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A winning combination -  
collaboration not self-interest

By Eva Scheer l i nck

W
h a t m a k e s  th e

A u s tr a lia n  L a w y e rs  

A llia n c e  s u c h  a 

u n iq u e  p ro fe s s io n a l 

a s s o c ia t io n  is  th e

w ill in g n e s s  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  to  p u t a s id e  

c o m p e t it iv e  d if fe re n c e s  in  th e  p u rs u it  

o f  ju s t i c e  fo r  th e ir  c o lle c t iv e  c l ie n ts .

T h e  re a d in e s s  to  s h a re  v a lu a b le  

in te l lig e n c e  w as th e  fo u n d a t io n  o n  

w h ic h  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  w a s  first 

e s ta b lis h e d , an d  it c o n t in u e s  to  b e  a 

s tr o n g  a n d  u n d e n ia b le  th re a d  r u n n in g  

th ro u g h  its  a c t iv it ie s  tod ay.

T h e  s p e c ia l  in te re s t  g ro u p  e m a il  lis ts  

a re  u s e d  b y  m e m b e r s  fo r  fe e d b a c k  on  

n e w  le g is la tiv e  p ro v is io n s , th e  u s e  o f  

e x p e r ts ,  a n d  to  a le r t  m e m b e r s  to  

r e c e n t ly  d e c id e d  c a s e s  w h ic h  c o u ld  

b e n e f it  c o lle a g u e s  in  r e p r e s e n tin g  

c l ie n ts .

T h e  s p e c ia l  in te re s t  g ro u p  m e e tin g s  

a t A llia n c e  c o n fe r e n c e s  a llo w  fo r  a 

fra n k  e x c h a n g e  o f  id e a s  a n d  k n o w le d g e  

th a t  in  a n o th e r  s e t t in g  c o u ld  b e  v ie w e d  

a s  th e  s h a r in g  o f  c o m m e r c ia l ly  se n s it iv e  

in fo r m a t io n  w ith  c o m p e t ito r s .

E a c h  w e e k ’s e d it io n  o f  Australian

Lawyers Alliance News (A L A N ), o u r  

w e e k ly  e m a il n e w s le tte r , is p a c k e d  

w ith  in fo r m a t io n  s u b m itte d  b y  

m e m b e r s . A g a in , th e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  

m e m b e r s  to th e  c o n t e n t  o f  A L A N  e a c h  

w e e k  are  a te s ta m e n t  to  y o u r  u n iq u e  

e n th u s ia s m  to  s h a re  in fo r m a t io n  w ith  

c o lle a g u e s  th a t m ig h t  le a d  to  th e  lo s s  

o f  c o m p e t it iv e  a d v a n ta g e  in  th e  m a r k e t  

b u t  p ro v id e s  a w o r th w h ile  

c o n tr ib u t io n  to  a la rg e r  a im .

O u r  m e m b e r s  a ls o  re fe r  e x p e r ts  u se d  

in  lit ig a tio n  to  th e  A llia n c e  e x p e r t  

d a ta b a s e . E n try  o n to  o u r  e x p e r t  

d a ta b a s e  is o n ly  p o s s ib le  v ia  re fe rra l b y  

a m e m b e r , to  e n s u r e  th e  in te g r ity  o f  

th e  e x p e r ts  lis te d . A g a in , m e m b e r s  a re  

w ill in g  to  sh a re  a d v ic e  o n  e x p e r ts  u s e d  

to  s u p p o r t  c l ie n ts ’ c la im s  w ith  

c o lle a g u e s  so  th a t th e y  to o  c a n  b e n e f it  

fro m  th e s e  c o n ta c ts .

T h e  A llia n c e ’s p o lic y  a n d  lo b b y in g  

p ro g ra m  a lso  in v o lv e s  m e m b e r s  

in tim a te ly . U s in g  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  

e x p e r ie n c e , y o u  c o lla b o r a te  to  d e v e lo p  

p o lic y  th a t  s tr iv e s  fo r  e q u ita b le  

o u tc o m e s  for w ro n g e d  in d iv id u a ls . 

T h r o u g h  c o o p e r a t io n  m e m b e r s  a c h ie v e  

e x p e r t  p o s it io n s  o n  a re a s  o f  th e  law  

w h e r e , a s  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  y o u r  

c l ie n ts ,  y o u  are  b e s t  p la c e d  to  p ro v id e  

o p in io n s  a n d  g u id a n c e  to  p o lic y  

m a k e rs . S tr iv in g  fo r  b e t te r  o u tc o m e s  

fo r  y o u r  c o lle c t iv e  c l ie n ts ,  y o u  o fte n  

p u t  s e lf - in te r e s t  a s id e .

S o  w h a t m a k e s  A u s tr a lia n  L a w y e rs  

A llia n c e  m e m b e r s  s o  w ill in g  to  p u t 

a s id e  c o m p e t it iv e  d if fe re n c e s ?  P e rh a p s  

y o u  are  m o tiv a te d  b y  th e  g re a te r  g o o d ; 

p e r h a p s  y o u  c a n  se e  th e  b ig g e r  p ic tu r e . 

P e rh a p s  y o u  b e lie v e  th a t w h a t g o e s  

a r o u n d  c o m e s  a ro u n d . O r  m a y b e  y o u  

s e e  th e  sc a le s  o f  ju s t ic e  w e ig h e d  in 

fa v o u r  o f  th o se  w ith  th e  r e s o u r c e s  to  

f in a n c e  l it ig a tio n  a n d  d ra w  it o u t  u n til

th e  o th e r  s id e  m u st  w ith d ra w  fo r 

f in a n c ia l  re a s o n s ; a n d  th a t th e  o n ly  w a y  

to  b a la n c e  th e  s c a le s  is to  sh a re  

k n o w le d g e  w ith  l ik e m in d e d  

p r a c t i t io n e r s  a im in g  to  p ro te c t  th e  

r ig h ts  o f  in d iv id u a ls .

W h a te v e r  th e  m o t iv a t io n  fo r L a w y ers  

A llia n c e  m e m b e r s ’ re a d in e s s  to  sh a re  

w ith  th e ir  c o lle a g u e s , it h ig h lig h ts  th e  

h e a r t  th a t lie s  a t th e  c e n tr e  o f  th e  

o r g a n is a t io n  a n d  th e  sp ir it  w ith  w h ic h  

m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t  th e ir  c l ie n ts ’ 

in te re s ts .

I c o m m e n d  th e  m e m b e r s h ip  fo r  y o u r  

o n g o in g  c o m m itm e n t  to  c o lla b o ra t iv e  

e n d e a v o u rs  th a t s e e k  to  c re a te  b e tte r  

o u tc o m e s  fo r w ro n g e d  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  

e n c o u r a g e  n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  

a s s o c ia t io n  to  s im ila r ly  e n g a g e  in  th is  

w o r th w h ile  e x e r c is e .

The Australian Lawyers Alliance 
would like to thank Kassie James for 
her hard work and dedication in her 
role as Managing Editor of Precedent, 
and before that, Plaintiff, since July 
2003. Kassie's two terms as Managing 
Editor have seen the journal transform 
into a truly professional 'must-read'. 
We wish Kassie well in her new 
endeavours. Meanwhile, we would 
like to thank Andrew Freer who was 
guest Managing Editor for this edition. 
Thank you, Andrew, for jumping in at 
the last minute. Ben Cochrane takes 
over as Managing Editor from the next 
issue which will focus on corporate 
responsibility and tort.
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