
dissemination and preservation of audiovisual 
materials, which are being requested more fre-
quently by native title clients. 
 
Grace organised a session on multimedia ap-
plications for endangered languages, pre-
sented a paper, written with Patrick 
McConvell on ‘Multimedia and the preserva-
tion of endangered languages – recent devel-
opments’, and served as Secretary for the 
Research Archives Section of IASA, docu-
menting the session and resolutions that were 
agreed on. 
 
Lara Wiseman has been liaising with native 
title representative bodies and other stake-
holders seeking feedback on a draft version of 
a new NTRU publication, the Native Title Re-
source Guide. The Guide is an on-line research 
resource that acts as a portal site for accessing 
information about native title. The Guide in-
cludes some brief commentary and collates 
native title information from a wide range of 
sources including: native title representative 
bodies, the National Native Title Tribunal, the 
Indigenous Land Corporation, government 
departments, the Agreements Treaties and 
Negotiated Settlements Project, and the Fed-
eral Court, providing one-stop access to na-
tive title web resources. For information 

about this project or to suggest material for 
inclusion in the Guide please contact Lara on 
02-6261 4244 or lara.wiseman@aiatsis .gov 
.au.  
 
The Indigenous Facilitation and Mediation 
Project (IFaMP) has commenced work on 
establishing an e-mail network for Indigenous 
facilitators and mediation practitioners.  The 
first issue to be discussed concerns the estab-
lishment of a register of Indigenous dispute 
resolution practitioners.  IFaMP is currently 
compiling a list of Indigenous practitioners, 
but questions such as access, criteria for inclu-
sion, and maintenance of the list past the life 
of the project (June 2006) need to be consid-
ered.  IFaMP would be pleased to hear from 
any Indigenous facilitators or mediators who 
wish to be added to this preliminary list. 
 
Individual reports on the three NTRB work-
shops held in May 2004 have been provided 
by IFaMP to participating NTRBs. The final 
summary report, with analysis of the issues 
and future directions, has been drafted.  Once 
comments have been received from the Pro-
ject Reference Group, the Report will be re-
vised and made available on the IFaMP web 
site in October. 

WHAT’S NEW 

Issues Papers 

Issues paper no. 28 is now available.  The pa-
per, Promoting Economic and Social Devel-
opment Through Native Title was to be 
presented at the Native Title Conference in 
June 2004 by Bill Jonas, the former Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Com-
missioner.  The paper is available online at 
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/rsrch/ntru/ntru_is
suespprs.htm.  To subscribe free of charge to 
the Issues Paper series please contact 
ntru@aiatsis.gov.au.  

 

 

 

Conference Papers 

Native Title Conference papers are now avail-
able on the Conference website (accessible 
through www.aiatsis.gov.au under Native Title 
Conference 2004).  Please note that this is not 
a complete list.  Papers will be posted as we 
receive them but speakers need to forward 
them to Serica.mackay@aiatsis.gov.au (Ph 02- 
6246 1171) before this can happen.   
 

NTRB.net  

NTRB.net, the website for and about Native 
Title Representative Bodies, has had a make-
over.  The website is designed as a guide for 
NTRBs to provide information and to assist 
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them in the performance of their statutory 
functions.  NTRB.net is also designed to pro-
vide information to native title clients and the 
general public in relation to information and 
developments of Australian native title issues.  
NTRB staff have access to the NTRB only 
sections of the website but members of the 
public still have access to a range of sites, such 
as the Native Title Business Exhibition, an 
exhibition of contemporary Indigenous art, 
the NTRB map, frequently asked questions 
about NTRBs and a resource directory.   
Visit www.ntrb.net 
 

New Publications 

Malcolm Allbrook and Dr Mary Anne Jebb, 
Implementing and Resourcing of Native Title and 
Related Agreements, a report commissioned by 
the National Native Title Tribunal.  Available 
from   
http://www.nntt.gov.au/whatsnew/10910051
12_2192.html 
 
M Langton, M Tehan, L Palmer and K Shain 
(eds), Honour Among Nations? Treaties and Agree-
ments with Indigenous People, Melbourne Univer-
sity Press, 2004. 
See the book review on page 7. 
 
The current issue of Dialogue, the newsletter 
of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Aus-
tralia, includes several articles on the abolition 
of ATSIC.  The abolition of ATSIC: silencing 
Indigenous voices?  Available from: 
http://www.assa.edu.au/publications/Dialog
ue/dial22004.pdf  
 

Library Digitisation Project 

The AIATSIS Library currently has eight 
online exhibitions as part of its digitisation 
program.  Included are complete copies of 
Dawn and New Dawn magazine, a magazine 
published in NSW from 1952 to1975 by the 
New South Wales Aborigines Welfare Board.  
Dawn and New Dawn provided interesting 
information and an exchange of news and 
views, they also contained articles about the 
conditions and activities on reserves, stations, 
homes and schools throughout New South 
Wales.   

As part of the digitisation program, the Li-
brary also has a Rare Book Collection avail-
able online called ‘Portraits’. 
 
Online exhibitions can be accessed through 
the AIATSIS website at http://www.aiat 
sis.gov.au/lbry/dig_prgm/online_exhibitions.
htm 
 

University of Western Australia Native Title 
Course 

The University of Western Australia has two 
new courses that commence in 2005 relevant 
to native title. 
 
The Graduate Certificate in Applied Anthro-
pology (Native Title & Cultural Heritage) aims 
to equip graduates with theoretical, analytical 
and practical skills required for practice in the 
fields of applied native title and cultural heri-
tage anthropology. The Graduate Diploma in 
Applied Anthropology (Native Title & Cul-
tural Heritage) builds on the units in the cer-
tificate course, with the aim of producing 
graduates with a capacity for independent re-
search and professional practice in the fields 
of native title and cultural heritage anthropol-
ogy. 
 
Further information about the courses can be 
obtained by going to http://www.anthropol-
ogy.arts.uwa.edu.au/home/applied_anthropol
ogy  
 

Launch of the Federal Court’s Native Title 
Infobase 

The Federal Court of Australia has launched 
its Native Title Infobase (NTIB).  The NTIB 
covers all aspects of Australian native title and 
also includes selected material from New Zea-
land, United States, Canada, Africa, Asia and 
other countries with Indigenous populations 
involved in disputes over access to their tradi-
tional lands.  
 
The NTIB contains selected material dating 
back to 1839 of which 60% is in full text. The 
Native Title Infobase can be found at: 
http://www.fedcourt.gov.au/catalogues/searc
h.html . 
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Australian Indigenous Cultural Network – 
online access through AIATSIS 

The Australian Indigenous Cultural Network 
(AICN) was an organisation aimed at provid-
ing Indigenous Australians with access to their 
cultural heritage materials held by public insti-
tutions in Australia and overseas.  AICN also 
helped consolidate and expand community 
collections, identify and access cultural infor-
mation held by collecting bodies, and consoli-
date and preserve Indigenous peoples’ own 
collections, expanding them with contempo-
rary narratives, especially those of the elderly. 
 
The AICN officially concluded business at the 
end of 2003 but the AICN collections over-
view is available for use by communities and 
researchers through the AIATSIS website.  
The sample of materials comes from nineteen 
museums and galleries throughout Australia.  
Collections are accessible by institution and 
the links to each are followed by bibliogra-
phies for Australian museums and art galler-
ies, each arranged by institution. 
 
Visit the Australian Indigenous Cultural Net-
work through www.aiatsis.gov.au 
 

ANTAR Report Card 
ANTAR, the organisation of Australians for 
Native Title and Reconciliation have released 
a ‘report card’ for the Liberal/National coali-
tion, Labour, Democrats and the Greens in 
anticipation of the federal election.  The re-
port card lists parties’ responses to standard 
questions under topics such as reconciliation, 
self-determination, Indigenous disadvantage, 
native title, stolen generations, and Indigenous 
heritage. Available from: http://www.Ant 
ar.org. au/election04_reportcard.html 

Sharing Australia’s Stories 

Sharing Australia’s Stories is a new grants pro-
gram administered by the Department of the 
Environment and Heritage that gives indi-
viduals, schools, local government authorities 
and not-for-profit organisations the opportu-
nity to show how their stories have contrib-
uted to the events and themes that have 
shaped our nation. 
 
Grants between $5000 and $50 000 are avail-
able for projects that contribute to the under-
standing of one of a number subjects, such as 
the course or pattern of Australia’s natural or 
cultural history, the principle characteristics of 
a class of Australia’s natural or cultural envi-
ronments, the aesthetic characteristics values 
by a community or cultural group, the social, 
cultural or spiritual history or life of a particu-
lar community or cultural group (see website 
for full list). 
 
Eligible projects could be about a place (in-
cluding a site, area, region, track or route, or a 
series of related places), community, activity, 
event, tradition, institution, or a family or a 
person.  Eligible projects could tell the story 
of an aspect of Australia’s natural heritage that 
has been important in shaping the flora, fauna 
or landscapes of the continent, or could in-
volve activities such as publishing brochures, 
books, guides or website or developing 
events, displays, interpretative exhibitions or 
signage.   
 
Applications close 15 October 2004.  For 
more information visit www.deh.gov.au 
/progams or contact the Dept of the Envi-
ronment and Heritage on 1800 653 004 (free 
call). 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
AIATSIS Conference 2004 

The AIATSIS Conference 2004 is being held 
at the Australian National University in Can-
berra from Monday 22 to Thursday 25 No-
vember 2004.  The theme of the conference is 
Indigenous Studies - Sharing the Cultural and Theo-
retical Space and its aim is to encourage and 

provide for discussion of intercultural ap-
proaches to research and related matters.   
 
At present, proposed sessions include: In-
digenous tourism in Australia, sharing land 
and the politics of property, Indigenist re-
search, making space for Indigenous cultural 
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