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Conserve them 
all my days
by Karl G. Schmude*

Many library administrators, especially in 
America, nourish the hope that optical disk 
technology will provide the principal means of 
preserving library materials — and in a com
pact format that will also curb the storage 
problem.

At this stage, however, the use of optical 
disk for conservation purposes is still experi
mental, and uncertainty surrounds the dura
bility of the image (particularly of printed as 
against graphic materials).

At present the conservation medium most 
widely adopted is microfilm. Despite the lack 
of user enthusiasm for this format, which re
lates to the difficulty of manipulating it as well 
as the cost and poor quality of reproduction, 
microfilm is being increasingly enlisted as the 
best means of saving deteriorated materials.

Major projects of a cooperative kind are now 
underway — for example, among the member 
institutions of the Research Libraries Group 
(RLG) in the United States — to produce a 
microfilm version of parts of various collec
tions. This activity is linked to a nationwide 
program of collection management, in that 
libraries are agreeing to engage in microfilm 
conversion projects in those subject areas 
where they possess recognised collection 
strengths. Thus, duplication of effort is mini
mised and progress is being made towards the 
conservation of the totality of bibliographical 
resources.

In time a similar program of collaboration is 
likely to be necessary among Australia’s major 
libraries, possibly using ABN as the mecha
nism of communication and control just as 
RLG members rely on the Research Libraries 
Information Network (RLIN) to regulate their 
conservation activities. By that stage optical 
disk may indeed have replaced microfilm as 
the main conservation medium. Nonetheless, 
many Australian libraries have growing col
lections of microfilm, particularly of news
paper runs, and may well desire access, as 
their own print collections decay, to the ex
panding body of microfilm masters in Ameri
can libraries.

Attention is therefore needed to the conser
vation aspects of these resources. How should 
microfilm reels be stored? What kind of access 
should be granted to them and how should 
they be used? What is the best cleaning 
method?

Various overseas libraries have formulated 
guidelines to the housing, handling and care of 
microforms. Most of the information applies to 
microfiche as well as microfilm, but the latter 
is preferred for conservation purposes be
cause of its higher resolution and greater com
pact storage. The guidelines typically cover 
such areas as environmental conditions, stor
age practices and handling methods.

A guide produced by one American aca
demic library recently came to this writer’s 
notice and contained the following kind of 
useful advice:

Lighting
General low intensity lighting is preferred, 
with use of ultra-violet filters if possible, 
and independently controlled task lighting 
at reader stations when possible.

Storage
Collections should be housed in fire-resist 
ant, non-corrosive metal cabinets shielde* 
from damp walls, sprinkler systems am 
other potential sources of water leaks. Th 
lowest shelf or drawer should be at least si 
inches off the ground. Microfilm should b 
wound with moderate tension on plasti 
reels and secured with acid-free paper tap* 
or ties (never rubber bands!). Reels shouli 
be stored in acid-free boxes to prevent tb 
migration of acid to the film.

Reading Equipment
Machines should be cleaned at least weekly 
Dust the screens, lens, glass plates/flats an< 
rollers with a soft brush or lintless cloth.

Such guidelines are an important addition t< 
any library’s housekeeping policies. They are 
however, in the area of preventative mainten 
ance rather than treatment, and do not ob 
viate the need for libraries to consult tb 
professional conservator when serious prob 
lems arise.

*Karl G. Schmude is University Librarian at th< 
University of New England in Armidale, NSW.

NEW FROM SACAE LIBRARY
Library Services in Distance Education: 
proceedings of a national seminar held 
22-23 August 1985 edited by John Gray 
$25. ISBN 0 909087 27 6.
From:

Library Publications
S.A. College of Advanced Education
Holbrooks Road
Underdale SA 5032

CONFIDENCE
Are you missing the confidence that comes from being well-informed? Biological 
Abstracts® (BA) is BIOSIS’ semi-monthly reference publication providing informative 
abstracts, in English, of current research from the biological and biomedical journal 
literature. It’s an invaluable tool providing:

• Comprehensive coverage of biological and biomedical literature in one source.

• Monitoring over 9,000 serial and non-serial publications worldwide.

• Approximately 235,000 items in 1986, alone.

• Four modes of access to the literature — Author, Biosystematic, Generic and Subject 
Indexes.

• Cumulative Index available as a separate subscription item.

Be confident — place your order for BA NOW. Contact BIOSIS Customer Services, 
2100 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1399, USA or call (215) 587-4800 worldwide; 
toll free (800) 523-4806 (USA except AK, HI, PA). Telex: 831739.

BIOSIS is a not-for-profit organization serving the biological community since 1926. Biological 
Abstracts is a registered trademark of BioSciences Information Service.

IN4851C




