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Information Technology 
concerns us all... '

Information 
Technology 
Week
743 August
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ALIC wants 
feedback
SINCE the last report on the activities of the 
Australian Libraries and Information Coun
cil (ALIC) appeared in InCite, the Council 
has finalised its working paper on Issues 
and Objectives to be addressed in the plan
ning of national library and related infor
mation services for Australia.

In this paper ALIC first sets out the prem
ises on which its establishment rests. It 
states what it sees as reasonable objectives 
and sets down the elements of a plan for the 
development of library and related informa
tion services in Australia. Finally, certain 
issues seen as basic to the development of 
such a plan are enumerated and discussed.

The Council is anxious to stimulate dis
cussion that will assist it in carrying out its 
functions. To this end the working paper 
has been distributed for comment to major 
library agencies and groups of librarians, 
authorities responsible for library services, 
including departments of education and sim
ilar bodies.

In addition, any comments would be wel
comed from other bodies or individuals. 
Copies of the working paper are available 
free on application to: The Secretary, Aus
tralian Libraries and Information Council, 
Box E12, Queen Victoria Terrace, CAN
BERRA ACT 2600. Responses would be pre
ferred by 1 October 1983, though every 
effort will be made to consider comments re
ceived after this date.

At the June Conference of Common
wealth and State Ministers with Responsibil
ities for the Arts and Cultural Affairs, ALIC 
made its first report to Ministers. While the 
major item was the work done on the Issues 
and Objectives paper, attention was also 
drawn to administrative arrangements, re
sources available to ALIC, and advice to 
governments.

Under the heading of Advice to Govern
ments, ALIC noted, as well as the Issues and 
Objectives paper, the establishment of State 
advisory committees on library services in 
South Australia, Tasmania and New South 
Wales and the setting up, in most States, 
and in the Northern Territory, of advisory 
committees on library services to the handi
capped. ALIC reported that the separate 
questions of national information policy and 
library services to ethnic communities had
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AUGUST 7 to 13 is Information Technology 
Week 1983. The week is sponsored by the 
Department of Science and Technology and 
the Australian Computer Society, and its 
aim is to make people more aware of the de
velopments in technology which are affect
ing their daily lives.

Lots of activities are to be held in all 
states, including displays of new and old 
technologies, films, seminars, hands-on ses
sions where people can try out the latest in 
computers and the huge range of equipment 
now in use. There will be open-house dem
onstrations by stock exchanges, captioning 
centres, suppliers of computer and commu
nications equipment, and libraries.

Special programs are planned for schools 
- a primary school activities book, and a 
computer package containing a database 
with an antarctic theme for secondary 
schools.

In NSW attention will focus on displays 
and activities at regional shopping centres, 
and a major exhibition at the new Power
house Museum (to run until 11 September). 
A personal computer will be awarded to the 
winner of an ITW crossword competition.

Branches of the Association are support
ing ITW and will be arranging special 
library-oriented activities and distributing 
leaflets and programs.

Activities are free, and everyone is invited 
to get with IT!

Special Libraries 
Conference Sept 26-29
THE THEME of this year’s Conference i< 
The Management of Resources in Librar 
ies’. This takes up the management aspec 
of previous Conferences and applies it spe 
cifically to the sharing of resources. In pre 
sent library conditions of shrinking bool 
budgets and diminishing staff numbers, w( 
hope that librarians will derive practica 
benefits from the discussions.

The programme includes a number o: 
panel sessions (including one on standards 
which invite general participation, in ad 
dition to the usual lecture formats. The key 
note address will be delivered by Dr Dennis 
Lewis, the Director of ASLIB. The Section is 
also sharing a speaker with the Informatior 
Science Section, whose own Conference is 
from 29-30 September. He is Mr Josepl 
Becker, of Becker and Hayes, Inc, Califor 
nia, USA.

The Section’s Annual General Meeting 
will take place on Thursday afternoon, anc 
the Conference Dinner will be held or 
Wednesday evening. All meetings and so 
cial functions will be held at the Conference 
venue, the Parmelia Hilton Hotel.

Registration brochures can be obtainec 
from: Ken Rawlings and Associates, 25'i 
Adelaide Tee, Perth, WA 6000. (Tel (09 
325 4427.)
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PUTTHEEN 
LC NATIONAL UNIO

ON MICROF CHE 
IN \OUR DESK DRAWER 

AND UPDATE IT 
WITH THE NEW NUC.

Imagine the LC National Union Catalog 
from 1898 to 1982 in convenient, easy to 
use microfiche.

Now, ALS offers exclusively, this multi
purpose reference source; indispensable in 
cataloging, acquisitions, bibliographic ver
ification, interlibrary loan, reference and 
research.
CONVENIENT - The NUC microfiche edi
tion, consisting of 693 volumes, can be 
conveniently located at your fingertips 
and literally stored at a single microfiche 
reader station.
DURABLE — The NUC on microfiche will 
outlast the printed editions.
SAVES SPACE - The col
lection is contained in 54 
linear inches, saving 94% 
shelf space.
LOW PRICE - The ALS 
NUC microfiche edition 
saves 75% over the 
printed edition.
OTHER LC CATALOGS 
ON MICROFICHE - 
Also available, the 
COMPLETE Subject 
Catalog from 1950-82 
and Audiovisual and 
Music Catalogs, 1953-

82. Individual annuals and quinquenniums 
may be purchased.
NEW NUC ON MICROFICHE.

In 1983 ALS will publish four n»ew NUC 
in index/register format. The inew LC 
catalogs allow you to select the NUC most 
suitable for your specific needs.
FOUR SEPARATE INDEXES.

Now you can access the NUC by Name, 
Title, Subject and Series.
SINGLE LOOK-UP.

In most cases a single look-up will com
plete a search in a matter of seconds with 
the fully cumulated indexes.

TIMELY DELIVERY.
The NUC will be rushed air 
mail for earliest use in your 
library, increasing its use. 
LOW PRICES-BEST 
VALUE.

The new ALS COM- 
produced NUC is offered 
at the lowest price 
available. No other 

1 work — print, fiche, or 
; on-line — is a better 
I value.

For information, use 
the coupon, or call 
(617)470-0610.

I Nan J

City/Town Zip Code

Please rush me complete information on LC micropublications: 

D National Union Catalog □ Audiovisual Catalog
□ Subject Catalog □ Music Catalog

□ 1983 Current National Union Catalogs

Advanced Library Systems Inc.
93 Main Street 
Andover, MA 01810, U.S.A.
(617) 470-0610

Serving Libraries Throughout the World.
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^en referred to it by the Commonwealth 
Dvernment.
The Conference received the report and 
iproved in principle the establishment of a 
ldget for the conduct of ALIC’s affairs, to 
i contributed to on a proportional basis by 
ie Commonwealth, the States and the 
□rthern Territory. The major item in this 
idget was to cover a survey of conserva- 
Dn needs.
ALIC also presented papers to the Confer- 
lce on conservation of library and archival 
aterials and on the Australian Biblio- 
*aphic Network (ABN). The Conference ac- 
:pted unanimously the recommendations 
ipended to these papers. Approval was 
ven for ALIC to prepare a detailed pro- 
>sal on both short and long term require- 
ents for developing a nationally co- 
dinated program for the conservation of 
Drary and archival materials. The Confer- 
ice expressed its support for the continued 
welopment of ABN and drew attention to 
ie need for appropriate resources to main- 
in the momentum of ABN’s development 
id ensure its more rapid availability to 
Draries of all types.
One Minister referred to the backlog of 

sms for inclusion in the National Union 
atalogue of Library Materials for the 
andicapped (NUC:H) and urged that the 
ational Library’s staff resources in this 
*ea be strengthened. The fact that the Na- 
Dnal Library was still providing the secre- 
iriat for ALIC was commented on 
^favourably by one Minister and the Com- 
ionwealth Minister stated that this prob- 
m was being addressed. '
Finally, one Minister pointed out that the 

>ecific resource need for ABN was for it to 
s excluded from public service ceiling re- 
raints, since it wa*s required to operate on 
basis of seeking full cost recovery. It was 
:ported that the Library had taken up this 
latter with the Public Service Board.
From the reception afforded to the ALIC 

^esentations to the Conference, it is quite 
ear not only that ALIC is being treated 
:riously by both Commonwealth and State 
id Territory Governments, but also that 
le library world is regarded as having its 
:t together in a way that has so far escaped 
le other areas of conern to the Conference. 
It is all the more necessary, accordingly, 

lat ALIC’s advice to governments be as

soundly based as possible. To this end ALIC 
is anxious that there be a full and early re
sponse to its Issues and Objectives paper.

With a view to making the papers and 
minutes of ALIC meetings available to those 
concerned with the provision of library and 
information services, the Council decided, at 
its fourth meeting held in Sydney on 9 June, 
that a depositary set of papers should be 
lodged with the State Libraries and the 
Northern Territory Library Service. These 
sets of papers, which will include the papers 
from the first meeting in August 1982, will 
contain the agenda, minutes and all papers 
cleared by the Council for distribution. The 
papers will be available for consultation 
from late July. Harrison Bryan
---------------------------------Chairman, ALIC
Preserving local 
government records
THE RECORDS created by local govern
ment in New South Wales are not preserved 
in a systematic fashion. Council minutes 
and similar material must be retained but 
the rest may be destroyed after six years. 
Some councils try to keep more, others do 
not.

A seminar was held on Friday 29 April at 
the State Archives Office to discuss the re
production and retention of various kinds of 
local government records. It was a notable 
success. More than seventy people attended, 
most of them well experienced in the hand
ling of local government records. Another 
thirty-five applications had to be rejected. 
These will be accommodated, together with 
some prompt new applicants at a repeat 
seminar in July.

The seminar was arranged by the Action 
Committee on Local Government Records, a 
wide-ranging group brought into being after 
a seminar in 1981. It has worked closely 
with the Local Government Office (one of 
whose officers has been seconded to the 
committee), and is associated closely with 
the Library Association of Australia (NSW 
Branch) and the Australian Society of 
Archivists (Sydney Branch).

In no sense was the seminar a matter of 
preaching to the converted — or, indeed, of 
preaching at all. It proved to be a tough and 
thorough presentation of the needs of Coun
cils in the retention of material and the atti
tude of the Local Government office to the

f Dinner in Honour of N
STIRLING CASSON

to mark the occasion of his retirement 
from the position of 

PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARIAN
31st August 1983 at the FERNILEE 

LODGE, Greenhill Road, Burnside, SA.
6.30 for 7.00 p.m.

ALL SECTIONS INVITED 
Cost (Prepaid) $20.00 per person

R.S.V.P. 22nd August, 1983 
To Irene Doskatch

Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
^___________(Phone: 45 0222)_________  J
problems involved. The professional archi
vists warned of the difficulties of cost and 
equipment and a legal speaker considered 
matters of copyright and the reproduction 
of evidence. A battery of experts discoursed 
on microfilm techniques — cameras, repro
duction, storage and retrieval. The final ses
sion of general discussion revealed the 
depth of interest in the problem and a gen
eral concensus that the need was greater 
than the obstacles. Ken Cable

Convenor’s note
The Archives Authority of NSW made 
available to participants preliminary edi
tions of Guidelines on Establishing a Micro
filing Programme, (Technical Paper, No. 3, 
The Archives Office of New South Wales, 
1983) and Microfilming of Records (Techni
cal Paper No. 4, The Archives Office of New 
South Wales, 1983).

Other supporting documents included two 
papers by Janet Howse, The Preservation of 
local government Records in NSW. Histori
cal and legislative requirements’ (presented 
to the Local Government Chapter, Records 
Management Association of Australia, 
8 September, 1982) and 'Access to local 
government records: the New South Wales 
situation’ (reprinted with permission from 
Archives and Manuscripts, Vol. 10, No. 2, 
December, 1982), and, from the same issue, 
'Micrographics and the law of evidence’ by 
Leslie Katz.

The association of Local Government 
Librarians was represented by Chris Hen
derson, Chief Librarian, Lane Cove Public 
Library.

It is planned to publish the seminar 
papers following the repeat seminar in July. 
------------------------------------ Patricia Ward
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QUEENSLAND INFORMATION?

THE QUEENSLAND BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY DIRECTORY
HAS THE LOT!

Don’t miss out on the Best Single Source of Queensland Commercial and Business Data
available to your library.

Please send .... copies of the Queensland 
Business & Industry Directory to the follow
ing address at the special Library price of $75 
post paid.
Authorised by:___________________________
Title:__________________________________
Library:________________________________
Address:________________________________
_____________________ Post Code_________

This 440 page 28cm X 20cm hard cover annual gives the user fast, 
convenient access to product, personnel and financial data about more 
than 1500 of the leading Queensland companies, their branches, sub
sidiaries and distributors. Cross-references of Industry and Postcode 
are also provided.
Hundreds of these companies have never been listed in any other di
rectory and, best of all, the information is updated annually.
Every state government office and every local government office is 
also in the Directory.

Address all orders to: P.A. Lambert, Sales Manager,
QUEENSLAND BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY DIRECTORY,
24 Annie Street, Kangaroo Point 4169, Qld. Australia. Tel: (07) 391 8633

The current QUEENSLAND BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY DIRECTORY is available to Libraries for the
special price of $75.00 post paid.


