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NOTES FROM THIE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Corporate Plan & Review

The CPR Committee has asked that all per-
sons who filled in the questionnaire be
thanked for doing so.

While the response rate was lower than was
hoped for, those received provided the Com-
mittee with some very valuable comment.

The Committee recognised that the ques-
tionnaire was very long and detailed and re-
quired considerable effort to complete. In
order to canvass the range of issues that had
been covered at the corporate plan hearings
however, it was necessary to survey with such
complexity. Once again, thank you for your
contribution.

It now seems likely that rather than distrib-
uting the Report of the Corporate Plan and
Review Committee with the last issue of In-
Cite for the year, as reported in InCite no. 17,
11 October, it will be distributed as a separate
mailing in late December or early January.

Inquiry into New Technology

and Employment

Following the input of a written submission
to the Senate Standing Committce on Science
and Technology Inquiry into New Technology
and Employment, the Association was asked
to appear at the Committee’s hearings in Syd-
ney. The Executive Director and the Past
President appeared on behalf of the Associ-
ation and a whole range of issues relating to
new technology and employment in the lib-
rary and information field were discussed.
These included the impact of not only com-
puters but satellites and laser discs as well as
the emergence of the information profes-
sional. The importance of the need for a
National Information Plan was stressed and

the Association was able to provide the Com-
mittee with its National Information Policy
document.

Australian Information Technology
Council

The Executive Committee has recommended
to General Council that the Association be-
come one of the founding members of a newly
formed Australian Information Technology
Council. The Association has been holding
discussions with the Institution of Engineers,
Australia, the Institute of Radio and Elec-
tronics Engineers, the Telecommunications
Society and the Australian Computer Society
on the formation of such a Council and it has
been agreed by all bodies that its formation
would be advantageous to all concerned.

The founding members have agreed that
there is a need for co-operation and collabo-
ration in the rapidly expanding and diverse
field of information technology and the aim
of the body will be to share knowledge, make
use of overseas speakers, run joint continuing
education activities, seminars, etc. and poss-
ibly produce some joint publications. All the
groups agreed that it was essential that the
individual bodies continued to maintain their
own high profiles with their own
membership.

International Year of Peace
Following the August meeting of General
Council the Association has submitted an ap-
plication to the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs for funding for a project to establish
International Year of Peace resource centres
in public libraries in 1986. The Association has
been advised by the IYP Secretariat that the
project is one of only two at present under
consideration by the Department. Further in-
formation on the proposal can be obtained
from Sue Phillips at LAA House.

Freedom of information
Charges for requests under the Freedom of
Information Act were increased substantially
from 1 July 1985. At its August meeting,
Council resolved to protest to the Prime Min-
ister and Attorney-General at these in-
creases, and the Government's decision to
cease publicity for FOI. (See report in InCite
vol. 6 no 15, 13 September.) Responses have
been received from the Prime Minister and
the Attorney-General defending the Govern-
ment’s actions and indicating that libraries
will be considered as distribution centres for
FOI information, should publicity resume.
Meanwhile Senator Alan Missen has moved
in the Senate that the Regulations introduc-
ing the new charges be disallowed, and it is
understood that he has the support of the Op-
position Party and the Democrats. Further
developments will be reported in InCite.

Maternity leave

As I will be on maternity leave until the end
of February 1986 I would like to take the op-
portunity to wish you all a very happy Christ-
mas and all the best for 1986. I look forward
to returning to the LAA in the New Year.

Jenny Adams
Executive Director
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URICA.

The Library System you need from the Company you can trust

The URICA Library system from AWA Computers,
rovides the ideal computing environment for all your
ibrary functions.

and overseas.

Canberra — 4775322

Sydney

[0 Fast retrieval with minimal storage requirements.

[J Variable length records and fields.

[0 Records are entered once with all modules using
the same bibliographic data base.

[0 Real time processing updates your library
information immediately.

Recognised as Australia’s leading library system,
URICA was developed by AWA Computers in Australia
and has gained significant acceptance both in Australia

URICA modaules include: Circulation e Cataloguing e
Authority File Maintenance ® Acquisitions ® Serials
Control ® Enquiry

AWA maintains Sales and Service offices in the major cities
for maintenance and support. Call your AWA office for
further information about URICA.

@) AWA COMPUTERS

Adelaide — 333 2044
Brisbane — 3693577

Hobart — 344532
Melbourne — 5294133
Perth - 3219334
—9223300 NewZealand — 760129

Singapore — 469 8822




