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NEWS FROM THE NATIVE TITLE RESEARCH UNIT

New AIATSIS building

AIATSIS recently celebrated the official opening of its new $13.7 million building with speeches by
its founder the Honourable W. C. Wentworth and its first Indigenous Chairperson, Mr. Ken Colbung.
To mark this historic occasion, the traditional owners of Canberra, the Ngunnawal People,
performed a smoking ceremony.  The Institute also hosted a visit of the Anbarra People from north
central Arnhem Land who performed a Rom ceremony over three days.

New Access Officer

Angela Terrill has joined the NTRU as Access Officer. She will be providing AIATSIS library
services and document delivery. Angela has recently returned to Australia after a post-doctoral
research fellowship at the Max Planck Institute in Germany. She has a PhD in linguistics from the
Australian National University, and has been working on the languages of Queensland, as well as the
Papuan languages of Island Melanesia. In addition to her position with us, she is a Visiting Fellow at
the School of Language Studies at the ANU.

AIATSIS Research Grants
AIATSIS provides grant funding for research each year.  The current year’s information packet
and application form is available at http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/rsrch/rsrch_grnts/rg_abt.htm or by
post through Grants Administrator, Research Section, AIATSIS, GPO Box 553, Canberra, ACT
2601.  The closing date for the application is 31 January.  Please note that referees reports and
evidence of community support for research must accompany the application.  The applicants will be
advised of their success or otherwise in July 2002 and funds will become available in August 2002.

Issues papers
Graeme Neate and Bruce Shaw have each written Issues Papers for the NTRU.  Graeme Neate has
graciously allowed us to publish his summation of the National Native Title Tribunal's Native Title
Forum 2001: Negotiating Country held in the first week of August in Brisbane, ‘Review of
Conference:  Emerging Issues and Future Directions’.  Bruce Shaw, a well known anthropologist
turned oral historian, provided ‘Expert Witness or Advocate? The Principle of Ignorance in Expert
Witnessing,’ a version of his presentation at the Australian Anthropological Society meeting, also in
August.

Those of you on our distribution list will receive copies shortly. The papers will be posted on our
web-site as well. Should you wish to receive a copy, but are not on our mailing list, simply contact us.
We are still actively seeking Issues Papers from our readers. If you have a suggestion for a topic
or, better yet, have a paper you would like us to consider for publication please contact the Unit.

Croker Island on the web
Responding to the recent Croker Island decision in the High Court, the Unit has posted a web page
with comprehensive resources on the decision and sea rights in general. The site has several papers
about this decision, links to the High Court judgement and earlier Federal Court decisions, other
papers on the case, a brief bibliography of related materials, and links to other sites of interest. To
reach the site, go to http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/rsrch/ntru/ntru_hm.htm (the NTRU page) and click
on News and Notes or click on the Latest News button at www.aiatsis.gov.au. Paul Burke’s summary
of the decision appears on the next page.


