19 October

Replacing the library

LAA membership
The Victorian Branch has been discussing, for
some time, the issue of LAA membership and
why professionals are either not joining or not
remaining in the Association.
Given that one of the perennial reasons is
the level of the fees, the Branch also con
siders that employers do not provide suffi
cient encouragement to their staff in the
matter of membership of professional associa
tions. To attempt to redress this, the Victorian
Branch
(i) believes that LAA members who are
responsible for employing staff should use
LAA membership as a guide to selection of
staff, recognising that this implies some
further commitment to the profession and
its practice.
(ii) recommends that the LAA mounts a vigor
ous campaign to make new professional
appointments subject to LAA membership,
as opposed to eligibility for LAA member
ship; this campaign to begin at State and
Federal Government level initially, to in
fluence government appointments, and
spreading from there to affect appoint
ments on statutory authorities, and other
government-funded bodies, e.g. Universi
ties, CAEs, etc.
The Branch recognises that this will not be
accomplished over night, but is convinced that
it will gain acceptability in the same way that
recognition of courses by the LAA is now ac
cepted by most employers.
We have to start somewhere, why not in our
own workplaces?
Diane Costello
Secretary
on behalf of the Victorian Branch

On behalf of the school I would like to thank
your Executive Committee for their very gen
erous donation of $500.00 to assist us in re
placing our library collection after our fire. We
are overwhelmed by your generosity and con
cern for our school, and I can assure you that
your donation will help us tremendously in re
establishing our library.
I would like to take this opportunity to apol
ogise for the lateness of this reply, but as you
can no doubt imagine, all of our energies have
been devoted to getting the library physically
repaired and trying to to keep normal pro
grams within the school functioning. It does
appear that we should be able to get use of
the library again early in this term, but the
massive job of replacing our stock will prob
ably take at least another 12 months or so.
If at any time in the future our school can
assist your association with any projects do not
hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely,
R. M. Lavender,
Principal
Ultimo Public School

Now available!
Limited edition

FACSIMILE MACHINES
FOR LIBRARIES
by Dan Eaves
A comprehensive and up to date
consumer guide to telefacsimile
equipment on the Australian Market
— and its application in libraries.
Includes a layman's introduction to
the technology, and detailed com
parison of all features of today's
equipment.

PRICE: $80.00
Orders to: CAVAL Limited,
792, Elizabeth Street, Melbourne
3000.
LAA HANDBOOK 1984 EDITION
— LIMITED STOCK AVAILABLE —
$18.00 non-members; $12.00 LAA members
Order Now from LAA Office!

AWA's computer systems use relational data base techniques which are
particularly suitable for handling variable length bibliographic information.
□ AWA offers a turnkey system based
on a single supplier philosophy — the
hardware, software and service are all
supplied by AWA.

□ URICA Systems are suitable for virtually
any size of library, handling from 1 to
over 200 on-line terminals, and over a
million on-line bibliographic records.

□ Upon a simple instruction, the terminal
connected to URICA may be readily
switched to access the
Australian Bibliographic Network.

□ The flexibility of URICA makes it suitable
for all types of libraries, including public,
technical, corporate, academic, State
and National libraries.

Recognised as Australia's leading library system, URICA was developed by AWA in
Australia and is now gaining significant acceptance overseas.

Page 7

Non-book records
on ABI\I
SINCE the introduction of the format for non
book materials on ABN in July 1983, the num
ber of records available for shared cataloguing
and sharing of resources has increased
significantly.
LC MARC tapes are added to the database
on a regular basis; the films file includes rec
ords created 1972 to date for both films and
video recordings; the maps file contains rec
ords created March 1983 to date. The first LC
music tapes was released April 1984, and will
shortly also be added to ABN. This file con
tains records for both music and sound
recordings.
The National Library of Australia’s Film
Lending collection file together with records
created since 1978 for Australian films was
loaded onto ABN in May 1984. These files
contained almost 22,000 records for films and
video recordings. NLA holdings are to be
added at a later date. The New South Wales
Library is presently adding holdings to those
items within its collection. It is planned to
continue loading tapes from the Film Lending
Collection quarterly.
As of July 1984 there were 16,000 partici
pant holdings for non-book materials on ABN,
and during August almost 1,400 original rec
ords were created through participant cata
loguing programs. Records for a wide range of
media have been created, including maps,
music, sound recordings, video recordings,
films; slides, pictures, kits and realia.
The APOLLO Project from the National
Library’s Pictorial Section has resulted in more
than 4,000 records being created for oils,
watercolours and art photographs, thus pro
viding on-line access to items within its
collection.
A project has also been mounted to create
interim records with holdings for all acetate
disks held in the National Sound Archive.
These disks contain early Australian radio
speeches, programs, etc. To date 4,500 rec
ords have been created.
The University of Western Australia and the
Western Australian College of Advanced Edu
cation are co-operating in cataloguing music
scores and sound recordings. The Library
Board of Western Australia has also been in
vited to participate. This project will be a val
uable source for music cataloguing data as well
as in sharing resources.
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