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eople in Profile
— Bernice Burgess
irnice Burgess, the first President of the
iA TAFE Section, has been a member of the
uV for over 25 years.
After 6 years at Newcastle Public Library,
e joined the NSW Department of Technical
d Further Education (TAFE) in 1966 and has
en Librarian-in-Charge at Bankstown, a
nth-western suburb of Sydney, for the last 5
ars. She has been appointed by the Minister
Education in NSW to the College Commite as the elected representative of non
aching staff.
Since 1983 the pressures of students from
m-English speaking backgrounds (NESB),
eding both language skills and vocational
ucation, have increased dramatically at her
liege. In providing a library service to these
idents, Bernice has developed her interest
multicultural library services, which
immed from the direction she took in her
gree and her Adult Literacy course.
At this time the Department was developing
multicultural policy, so Bernice applied to
e Multicultural Education Unit for a re
arch project to enquire into library service
students of NESB in TAFE vocational
urses. (Report on the delivery of library serces to students of non-English speaking
ekgrounds enrolled in vocational courses in
lFE. Bankstown Technical College, 1984.)
‘ter that, the Unit invited her to take up a
month secondment to purchase resource
iterials in the field of multiculturalism for
e then proposed Multicultural Access Centre
d for libraries in the multiculturally ‘signifint’ colleges. Her bibliography, Multiculturism in TAFE: a resource list (Sydney: NSW

TAFE Multicultural Education Unit, 1983) was
issued in 1983 and has been used as a selec
tion aid by many college librarians. Bernice
has also organised ‘Cross-cultural communica
tion for librarians’, a staff development
course, and spoken at reader education work
shops for students of NESB.
Co-operation between libraries has been an
other of Bernice’s interests. As the first TAFE
Regional Librarian in the Illawarra she was a
member of a committee of librarians in the
area involved in the Library Technicians
Course held in Wollongong, a rationalisation of
serials holdings in the area and reciprocal bor
rowing arrangements. Her commitment to lib
rary services in TAFE colleges is demonstrated
by her role in the formation of ATLS — the
Association of TAFE Library Staff (NSW) and
the LAA TAFE Section. She has been Chair
person and now Secretary in the former and
was one of those who organised the petition
to have the TAFE National Section formed.
Bernice believes strongly that the library has
a contribution to make to the teaching
learning program of the college and enjoys
this educational aspect of library work. She
feels that librarians in TAFE can have a pos
itive impact on all students to enable them to
jump educational hurdles.
Bernice has a client-centred approach to lib
rary service, with the emphasis on communi
cation and personal relations skills.
She hopes to meet many LAA members at
the inaugural National Conference proposed
for Sydney in 1987 by the LAA TAFE Section.

roving Australians9
Best Book Award

Guidelines for the Young
Australians’ Best Book
Award (YABBA) 1986

ie Young Australians’ Best Book Award
ABBA) was launched on Sunday 27 October
85 and it is planned to announce the first
fard on the same day in 1986 — Universal
dldren’s Day. The scheme gives all young
ctorian readers the opportunity to nominate
e best Australian books they have read.
A short List of the most popular will be prered and one vote per child for the best book
the short list accepted up to 1 October

86.
After the vote count the winning book will
announced at a ceremony to honour its
thor. An Australian fiction book of any date,
one of 3 categories — picture story, junior
vel, senior novel — is eligible for the 1986
rard.
3ublicity material about YABBA, including
mination and voting forms, will be distribsd through book shops and school and publibraries. Enquiries to Beatrice Fincher,
lairman/Convener of the Young Australians’
st Book Award Council on (03) 861 9169.
The YABBA Council was formed of repreitatives of a number of Victorian organisons interested in the promotion of
istralian Children’s Literature, and childi’s reading, which have combined to sponr the award. They include LAA Vic. Schools
d Children’s Sectional Groups, School Lib“y Association of Victoria, Victorian Associon for tlhe teaching of English, Australian
ading Association (Melb.), Australian Bookilers’ Association (Vic.), National Book
uncil (Vic.) and a number of interested indiluals.

Sue Stenning

• Victorian readers from year 1 to year 9 at
school may each nominate one Australian
fiction book, and later lodge one vote.
• The Australian book nominated may be pic
ture story, junior fiction or senior fiction.
• Books accepted as Australian are those writ
ten in Australia, written overseas by Aus
tralians or with Australian themes or
content.
• Publications of any date may be nominated
for YABBA 1986.
• The published official form, or photocopies
of it must be used for all nominations.
• Each nomination must be countersigned by
an adult.
• May 1, 1986 is the closing date for nomina
tions.
• The voting list compiled from the nomina
tions and the voting papers will be distrib
uted in June 1986.
• October 1, 1986 is the closing date for votes.
• Awards will be made to the authors of the
winning books during the week October 20
27, 1986.

6th Australian Computer Show
Sydney 12-15 March
Complimentary Tickets
The 6th Australian Computer Show has provi
ded NSW Branch with complimentary tickets for
members. Here’s your opportunity to inspect all
the latest in microcomputers.
Please phone the LAA Office (692 9233) to
receive your free ticket.

Libraries
have
something
in common..

BOOK

The computerised
system for better
library management!

Flexible!

• Choice of hardware (IBM, NCR,
ICL, HP, DEC/VAX)
• Economical and practical for any
sized library (Public, School,
Academic, Special)
• Fully integrated and modular

Simple!

• Easy to operate - menu driven
• Training & installation included
• Comprehensive documentation

ReEable!

• Operating in over 35 libraries
• First installed in 1981

and Dynamic!

• Developed in Australia by
professional librarians
• Continual development and
refinement is guided by
35 user libraries
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PHONE:Adelaide: Mike Sly (08) 224 0100
Melbourne: Paul Anderson (03) 690 4788
Sydney: Kay Clarke (02) 4112455

STOWE
COMPUTING
AUSTRALIA
211 Flinders Street, Adelaide 5000 (08) 224 0100

