anthropological and Legal Perspective's

(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by The Australian Anthropological



Society and AIATSIS at the ANU, Canberra, 14-15 February 1996 ~
cost $20 including postage)

A Sea Change in Land Rights Law: The Extension of Native Title
to Australia's Offshore Areas by Gary D. Meyers, Malcolm O'Dell,
Guy Wright and Simone C. Muller. ($12.95 including postage)

The following publications are available from the Native Title
Research Unit, AIATSIS, Tel (02) 6246 1158, Fax (02) 6249 1046
(issued free of charge)

Issues Papers published in 1996 and 1997:

No 9:The requirements to be met by claimants in applications for a
determination of native title, by George Irving

No 10:Native Title and Intellectual Property, by David H Bennett

No. 11:Raising Finance on Native Title and other Aboriginal
Land, by Joe Nagy

No. 12:Co-existence of interests in land: a dominant feature of the
common law, by Maureen Tehan

No. 13: Wik- the way forward, by Rick Farley
No. 14: Lighting the Wik of change, by Mark Love.

No. 15: Neither Rights nor Workability: The Proposed
Amendments of the Right to Negotiate, by Liz Keith.

No. 16: Racial Non-Discrimination standards and proposed
amendments to the Native Title Act, by Jennifer Clarke.

No. 17: Regional agreements in Australia: an overview paper by
Patrick Sullivan.

No. 18: The proof of continuity of native title by Julie Finlayson and
Ann Curthoys.

No. 19 Implications of the Proposed Amendments to the Native
Title Act by Tamara Kamien

Regional Agreements Papers:
No 2:Local and Regional Agreements by Justice Robert French

No 3:The Other Side of the Table: corporate culture and
negotiating with resource companies by Richie Howitt

No 4:The Emperor Has No Clothes: Canadian Comprehensive
Claims and their relevance to Australia by Michele Ivanitz

Other Publications include:



A Practical Guide to Choosing Consultants for Native Title
Claims, by Paul Burke

Native Title Newsletter (published bi-monthly)

Our email address is: ntru@aiatsis.gov.au.

This newsletter was prepared by Lisa Strelein and Terie Williams
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