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Mount

b e a u t if u l  d r iv e  t h r o u g h  

th e  v iv id  a u t u m n  c o lo u r s  

o f  th e  O v e n s  V a lle y  

d e liv e r e d  m e  to  th e  h i s ­

t o r i c  M t. B u ffa lo  C h a le t  

a n d  b r e a t h t a k i n g  v ie w s  o f  th e  

V ic t o r ia n  A lp s .

It w as a  g a m b le  to  ta k e  th e  c o n fe r ­

e n c e  to  a lo c a t io n  fo u r  h o u r s  fro m  

M e lb o u rn e  b u t th o s e  w h o  m a d e  th e  trip  

e x p e r ie n c e d  fresh  m o u n ta in  air, a re la x e d  

a tm o s p h e re  an d  o n e  o f  th e  b e st p ro g ra m s 

A PL A  h a s  p u t to g e th e r  a n y w h e re .

T h e  first s e s s io n  w a s d e v o te d  to  th e  

re c e n t ly  ta b le d  W o r k C o v e r  A m e n d m e n t  

B ill. W e  n o t  o n ly  g o t e x p e r t  c o m m e n ta r y  

Iro m  b a r r is te r  J o h n  B o w m a n , b u t  a lso  

h e a rd  th e  in s id e  s to r y  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  

p r o c e s s , fro m  s o l ic i to r  R ic h a rd  M o rro w  

a n d  a c t u a r y  R ic h a r d  C u m p s to n . 

E v e ry o n e  w h o  h e a rd  th e s e  tw o  

s p e a k e r s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

fa s c in a te d  b y  th e  in s ig h ts  

th e y  p ro v id e d . It is  a n  

e x c e lle n t  in s tr u c t io n  in  

h o w  th e  p o lit ic a l  p r o c e s s  

w o r k s . It is  o n e  o f  A PL A s 

s t r e n g th s  th a t  w e  c a n  

s h a re  th e s e  le s s o n s .

E q u a lly  illu m in a tin g  w ere

ta lk s o n  T h e  A M A  G u id es 

from  P ro fesso r P eter D isler,

P o lice  a ssa u lts  fro m  B a rris te r  

D y so n  H o re -L a cy  Q C , s u p e ra n n u a ­

tio n  cla im s, sp o rtin g  in ju r ie s , n ig h t-  

c lu b b in g , g o lf  an d  m u c h  m o re .

T h e  c o n fe r e n c e  D in n e r  w a s  a s  u su a l 

a g re a t s u c c e s s . T h e  o n ly  d if f ic u lty  is to  

try  an d  s to p  th e  d in e r s  c h a tt in g  to  e a c h  

o th e r  fo r  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  in tr o d u c e  th e  

s p e a k e r s  a n d  p re s e n t  th e  C iv il J u s t ic e  

A w ard s. T h is  y e a r  a w a rd s  w e n t to  D r. 

S t e p h e n  B o ls in  a n d  D a r r e n  B o la m . 

T h o s e  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e  1 9 9 9  N a tio n a l 

C o n fe r e n c e  m a y  h a v e  h e a rd  Dr. B o ls in  

te ll h o w  h e  ra ised  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  u n a c ­

c e p ta b ly  h ig h  d e a th  ra te s  a m o n g  c h i l ­

d re n  u n d e r g o in g  c e r ta in  p r o c e d u r e s  at 

B r is to l  H o s p ita l . T h e  r e s p o n s e  fro m  

th o s e  w h o  sh o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e th in g  

a b o u t  th is  w a s  far le ss  th a n  th e  

c h i ld r e n  d e s e r v e d . T h a t  

S te p h e n  p e r s is te d  w ith  h is  

c o n c e r n s  to  h is  g re a t  

d e tr im e n t , s h o w s  w h a t 

a w o r th y  re c ip ie n t  h e  is. 

D a r r e n  is  a b a d ly  

in ju r e d  w o r k e r  w h o  

a llo w e d  A P L A  to  fe a tu re  

h im  in  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  d u r ­

5-7 May

in g  th e  S t a t e  e le c t io n  

h ig h lig h t in g  th e  e ffe c t  o f  th e  

K e n n e t t  G o v e r n m e n t s  c o m ­

p e n s a t io n  c h a n g e s . I t ’s  h a rd  to  

im a g in e  w h a t it ’s  l ik e  to  su ffe r  th e  

in ju r ie s  D a r re n  h a s  a n d  th e n  g ive u p  

y o u r  p r iv a c y  to  th e  m e d ia  p a c k .

A f te r  d in n e r  S im o n  M c G r e g o r  

c r a n k e d  u p  h is  m ix in g  d e c k s  an d  s u p ­

p lie d  c o o l  g ro o v e s  fo r  th e  d a n c e r s  u n til 

w ell a f te r  th e  t im e  th e  m a n a g e r  th o u g h t 

w a s  a p p r o p r ia te .

T h e  t itle  o f  th e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  “In to  

th in  a ir  - a n d  b a c k  a g a in ” w a s, as 

P re s id e n t  A u d re y  J a m ie s o n  sa id  in  h e r  

in t r o d u c t io n , b o th  a r e fe re n c e  to  th e  lo ss  

o f  C o m m o n  L aw  rig h ts  to  in ju r e d  w o r k ­

e rs  a n d  it ’s  im m in e n t  r e tu r n  (w e  h o p e )  

as w e ll as to  th e  tr ip  u p  th e  M o u n ta in  

its e lf . A n d  s o , w e m a d e  o u r  w a y  “b a c k  

a g a in ” to  o u r  r e s p e c t iv e  to w n s  a fte r  

a n o t h e r  w o n d e r fu l c o n fe r e n c e .

T h a n k s  n e e d  to  g o  to  th e  s ta te  c o m ­

m it te e , L ee C a rm o d y , o u r  s p o n s o r s  L B C  

a n d  A m b e r m in d -C o u r tr o o m  S im u la t io n  

a n d  A n im a tio n , T a m a ra  D ic k s o n  a n d  

h e r  te a m  P a sca l a n d  S u e  fro m  S tra te g ic  

M a n a g e m e n t  Is su e s  G ro u p .

I w o n d e r  w h e r e  w e ’ll g o  n e x t  y e a r?

□
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