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“ it ’s clear th a t w hat happens to  plaintiff 
rights in one state will soon happen in 

another. As advocates for plaintiffs’ rights we 
need to  learn from  the experience of those 

who have already had the  fight.”

I t’s time for the National Conference again Yippee!
And back in Queensland too. Oops! I forgot it's also 

educational.

As usual the October issue of Plaintiff contains 
reports from the state Presidents. Sharing experiences 
and learning from them is a major reason for the exis
tence of our organisation. It’s clear that what happens to 
plaintiff rights in one state will soon happen in another. 
As advocates for plaintiffs’ rights we need to learn from 
the experience of those who have already had the fight.

Also in this issue are lessons from the front in 
respect of environmental torts. The task of getting com
pensation for those suffering from the effects wrought 
on our environment is often fought against some the 
largest, most well-resourced of defendants.

You may have noticed the embryonic appearance 
of a new feature last issue with the title "Elevator". The 
idea behind this enterprise is to provide information as 
to who is doing what and where. It's not a gossip col
umn but an opportunity to see what is happening with 
other members. Learning from each other and seeing 
what is working and happening is an important part 
of APLA. So let us know what you are doing -  who has 
joined your organisation, where your new office is, 
what important things have happened to your practice 
or who in your area needs to have their 
praises sung.

I look forward to seeing you all at the conference 
sessions - or at the pool! Q3

G e o f f  C o a t e s  Baiiarat
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