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WA is now under native title claim much of it under multiple claim. The Premier added this
highlights the need for a stronger registration test and amendments to the right to negotiate.
(ST, 22 Feb, p7)

Mr Barker QC for the Mirriuwung and Gajerrong people argued in the Federal Court, the
notion that East Kimberley Aboriginal people had to produce ‘lost tribe’ proposition before
proving native title was wrong. (WAus, 31 Mar, p22)

South Australia
Aboriginal and civic leaders gathered in Port Adelaide to sign a document in support of
native title and the Wik decision. The mayor Ms Johanna McLuskey said the Federal
Government’s 10-point plan would “promote a land grab” to the detriment of the Indigenous
people. (Ad, 4 Feb, p10)

An attempt to stop construction of the Hindmarsh Island Bridge by Ngarrindjeri people is set
for hearing in the High Court. (WA, 4 Feb, p24) The court will be asked to determine the
right of the Commonwealth to make laws, which were to the detriment of Aborigines. This is
regarded by some as a question critical to the Government’s 10-point plan. (Ad, 4 Feb, p10)*
The Australian people had unwittingly empowered the Federal government to pass racially
discriminatory laws against indigenous Australians at the 1967 referendum, the Government
told the High Court. (SMH, 7 Feb, p6)*

Victoria
Groups including the Australian Conservation Foundation, the Ethnic Communities Council
and the Brotherhood of St Lawrence issued a joint statement condemning the Government’s
determination to push its 10-point plan through Parliament. They also called on Prime
Minister John Howard to acknowledge the need for negotiation and cooperation, and ensure
Crown land leased to pastoralists was not upgraded from leasehold to the equivalent of
freehold title. (HS, 23 Mar, p16)

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Native Title Research Unit Publications

The following NTRU publications are available from the AIATSIS Publications Sales Assistant (Tel:
06 246 1191)

Proof and Management of Native Title
(Summary of proceedings of a workshop conducted by the Native Title Research Unit, AIATSIS, on
31 January-1 February 1994 - cost (special discount) $5 including postage).
Claims to Knowledge, Claims to Country: Native Title, native title claims and the role of the
anthropologist
(Summary of proceedings of a conference session on native title at the annual conference of the
Australian Anthropological Society, 28-30 September 1994 - cost $11.85 including postage)
Anthropology in the Native Title Era
(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by the Australian Anthropological Society and the Native
Title Research Unit, AIATSIS, 14-15 February 1995 - cost $11.95 including postage)
The Skills of Native Title Practice
(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by the NTRU, the Native Title Section of ATSIC and the
Representative Bodies, 13-15 September 1995 - cost $15 including postage)



10

Heritage and Native Title: Anthropological and Legal Perspectives
(Proceedings of a workshop conducted by The Australian Anthropological Society and AIATSIS at
the ANU, Canberra, 14-15 February 1996 ~ cost $20 including postage)
A Sea Change in Land Rights Law: The Extension of Native Title to Australia’s Offshore Areas by
Gary D. Meyers, Malcolm O’Dell, Guy Wright and Simone C. Muller. ($12.95 including postage)
Regional Agreements: Key Issues in Australia Volume I, Summaries. Editor: Mary Edmunds (cost
TBA)
 The following publications are available from the Native Title Research Unit, AIATSIS,
Tel (02) 6246 1158, Fax (02) 6249 1046 (issued free of charge):

Issues Papers published in 1996, 1997 and 1998:
No 9: The requirements to be met by claimants in applications for a determination of native title, 

by George Irving
No 10: Native Title and Intellectual Property, by David H Bennett
No. 11: Raising Finance on Native Title and other Aboriginal Land, by Joe Nagy
No. 12: Co-existence of interests in land: a dominant feature of the common law, by Maureen 

Tehan
No. 13: Wik- the way forward, by Rick Farley
No. 14: Lighting the Wik of change, by Mark Love.
No. 15: Neither Rights nor Workability: The Proposed Amendments of the Right to Negotiate, by 

Liz Keith.
No. 16: Racial Non-Discrimination standards and proposed amendments to the Native Title Act, 

by Jennifer Clarke.
No. 17: Regional agreements in Australia: an overview paper by Patrick Sullivan.
No. 18: The proof of continuity of native title by Julie Finlayson and Ann Curthoys.
No. 19: Implications of the Proposed Amendments to the Native Title Act by Tamara Kamien
No. 20: Compensation for Native Title: Land Rights Lessons for and Effective and Fair regime

by J.C.Altman
No. 21: A New Way of Compensating: Maintenance of Culture through Agreement by Michael

Levarch and Allison Riding

Regional Agreements Papers:
No 2: Local and Regional Agreements by Justice Robert French
No 3: The Other Side of the Table: corporate culture and negotiating with resource companies

by Richie Howitt
No 4: The Emperor Has No Clothes: Canadian Comprehensive Claims and their

relevance to Australia by Michele Ivanitz
No.5: Process, Politics and Regional Agreements by Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh
No.6: The Yandicoogina Process: a model for negotiating land use agreements by Clive Senior

Other Publications include:
A Practical Guide to Choosing Consultants for Native Title Claims, by Paul Burke
Native Title Newsletter (published bi-monthly)

Our email address is: ntru@aiatsis.gov.au.

This newsletter was prepared by Chitra Majumdar and Kado Muir


