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Living with native title presents 
the experiences of native title    
holders and the corporations they 

have established to look after their 
native title interests. There are now 
more than 100 Registered Native 
Title Bodies Corporate (RNTBCs) 
across Australia. They operate in 
a profoundly intercultural context, 
where ‘western’ and Indigenous laws 
are constantly being interpreted and 
negotiated as part of generating a 
new suite of land management and 
holding practices for contemporary 
Australia. 
Living with native title documents 
their experiences through case 
studies from the Torres Strait, Far 
North Queensland, the Kimberley 
and Central Australia as well as the 
experiences of native title corporations 
that are parties to large mining 
agreements. The introduction and 
overview chapters provide further 
information on the RNTBC regime, the 
RNTBC review and reform process, 
findings from AIATSIS’s long-term 
research with RNTBCs, and an analysis 
of the key issues from the case studies.
Living with native title is the outcome of 
a three-year AIATSIS research project 
on RNTBCs in partnership with the 
Minerals Council of Australia and the 

Office of the Registrar of Indigenous 
Corporations with funding from the 
Department of Family and Housing and 
Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs. The experiences of RNTBCs 
remain a significant research agenda 
for AIATSIS.
This book is downloadable free 
of charge at www.aiatsis.gov.au/
research/publications.html
 
 
‘This is a timely book confronting the 
failures of Australian governments 
to incorporate Indigenous people’s 
inherent rights within the institutional 
fabric of Australian nationhood. The 
breadth of case studies explores the 
often overwhelming challenges faced by 
RNTBCs since their conception. It ignites 
a necessary reimagining of how this 
nation could embrace the potential for 
connecting Indigenous peoples, policy 
makers, governments and corporate 
bodies into the governance fabric of 
modern Australia.’
 
June Oscar,  
AO, AIATSIS council member, 
Chairperson Bunuba 
Dawangarri RNTBC, and CEO 
Marninwarntikura Women’s 
Resource Centre Fitzroy Crossing

LIVING WITH 
NATIVE TITLE: 

THE EXPERIENCES OF REGISTERED NATIVE 
TITLE CORPORATIONS  
Edited by Toni Bauman, Lisa M Strelein and Jessica K Weir
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