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— the
bottom
line

Back in 1984 you elected a different kind of 
President. The first to take office from the 
private sector, and one whose time on LAA 
matters must be rationed. I do have a business 
to run, with staff and customers requiring 
attention, so the agreement with my em
ployer is that up to 25% of the normal work
ing day may be allocated to the LAA. If there 
is a deficit, I’ll have to make it up at the day’s 
end. Not that this makes me any different 
from any other office bearer performing that 
delicate balancing act between family, profes
sion and livelihood: I just thought I’d make it 
clear from the outset.

1986 will be quite a year for the Associ
ation. The Darwin Conference promises to 
stimulate the intellect and captivate the per
son in that atmosphere of friendly informality 
characteristic of the Top End. Months of ex
haustive travelling, listening and submission 
consideration have culminated in a Corporate 
Plan destined for wide discussion preceding a 
re-vitalised Association. The campaign for 
Commonwealth Assistance to Public Libraries 
is rolling, National Information Policy is at last 
an issue, and the LAA turns 49 in the Inter
national Year of Peace.

Through all this the day to day activities of 
our Association continue in the States, in the 
Sections, in the Groups, mostly co-ordinated 
from LAA House. For those of us comprising 
the estimated 650 members of committees and

councils and task forces and working parties, 
1986 is going to be a challenging year. It will 
test our commitment to promoting and im
proving our libraries, our services, our stand
ards and our status. For other members, all 
6350 of you, why not make 1986 the year to 
pitch in? There’s plenty to do, and there’s 
never been a better time to make a construc
tive contribution.

Presidents are meant to be accessible, and 
within the constraints mentioned above, I’ll 
do my damnedest. I plan to visit each Branch 
at least once, and through this regular column 
to report to all members on what I see as our 
key concerns. My office telephone is (03) 
544 8433 and I consider myself fair game for 
any member wishing to raise any matter 
which impinges upon librarianship and library 
services.

Welcome to 1986. Let’s make it a milestone 
for every member. Ian McCallum

President
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What is an IFLA 
Conference
continued from page 1

The LAA’s Status of Women in Librarian 
ship Group is planning an International Forun 
on Women’s Issues to coincide with the IFL1 
conference. Some discussions have already 
been held with interested groups in othe 
countries.

The Programme sub committee is also con 
sidering the possibility of providing opportun 
ities for small group and one-to-one consulting 
during the IFLA Conference. With the rang< 
of countries and numbers of people at sucl 
conferences it is sometimes difficult to con 
tact or ‘track down’ the two or three peoph 
one really wants to meet or contact. So th< 
program committee is looking at ways t< 
assist. Such a venture fits in well with th< 
conference theme and focus.

OTHER SUGGESTIONS
If members have any other suggestions re 
lated to Program matters, the Program sub 
committee would be very interested to dis 
cuss them. We may be able to act on them o 
to channel them to the most relevant IFL7 
Division, Section or Round Table.

Marianne Broadben 
Chai

Program Sub-Committe< 
IFLA 198c

Inserts this Issue
All readers — D. W. Thorpe Catalogue 
NSW — Report of the Councillor-at-Large 
VIC — Vic Branch list of Office Bearers 
and AGM notice.

URICA.
Simply the best

library computer system ever invented.
Libraries have been central to 

mankind’s store of knowledge for 
thousands of years. But only today, 
with the advent of the URICA 
Library information system are 
librarians able to perform their 
proper function without being 
bogged down with routine clerical 
tasks.

URICA, tomorrow’s software, 
available today

The URICA Library system 
runs on the Reality/Sequel range of 
Microdata computers.

Being the most sophisticated library 
system available today, it is ideally 
suited for use in a wide variety of library 
applications such as Public libraries, 
regional libraries, major reference 
libraries, academic libraries, technical 
and professional libraries.

URICA helps librarians in:
• Enquiry
• Cataloging
• Circulation
• 0PAC (Online public access 

cataloging)
• Acquisition
• Serials Control

Software packages available
• URICA86
• Mini-URICA
• Special-URICA

Library management with 
improved control

Amongst its many uses, URICA 
reduces the labour component of 
many clerical tasks, reduces the 
cost of creating and maintaining 
bibliographical data, provides 
information in the form of reports on 
the library’s activities, and so 
provides library management with 
improved control over its resources 
and services.
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