
fcrt§80© 19 September 1986 Page 7

BUY
AUSTRALIAN?

/er the past few months much has been 
ritten about the ‘buy Australian books’ 
ovement which quite understandably has 
ceived considerable support from distribu- 
rs of so called Australian books. Publishers 
id librarians have had their parrying in 
int, and maybe a third viewpoint can be 
rown into the ring.
For the past ten years our efforts have been 
supply libraries with books, and in doing so, 
obably because we were the newcomer, we 
w the marketplace from an outsider’s view, 
braries had a choice. Buy from overseas or 
irchase locally — keep in mind that you had 
i pay 30% more if you purchased locally.
That is now considerably changed. Yes, 
Lere are more ‘Australian’ books on the mar- 
?t now but let’s be practical, we in Australia 
ive no chance of doing our own thing in 
imparison with the literary giants of Eng- 
nd or America. The difference-in the range 
'fered by Australian book wholesalers and 
le professional library suppliers in England, 
massive and as an Australian library sup- 

Lier, our job is to bring the best range to li- 
rarians for their choice, be what it may. 
verytime there is an Australian book of 
>me merit to that library service, provided 
le service has the funds to purchase the 
ook, it will be purchased.

How Australian are they?

Now to look at a couple of points of interest 
jgarding ‘Australian books’. How many of the 
)-called ‘Australian books’ are actually pro- 
uced in Australia? If we delete the work 
one in Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong and to 
smaller extent Japan, just how many totally 
ustralian books are there? Just check your 
tie pages and the story is self evident.
What about all the great ‘Aussie’ books 

rhich are exactly the same as overseas publi- 
ations with ‘Australian’ added to the title. 
List how Australian are they?
Next question is, why don’t these quality 
lustrated books get produced in Australia? 
/ould it be that Australian printers have to 
ay a duty on the paper, whereas to purchase 
ae complete book overseas attracts none? 
?ho is the government protecting? 1 would 
link that the Asian printers and binderies 
rould be laughing all the way to the bank. 
Maybe at this time one should point out the 

cene regarding book supply on the Austra- 
an market. If we are talking Australian, be 
enuine, just who owns a large proportion of 
tie wholesalers in Australia? Ask some of the 
ig names in book supply where do their 
rofits go? Just how much goes out of the 
ountry? Do you really think John Menzies 
rauld keep the James Bennett scene if it 
wasn’t doing all right out of it? Maybe Mr Cof
fey would like to tell us how much the parent 
ompany Hodder and Stoughton feel their 
Lustralian effort is worth to them? So, do we 
uy from Australian companies or from over- 
eas companies with an Australian front 
pard?
What can one say about the librarians who 

re involved in this scene?
The BIG, BIG cry is the shortage of funds to 
urchase books. There are many librarians 
rho respect their power' to purchase books 
nd who really seek out and demand the best 
alue for books. But what about the others? 
robably the biggest joke on librarians is the 
»ro forma’ method of selling ‘Australian 
Doks’ to librarians. Just take a look at it for a 
loment. Librarians give a golden handshake

to a supplier (we all know who the biggest 
supplier is, note I didn’t say Australian owned 
supplier), and in return have a permanent 
supply of books sent to them. The suppliers, 
full of gratitude for the golden egg which has 
dropped into their lap, offers, now look at 
this, not more discount for the golden egg, but 
less, a hell of a lot less discount than the 
majority of library suppliers are giving 
normally._________________________________

Your business is worth fighting 
for___________________________
For goodness sake get the message straight. 

Your business is worth fighting for. You can do 
a lot, lot better so don’t scream too much 
about shortages of funds when you are not 
buying at the right price. Many will jump up 
and cry ‘Service’ at this point, but are the 
other alternatives really worth 10% or more 
loss in buying power? When things are tough, 
one cannot forever hide behind the old ‘we’ve 
done it for years this way’. Modern manage
ment survives, the rest really do become 
losers.

Finally, how about a concerted effort to 
move governments to fund libraries correctly? 
For twelve months we have written to Mr 
Keating via Mr Barry Cohen, pointing out the 
problems in library funding.

You as an Australian, have every right to re
quest the government to support library ser
vices. Write a letter, get it signed by your staff, 
raise petitions for library users to sign. The old 
saying ‘the noisiest gets the most cake’ is so 
true, especially when it comes to the brittle 
exterior facade that our politicians like to 
have.

Librarians unite. If you don’t, you could be
come a thing of the past.

Brian Farrow Agency Pty Ltd 
Library Supplier to Australia

STOP THIEVING 
with

CHECKPOINT
We are dedicated 10 protecting a 

library’s assets. The Checkpoint system is 
Effective (reducing book losses by 80
98%), Simple, Reliable and Inexpensive.

With over 10,000 electronic detection 
systems installed worldwide this makes 
Checkpoint one of the leaders in the elec
tronic protection industry.

For further information: Checkpoint 
Australia P/L, 55 Townshend Street, 
Phillip ACT 2606 (062) 81 6940.

A whole new world of 
information — 

United States and 
International Patents

No one has more patent documentation on file than Research 
Publications. No one. And that’s important to know in this 
quickly changing world. Whether you read historical, recently 
published, or newly issued patent documents, we provide it all 
With access to documentation from patent issuing agencies 
around the world, we can get you exactly the information you 
need, whenever you need it. The ever-expanding universe of 
patents is easily accessible in your choice of archival-quality 
microfilm or in paper form. US Patents are also available on 
microfiche.

To keep current on the latest technological breakthroughs, The 
Official Gazette of the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, an updated weekly publication of abstracts by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office is available both on 
microfilm and microfiche.

Put a world of knowledge at your fingertips.

For more information on our complete line of patent products, 
contact:

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box 45
Reading RG1 8HF, England 
Telephone: 0734 583247 
Telex: 848336 NADL G 
Fax: 734-591325

IP RAPID PATENT SERVICE
P.O. Box 2527 Eads Station 
Arlington, VA22202, USA 
Telephone: 703 920-5050 
Telex: 892362 
Fax: 1-703-685-3987


