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J o s h  F o le y

JO SH  FOLEY, 26
University of Idaho, USA. Main interests -  international and 
environmental law. Other degree -  Bachelor of Arts in History.

Ranjini Acharya

R A N JIN I ACHARYA, 21
University of Sydney. Main interests -  criminal and family 
law. Other degree -  Bachelor of Science (Psychology).

Jo n a t h a n  Tyne K en  C h a n

I W ANTED TO STUDY LAW  t o  b e  a b le  t o  h a v e  a  j o b  th a t  
a l lo w e d  m e  to  h e lp  p e o p le .  W o r k i n g  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  la w  y o u ’ re  d e a l in g  w i t h  p e o p le s  h u m a n  r ig h t s  b y  
t r y i n g  t o  s e c u r e  t h in g s  w e  ( i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  A m e r ic a )  ta k e  f o r  
g r a n te d .

T h e  w o r l d  h a s  l i m i t e d  re s o u r c e s  a n d  I w o u l d  l i k e  to  h e lp  p e o p le  
w h o  a r e n ’t  i n  p o s i t io n s  o f  p o w e r  g e t  a c c e s s  t o  th o s e  r e s o u rc e s  to  
e n jo y  g o o d  s ta n d a r d s  o f  l i v in g .  I ’d  l i k e  to  w o r k  in  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  
p o l i c y  w o r k  t o w a r d s  th o s e  e n d s ,  o r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  
g r o u p s  o n  e d u c a t in g  th e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  th o s e  is s u e s .

I w o r k e d  w i t h  th e  s t u d e n t  d i v i s io n  o f  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  T r ia l  
L a w y e rs  o f  A m e r ic a  a n d  h e a r d  a b o u t  th e  L a w y e r s  A l l ia n c e  t h r o u g h  
th e m .  W h e n  I m o v e d  t o  A u s t r a l ia  1 v o lu n t e e r e d  b e c a u s e  th e  
A l l ia n c e ’s b r o a d e r  r ig h ts - b a s e d  a g e n d a  a p p e a le d  t o  m e .

JO N ATH AN  TYNE, 22

I HAD NO IDEA OF W HAT I WANTED TO DO a t th e  e n d  o f  
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a n d  la w  s e e m e d  to  p r o v id e  th e  m o s t  o p t io n s .  I t  a ls o  
g a v e  m e  th e  lo n g e s t  t im e  to  m a k e  u p  m y  m i n d  a b o u t  m y  fu tu r e !
1 d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i ly  w a n t  t o  u s e  m y  d e g re e  in  a  d i r e c t  w a y , m a 
c o u r t r o o m  s e t t in g .  B u t  I w o u ld  l i k e  to  p r a c t is e  in  a le g a l f ie ld  t h a t  
g iv e s  m e  c l ie n t  c o n ta c t  a n d  le ts  m e  u s e  m y  la w  d e g re e  in  ta n d e m  
w i t h  m y  p s y c h o lo g y  d e g re e .

1 w a n t e d  to  v o lu n t e e r  t o  g a in  e x p o s u r e  to  n o n - c o r p o r a te  le g a l 
o r g a n is a t io n s ,  a n d  g e t s o m e  w o r k  e x p e r ie n c e  w h i le  s t i l l  a t 
u n iv e r s i t y .  1 e s p e c ia l ly  w a n te d  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  th e  s ta n d a id  w o r k  
e x p e r ie n c e  a t c o r p o r a te  la w ’ f i r m s .

KEN CHAN, 22
University of Sydney. Main interest -  Medical Negligence. 
Other degree -  Bachelor of Science (Advanced).

University of Technology, Sydney. Main interests -  rights 
and liberties. Other degree -  BA Communications.

I S T A R T E D  L A W  B E C A U S E  I w a s  in te r e s te d  in  u n d e r s t a n d in g  
th e  w a y  th e  la w  im p a c t e d  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  I ’v e  a lw a y s  l i k e d  th e  id e a  o f  
a r g u in g  f o r  a l i v i n g .  I w a n t  t o  b e  in v o lv e d  in  th e  la w ,  e i t h e r  f r o m  a 
p o l i c y  o r  p r a c t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e .  I ’d  a ls o  l i k e  t o  f i n d  a c a re e r  t h a t  
a l lo w s  m e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  a r a n g e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e x p lo r e  m y  
in te r e s ts .

I s ta r te d  v o lu n t e e r in g  h e r e  b e c a u s e  I  w a n t e d  to  g e t  in v o lv e d  w i t h  
a n  o r g a n is a t io n  t h a t  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  is s u e s  -  n o t  
ju s t  th e  b o t t o m  l in e .  I  a ls o  s a w  i t  as  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i n d  o u t  
m o r e  a b o u t  le g a l jo b s  th a t  a r e n ’t  h i g h l y  p u b l ic i s e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’re  
n o t  i n  t o p - t i e r  c o r p o r a t e  f i r m s .

I WAS PARTICULARLY FASCINATED a t h o w  th e  la w  in te rs e c ts  
w i t h  s c ie n c e ,  as  i l l u s t r a t e d  w h e n  s c ie n c e  is  u s e d  to  e s ta b lis h  
e v id e n t ia r y  s ta n d a r d s  o f  p r o o f ,  o r  w h e r e  m is a p p l ie d  s c ie n t i f ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t s  r e s u l t  in  m e d ic a l  n e g l ig e n c e .  I a m  p a r t i c u la i l y  
in te r e s te d  in  th e  b io lo g i c a l  s c ie n c e s  a n d  a m  th e  D e p u t y  D i r e c to r  o f  
t h e  N a t io n a l  B io lo g y  O ly m p i a d  P r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  t r a in s  h i g i  s c h o o l  
s t u d e n t s  f o r  in t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t io n .  I w is h  to  b e c o m e  a 
p r a c t i s in g  s o l i c i t o r  in  a f i r m  r e p r e s e n t in g  p la in t i f f s  in  t h e i r  m e d ic a l  
n e g l ig e n c e  c la im s .

1 w a n t e d  to  u s e  th e  le g a l t h e o r y  1 h a d  le a r n e d  b y  e x p a n d in g  m y  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t s  in  th e  la w . W 'h e n  I f o u n d  
o u t  a b o u t  th e  L a w y e rs  A l l ia n c e  a n d  it s  w o r k ,  1 k n e w  I w a r t e d  to  
b e c o m e  in v o lv e d .
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