
Australian Indigenous Cultural Network – 
online access through AIATSIS 

The Australian Indigenous Cultural Network 
(AICN) was an organisation aimed at provid-
ing Indigenous Australians with access to their 
cultural heritage materials held by public insti-
tutions in Australia and overseas.  AICN also 
helped consolidate and expand community 
collections, identify and access cultural infor-
mation held by collecting bodies, and consoli-
date and preserve Indigenous peoples’ own 
collections, expanding them with contempo-
rary narratives, especially those of the elderly. 
 
The AICN officially concluded business at the 
end of 2003 but the AICN collections over-
view is available for use by communities and 
researchers through the AIATSIS website.  
The sample of materials comes from nineteen 
museums and galleries throughout Australia.  
Collections are accessible by institution and 
the links to each are followed by bibliogra-
phies for Australian museums and art galler-
ies, each arranged by institution. 
 
Visit the Australian Indigenous Cultural Net-
work through www.aiatsis.gov.au 
 

ANTAR Report Card 
ANTAR, the organisation of Australians for 
Native Title and Reconciliation have released 
a ‘report card’ for the Liberal/National coali-
tion, Labour, Democrats and the Greens in 
anticipation of the federal election.  The re-
port card lists parties’ responses to standard 
questions under topics such as reconciliation, 
self-determination, Indigenous disadvantage, 
native title, stolen generations, and Indigenous 
heritage. Available from: http://www.Ant 
ar.org. au/election04_reportcard.html 

Sharing Australia’s Stories 

Sharing Australia’s Stories is a new grants pro-
gram administered by the Department of the 
Environment and Heritage that gives indi-
viduals, schools, local government authorities 
and not-for-profit organisations the opportu-
nity to show how their stories have contrib-
uted to the events and themes that have 
shaped our nation. 
 
Grants between $5000 and $50 000 are avail-
able for projects that contribute to the under-
standing of one of a number subjects, such as 
the course or pattern of Australia’s natural or 
cultural history, the principle characteristics of 
a class of Australia’s natural or cultural envi-
ronments, the aesthetic characteristics values 
by a community or cultural group, the social, 
cultural or spiritual history or life of a particu-
lar community or cultural group (see website 
for full list). 
 
Eligible projects could be about a place (in-
cluding a site, area, region, track or route, or a 
series of related places), community, activity, 
event, tradition, institution, or a family or a 
person.  Eligible projects could tell the story 
of an aspect of Australia’s natural heritage that 
has been important in shaping the flora, fauna 
or landscapes of the continent, or could in-
volve activities such as publishing brochures, 
books, guides or website or developing 
events, displays, interpretative exhibitions or 
signage.   
 
Applications close 15 October 2004.  For 
more information visit www.deh.gov.au 
/progams or contact the Dept of the Envi-
ronment and Heritage on 1800 653 004 (free 
call). 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
AIATSIS Conference 2004 

The AIATSIS Conference 2004 is being held 
at the Australian National University in Can-
berra from Monday 22 to Thursday 25 No-
vember 2004.  The theme of the conference is 
Indigenous Studies - Sharing the Cultural and Theo-
retical Space and its aim is to encourage and 

provide for discussion of intercultural ap-
proaches to research and related matters.   
 
At present, proposed sessions include: In-
digenous tourism in Australia, sharing land 
and the politics of property, Indigenist re-
search, making space for Indigenous cultural 
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expressions of well-being in Aboriginal health 
research and practice, mapping the shared ter-
rain: Indigenous and non-Indigenous con-
cepts of landscape, developing a mutual 
relationship between theory and practice in a 
framework for dealing with culture and con-
flict, sharing language: making dictionaries for 
Indigenous languages. 
 
There are three registration types – full, 
AIATSIS Members, and full time students or 
unemployed concession.  Costs vary from be-
tween $100-$260 for a three day registration 
and from between $50-$125 for one day regis-
tration. 
 
For more information on the AIATSIS Con-
ference, or to register, visit the Conference 
website at www.aiatsis.gov.au and click on the 
‘AIATSIS Conference 2004’ link. 
 
Indigenous Research Forum 

The 6th Indigenous Research Forum is hosted 
by the Umulliko Indigenous Higher Educa-
tion Research Centre at the University of 
Newcastle.  This year’s theme is ‘Centering 
Indigenous Voices in Research’ and will take 
place from 29 November - 1 December 2004. 

The forum is intended for Indigenous re-
searchers and academics to present their re-
search or works in progress, to provide an 
opportunity and a space for Indigenous re-
searchers to get together, to allow Indigenous 
post-graduate students to meet and discuss 
issues relevant to them, and to explore cultur-
ally appropriate expressions of research out-
comes.   
 
For more information  call (02) 4921 6863 or 
go to: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/centre 
/umulliko/irf2004/ 
 
AAS Conference 

The Australian Anthropological Society An-
nual Conference is being held at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne from 28 September – 1 
October 2004.  This year’s theme ‘Moving 
Anthropology: Motion, Emotion and Knowl-
edge’ includes a session on challenges for an-
thropology in native title practice. 
 
More information is available from: http:// 
www.anthropology.unimelb.edu.au/AAS/  
 
 

FEATURES

Yorta Yorta Co-operative Land Manage-
ment Agreement 
 
Henry Atkinson 
Spokesperson for Council of Elders, Yorta 
Yorta Nation 
 
The peoples of the Yorta Yorta Nations 
struggle for a voice was ignored long, long 
ago, long before any thought of the coming 
together of clans to officially form the Yorta 
Yorta Nation. 
 
The Yorta Yorta peoples had put approxi-
mately 19 petitions/claims, including ones to 
King George V, the Governor of NSW, Vic-
torian Authorities and ruling bodies, for not 
only land but for compensation, acknowl-
edgement as traditional owners of their coun-

try and the right to self determination.  This 
was going back as far as 1860 and even before 
this time the Indigenous peoples wanted their 
land back, to be able to live as they had done 
for many thousands of years. 
 
Regardless that all members of the Yorta 
Yorta Nations were accepted by Western 
definition as belonging to the Yorta Yorta, the 
Western Law would not accept the peoples of 
the Yorta Yorta adapting to their culture 
whilst still retaining what remained of their 
own culture after the policies of assimilation 
and integration had decimated them.  So what 
was left for my people who were deemed as 
not belonging and our very being ‘washed 
away with the tides of history’ by Justice Ol-
ney.  Were we to give up?  How many years 
must we fight for what is morally and legally 
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