
IMPEACHMENT

F O R  W H O M , F R O M  W H E R E  …  

A N D  W H AT  A B O U T  T H E  

S E PA R AT I O N  O F  P OW E R S ?



D I S - L O D G E D

4  Australian Prime Ministers toppled 

In last 10 years

Lost confidence of their party



IMPEACHMENT 

UK

Michael de la Pole/1st Earl of Sussex.  

Convicted 1386

Henry Dundas/Lord Melville

Acquitted by House of Lords 1806



I M P E AC H M E N T  

B E YO N D  T H E  

U S / U K

South Korea 2017

President Park removed 



‘H IGH COU RT 

OF 

PARLIAMENT’

Legislatures have ‘judicial 

power’...

Contempt of parliament

MP disqualification

Impeachment (not Australia)



AUSTRALIAN 

CONSTITUTION
The Justices of the High Court and of 
the other courts created by the 
Parliament:

(i) shall be appointed by the 
Governor-General in Council;

(ii) shall not be removed except by the 
Governor-General in Council, on an 
address from both Houses of the 
Parliament … praying for such removal 
on the ground of proved misbehaviour or 
incapacity;

section 72



PA R L I A M E N T  –

R E M OV I N G  A  

J U D G E

Queensland  1989

Justice Angelo Vasta QC

Only removal in Australia since 

federation



TRIAL IN 

THE SENATE

Chief Justice Roberts 

(US) presiding

2/3rd majority needed


