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Send form and remittance to: Margaret Russon,
SACAE Library Sturt Rd, Bedford Park 5042.

ORGANISATION
ADDRESS...........ccooeee

Q&A

Q: Where can you chat to Vincent
Serventy, have a drink with Kate
Grenville, listen to Gerard Windsor
and Robert Pullan and do your
Christmas shopping as well?

A At the NBC ‘Meet the Writers
Evening’! at the Journalists Club, 36
Chalmers St, Sydney on 5 November
1986 starting at 6.00pm. Cost: $7.50
per head, light refreshments will be
served and drinks will be available
from the bar.

Put the date in your diary and send
off your cheque to: Brenda Pittard,
NBC CI- 376 Jones St, Ultimo 2007.
For enquiries call Brenda on (02)
692 9233.

24 October 1986

SA STATE BUDGET AND
LIBRARIES

Disaster befell two special libraries in South
Australia’s State budget. The Education De-
partment Library, the largest library of its
type in Australia and the Lands Department
Library were axed as a cost saving measure.
Both Departments argued that these services
were becoming less relevant and stressed that
organisational change would maintain such
services in a different way.

It does suggest that smaller libraries need
to be on their mettle to continue to show that
their services are essential to their govern-
ment departments. American surveys have
shown that a 40% productivity drop can occur
if a special library closes and users have to
look elsewhere.

The Lands Department intends to merge
its collection with the larger Department of
Environment and Planning and suggests that
consideration may have to be given to build-
ing larger co-operative collections and ser-
vices to give special libraries more clout. A
merging of government departmental librar-
ies into a number of theme libraries may be a
solution.

The Education Department library closure
was part of a massive cut of central support
services to put more staff in front of the black-
board. The South Australian Branch pro-
voked public discussion on the issue in the
press and this appears to be leading to some
compromises. The Department has been at-
tacked by both parent and staff organisations
for the cuts.

Apart from these libraries, the State Li-
brary and public libraries had cutbacks in
their growth although in general terms exist-
ing services have been able to be maintained.

The most disappointing aspect of the cut to
the Public Library Development Programme
to build 99 libraries in 8 years, was that its
completion will now extend into a ninth year.
The proposed budget for new libraries was
halved leaving 10 Councils in the State still to
get services, six of which with major subsidies
required.

However, the recurrent subsidies to the
124 existing public libraries were maintained
and increased in line with inflation. South
Australia has a more complex formula for per
capita subsidy than the Eastern States, but
each service will receive approximately $6.05
per capita. This will ensure that all but 15 ser-
vices will receive full dollar for dollar subsidy.
A particularly pleasing part of the budget was
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the adjustment made to book subsidies b;
Treasury to take into account the fall in th
value of the dollar that occurred last yeai
However, with current trends we will be loo!
ing for a further adjustment next year.

The State Library also suffered as the Rel
erence Library did not get the expected fina
instalment in development funds for its col
lection that would have avoided using Trus
funds, as it has done for the past five years
and cuts were made to the Lending Service
staffing which has led to a slight curtailmen
of hours. However, Lending Services has bee:
re-organised and opened in a new location. |
is expected that this new venue together wit!
a new ‘trend-setting’ role that has been adop
ted for this service, will demonstrate to th
community that the State Library has to b
supported in the future. Reference Services i
also looking at entrepreneurial schemes t
keep it in the public eye as well.

In years of financial stringency, librarie
have got to demonstrate clearly that fundin
levels cannot be cut, because user needs ar
even greater at such times.

Euan Milk
SA, State Libraria

NEW AGREEMENT
ON SCIENTIFIC
JOURNALS

CSIRO announced recently that it will coi
tinue to publish the Australian Journals ¢
Scientific Research but will seek to put thei
on a sound commercial basis.

A proposed agreement between the O
ganisation and the Australian Academy (
Science involves a major marketing effort t
support the journals.

Published jointly with the Australia
Academy of Science, the journals cost aboi
$2 million to produce in 1985-86 and returne
almost $500,000 in revenue. They are als
used in an exchange program in whic
CSIRO receives publications from overset
institutions.

Mr Peter Dunstan, Director of CSIRO
Bureau of Information and Public Commun
cations, said the journals were a valuable «
source for Australia and CSIRO wanted |
continue publication but on the terms of th
proposed publication agreement. The maj(
elements of this are:

* universities and other user groups !
contribute towards the cost of public!
tion;

+ reducing typesetting and other costs;

* increased subscription revenue ar
guotation of overseas subscriptions i
United States dollars;

« the preparation of a positive marketir
plan involving more aggressive proim
tional support, a wider network of di
tributors, possible paid advertising ar
regular price reviews.

‘The journals have established in their 4i
year history an important place in Australia
science, Mr Dunstan said. ‘They are distril
uted to more than 120 countries and are hel
in high regard by the international scientif
community. The combination of more cos
effective production, increased revenue ar
contributions from the major beneficiaries
the journals on the user-pays principle is ¢:
pected to provide the stability necessary f(
the continuation and enhancement of tl
journals.

The publications involved are the Austra
ian Journals of Agricultural Research, Bi
logical Sciences, Botany, Chemistry, Marii
and Freshwater Research, Plant Physiolog
Physics, Soil Research, Zoology and Austra
ian Wildlife Research.



