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ON CENSORSHIP
Eleanor, Elizabeth, the book mentioned in the 
article on censorship in schools (InCite, 26 
July, 1985) is one of a number of titles includ
ing Judy Blume’s Forever, Paul Zindel’s My 
Darling, My Hamburger, Aidan Chamber’s 
Dance on My Grave and Go Ask Alice which 
have been perceived as having value by many 
librarians but at the same time contain ideas 
and/or language from which some believe 
young people should be ‘protected’.

Jean Hart and Anne Biddell discuss this 
issue in an excellent article in Scan 85/2 (pub
lished by the Division of Services, NSW 
Department of Education). They point out ‘it 
is natural to wish to protect children from the 
“dark shadow of human existence’’ but fruit
less to do so in the face of the child’s own in
evitable awareness gained through exposure 
to mass media and to life itself’.

Thoughtful consideration of the titles 
already mentioned has usually led to their 
continued inclusion in the library collection. 
Indeed in view of official statements such as 
the Aims of Primary Education of NSW (NSW 
Department of Education) which refers to the 
development of ‘responsible self-direction and 
moral autonomy’ a protectionist attitude is 
hard to justify. The library should provide the 
opportunity for students to exercise the criti
cal skills developed in their school study of lit
erature and to apply those critical skills even 
to ‘the dark shadow of human existence’.

In schools the library statement on collec
tion development (selection), approved by the 
principal, should reflect these considerations 
and should also allow for procedures to follow 
if materials are questioned.

Such procedures might include a require
ment that complaints about material be made 
in writing on a form designed for this purpose.

The form should elicit
• specific examples of what is regarded as 

offensive.
• comments as to any value the material 

may have.
• the expected impact of the material on the 

reader.
• suggestion for alternative materials on the 

topic.
Such a form might then be presented to a 

school committee (including perhaps the prin
cipal, head teachers from appropriate facul
ties, teacher-librarian, specialists as required, 
eg the school counsellor, representatives from 
the parent body) for a decision on whether the 
material should be excluded from the library 
collection.

The committee’s deliberation should include 
reference to the school’s collection building 
statement and to such documents as the LAA 
Policy Statement on Freedom to Read. The 
committee’s written report should be kept on 
file and a response be prepared for the origi
nal complainant.

It is acknowledged that parents have the 
right to request that their own child not be 
allowed access to certain materials and the 
school librarian can easily arrange this. How
ever such arrangements should should not 
impinge on the rights of other students to 
freedom of information.

In 1953 Lester Asheim wrote, ‘Ultimately 
the selector has faith in the intelligence of the 
reader, the censor only in his own’. Eleanor, 
Elizabeth has received accolades from the 
judges of the Angus and Robertson Writers for 
the Young Fellowship, and from the Child
ren’s Book Council, as well as some criticism 
of its content from other members of the com
munity. Young readers should not be denied 
the opportunity to form their own opinions.

Merran Dawson lieth McLaren 
For the School Libraries Section (NSW Group)

ACCESS MAKES 
IT EASIER
Melbourne librarians in architecture, 
engineering and related fields are forming an 
ACCESS group to develop an information net
work along the lines of the successfully 
established Sydney ACCESS group. (ACCESS is 
an acronym for Architects, Construction and 
Consulting Engineers specialist services.)

The inaugural meeting of ACCESS in Mel
bourne was held at Triad Information Man
agement Offices, 328 Flinders Street on 4 June 
1985. Eleanor Whelan chaired the meeting 
and introduced guest speaker Josie Taylor 
who is the Treasurer of ACCESS Sydney. She 
outlined the formation of ACCESS in Sydney 
in 1971 and its growth and achievements. The 
Directory of members and the Union list of 
periodicals (now out of stock — new edition 
planned for 1986) are two important exam
ples of the practical support ACCESS offers its 
members.

Following this meeting, the Management 
Committee of ACCESS Melbourne met for the 
first time on 10 July 1985, when it agreed to 
adopt the guidelines of ACCESS Sydney. Now 
librarians and information professionals in 
Melbourne can begin to consolidate and 
organise existing informal networks to estab
lish a co-operative support group. Write to: 

The Treasurer 
ACCESS Melbourne 
P.O. Box 169 
Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000

for membership information and details of the 
next meeting.

To advertise in InCite ring Jenny Men- 
zies on (02) 692 9233.

URICA.
The Library System you need from the Company you can trust

The URICA Library system from AWA Computers, 
provides the ideal computing environment for all your 
library functions.

□ Fast retrieval with minimal storage requirements.
□ Variable length records and fields.
□ Records are entered once with all modules using 

the same bibliographic data base.
□ Real time processing updates your library 

information immediately.
Recognised as Australia's leading library system,
URICA was developed by AWA Computers in Australia 
and has gained significant acceptance both in Australia 
and overseas.
URICA modules include: Circulation • Cataloguing • 
Authority File Maintenance • Acquisitions • Serials 
Control • Enquiry

AWA maintains Sales and Service offices in the major cities 
for maintenance and support. Call your AWA office for 
further information about URICA.

f) AWA COMPUTERS
Adelaide - 333 2044 
Brisbane - 3693577 
Canberra - 4775322 
Sydney - 922 3300

Hobart - 344532 
Melbourne - 5294133 
Perth - 321 9334
New Zealand - 760129 

Singapore - 469 8822


