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Some thoughts on

The
Australian
library 
Journal

— the current scene
HAVE BEEN thinking about the 
ustralian Library Journal and 
rhat it means to the Library Asso- 
iation of Australia.
Of course, I have a strong attach- 

lent to the Journal because I ed- 
ed it from 1959 to 1970, and in 
lose days editing meant not only 
seing that there were enough arti- 
les, news, book reviews and corre- 
pondence to fill its pages, but also 
roof-reading, deciding on lay-out 
nd pasting up and visiting the 
rinter to see it through the press.
I shall not forget how very pleased I was 
hen the Council finally gave in and allowed 
e to design a new format and, later, to issue 
eleven times a year. (The cover was actually 
anned and printed during one weekend on 
e Piscator press at the University of Sydney 
id given to the printer to copy.)
1 have looked at the various statements on 
e reasons for the publication of the ALJ t hat 
rious editors have made, and asked myself 
liether those reasons are still valid.
1 have also reflected on the frequently ex- 
essed desire of Australian librarians (dating 
ek to the 1890s), that there should be a 
ofessional journal. There were a few 
tempts to produce such a journal. The Lib- 
ry Record of Australasia published by the 
brary Association of Australasia in 1901-2 
*ted for six issues. The Library Journal 
blished by the Library Association of Vic- 
ria ran irregularly from 1937 to 1949. The 
uth Australian Branch of the Australian In- 
tute of Librarians produced a Quarterly 
Uletin — a very modest roneod production 
uch staggered through from 1944 to 1949.
far the most successful of journals on lih- 

rianship in Australia was the Journal of the 
dilutes Association of South Australia.
remember how delighted we were when 

s Australian Library Journal Vol 1, No 1 
peared in 1951, edited and largely written 
John Metcalfe, containing a stirring edito- 

1 plea that it was ours to make or lose. I re- 
miber also how much we South Australians, 
th our strong interests in book design and 
Dography, wished that our Editor cared 
•re about these things. But that was John 
■tcalfe.
t is twenty-seven years since I stated that 
' Policy of the ALJ must be the furtherance 
the objects of the Library Association of 
stralia through reporting news, increasing 
owledge, encouraging and reporting re- 
irch, encouraging professional debate and 
^resenting Australian librarianship to an 
ernational audience.
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by Christobel Mattingley

With the emphasis placed on edu
cation in Japanese society, it is not 
surprising that the library system 
is well developed. On a recent visit 
to Japan I visited twelve libraries, 
ranging from the National Diet Lib
rary in Tokyo to a local deposit col
lection shelved in the front room of 
the house of a village headman in 
Kawabata snow country near Tak- 
ada, where I was a guest.

Host librarians were most courteous in 
showing me their institutions and indefatig
able in arranging introductions to others. I was 
very conscious that it was their knowledge of 
English or German which made comunication 
possible, and without which the libraries 
would have remained largely closed books to 
me.

Major development has taken place in 
Japanese libraries since the 1950s. Many of 
the 4,800 public and institutional libraries in 
existence before 1940 were destroyed during 
World War Two, and the post-war advent of 
American concepts and personnel had signifi
cant influence on new patterns of librarian- 
ship and library service. The democratic 
principles embodied in the new Japanese con
stitution led to two major pieces of legislation 
which form the basis of modern library prac
tice — the National Diet Library Law, promul
gated in 1948, and the Public Library Law 
enacted in 1952 and amended seven times up 
till 1962.

The National Diet Library, the principle lib
rary of Japan, serves a dual role, as both par

liamentary and national library. It came into 
being in 1948, absorbing the former Imperial 
Library and parliamentary libraries.

It occupies a complete block near the 
National Diet building, in the heart of the 
government administrative office area of 
Tokyo. It is housed in a 24 year old six storey 
building with double basements, designed by 
Japanese architects in a public competition for 
the purpose. But its 172.5 kilometres of shelv
ing is now almost full, with a collection ap
proaching four million items, and its total floor 
space of 73,674 square metres is insufficient 
for expanding routine work and developing 
computer operations. An annexe to relieve t he 
pressure is under construction on an adjoining 
site.

Its four principal functions are a legislative 
reference service to the Diet, which takes 
precedence; service to government agencies 
through a system of 35 branch libraries; ser
vice to the general public; international ser
vice and cooperation.

As the sole legal deposit library in Japan, the 
National Diet Library’s resources are unique, 
with a comprehensive national coverage dat
ing back to the foundat ion of the Imperial Lib
rary in 1875. Because of its parliamentary 
function the collection is strong in law, eco
nomics and social sciences, both Japanese and 
international. Special collections of modern 
Japanese history in manuscript and unpub
lished source material and a microfilm archi
val project of unclassified documents of the 
Allied Powers, 1940-1951, are significant. 
Books about Japan by foreign authors have al
ways had high priority in aquisition policy, and
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It is seventeen years since, at the request of 
the council, I turned that editorial into a for
mal statement which was adopted in 1969. (1) 

‘The Australian Library Journal exists to 
promote the objects of the Library Associ
ation of Australia and to this end it endeav
ours to reflect and record the Australian 
library scene, to contribute to the solution 
of problems in the theory and practice of 
librarianship in Australia and in other 
countries.
It is concerned in these matters because it 
wishes both to inform librarians about cur
rent happenings and discussions and also to 
help students in their study of librarianship. 
It therefore seeks to publish
1. Articles contributing to the discussion 

and possible solution of problems in 
librarianship.

2. Articles recording or discussing the de
velopment of libraries and librarianship in 
Australia.

3. Articles on other subjects relevant to lib
rarianship, for example the book trade.

4. Information relevant to Australia on lib
rarianship in other countries.

5. News.
6. Official announcements by the Associ

ation and its subordinate bodies.
7. Correspondence.
8. Reviews of professional literature and re

view articles on such subjects as Austra
lian government publications.

Now that the Council has suggested that 
members will no longer receive the Associ
ation’s Journal as a right but will have to pay

separately for it, let us contemplate the rea
sons, apart from financial ones, for this 
decision.

For this purpose the important difference 
between 1969 and 1986 is InCite. It is an ex
cellent news sheet, because it is published so 
frequently, and it is the ideal vehicle for con
troversy, advertisements and notices of meet
ings. InCite grew out of the ALJ and 
Happenings, and was seen as fulfilling some of 
the Journal's functions and allowing the 
Journal to revert to a quarterly. It has ful
filled functions 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of those objects 
listed above.

While I have no wish to detract from the 
achievement of InCite it should be noted that 
it is produced by full-time paid staff of the 
Association, and, it is well planned and well 
printed — as it should be.

Certainly InCite reflects and records a good 
deal of the Australian library scene, encour
ages debate through correspondence and tells 
its readers how they can participate in their 
profession. But only the journals of the Asso
ciation fulfil the first three objects listed, and 
do we seriously think that InCite is appropri
ate to carry our whole image abroad? (Of 
course, that image is also conveyed by several 
journals, notably Australian Academic and 
Research Libraries.)

Nevertheless the ALJ is the only general 
journal on librarianship published in this 
country. It is the most available avenue of 
publication for Australian librarians (and that 
is important), and, together with InCite, it is 
the only thing that most members get for their 
subscriptions. Since the majority of members 
do not go to meetings, vote, or answer ques
tionnaires, it is the only continuing education 
t hat the Association provides for them.

By ceasing to provide the ALJ to members

That is why CLSTs automated library 
system is the most advanced in the world.

CLSI Australia is a leader in library 
automation, backed by the resources and 
research of CLSI worldwide to provide 
innovative solutions for public, academic 
and special libraries.

Library automation is our only business, 
so we know what we are talking about... 
which is why major Australian libraries are 
using CLSI’s systems.

The experience, service and benefits 
we offer, combined with our innovative 
features such as touch screens, mobile 
library radio data communications and 
CI) ROM interface, set the standard for 
the industry.

CLSI - your card to Library Automation.

CLSI CLSI (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 
275 Normanby Road, 
PORT MELBOURNE 3207 
Telephone: (03)6479780

unless they pay a separate subscription, tl 
Association will increase the unit, cost to tl 
Journal enormously, not only because mo 
people won’t want to pay extra (I for one sh; 
resent it bitterly), but also because the adve 
tising revenue will probably cease.

My judgement of the standing and the va 
ues of library associations in other countri< 
includes a good hard look at their public; 
tions. Once I was proud of the LAA an 
thought that it measured up very well with a 
excellent Handbook, the Australian Librar 
Journal, InCite and AARL. Today the Ham 
book has been reduced to a few pieces c 
ephemera, there is talk of putting the offiei; 
record of library school courses into a recrui 
ing pamphlet,, and, from among the many sei 
vices which the Association offers member 
for their subscriptions, the A LI is the one t 
be cut out.

Council heed 
Publications Board

I do not think that the Publications Board 
to blame for either the state of the Handboo 
or the idea of pricing the ALJ separately. Thi 
Board has produced some excellent public; 
tions, notably the Australian Librarian 
Manual (thanks to David .Jones). Why doesn 
the Council heed its own Publications Board?

It has been suggested to me that councillor 
do not defend the ALJ: do the objections t 
costing it separately come from others? If sc 
this is not really so surprising because th 
councillors are the gregarious workers for th 
Association: they belong to the minority — n< 
to the great majority for whom the LAA i 
only its publications and perhaps its protec 
tion of their professional credentials. In an 
case, the argument that many people do no 
read their ALJ is a strange argument for li 
brarians to espouse. If we applied it to ou 
book collections we would indeed provid 
very poor information.

If the membership renewal form gave me th 
choice of using my subscription to join a sec 
tion or group or receive the Australian Lib 
vary Journal I would certainly choose tin 
Journal. The only other choice that migh 
tempt me would be to get Australian Aca 
demic and Research Libraries instead.

But such a choice should not have to hi 
made. The ALJ is one of the most importan 
ways in which the LAA fulfils its reponsibilit; 
to improve the standards of Australian librar 
ianshp. Through it, every member has the on 
portunity to participate in the theories 
problems and experiments which Australiai 
librarians write about. If they don’t read it, o: 
don’t like it they can ignore it, or write letter! 
to the Editor, or send in better articles, or tn 
to take over as Editor. But at least their Asso 
ciation has not left them to starve.

... appoint an 
editor for the new 

_________ Journal..._______
Finally, let me make a prediction. The poll

cies which Council is endorsing may well meal 
the end of the ALJ. InCite is already gettinj 
latter: the day will come, a few years hence 
when someone will suggest that the Associ 
ation should publish a more scholarly journa 
and reduce InCite to the news, official an 
nouncements, correspondence, notices oj 
meetings etc. And the Council, after a coupl 
of years of arguing, will appoint an editor fo 
t he new Journal.

J.P. Whyt

(1) LAA Announcements ALJ VI8: 204, July 1909.


