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Defending the indefensible

Thank you Race Mathews (InCite 20 March
1987) for giving us your perspective of the
funding imbroglio in which Victorian public
libraries find themselves. Defending the inde-
fensible is not easy, is it? Robbing Peter (pub-
lic lending libraries) to pay Paul (State Li-
brary of Victoria) has yet to solve a problem.
Particularly when Peter does a different, al-

Lesson two. Those local authorities which
are contributing only a pittance to their li-
braries will not be bludgeoned into doing so
by the State Government abdicating its lead-
ership role. The consequence of libraries be-
coming the meat in a political sandwich is al-
ready undermining their key role in national
information provision.

Lesson three. You and your Ministerial
colleagues in other states should work with us
to educate Local and Commonwealth Govern-
ments to their responsibilities — but only,
please, in a context of sustained State Gov-
ernment support for libraries. It’s not as
though libraries consume more than a drop in
the State Government’s budget and who can
show any area of State Government expendi-
ture which has a better return for the people
of Victoria as a whole. Let’s try co-operation.
We both, after all, have a fundamental com-
mitment to a dynamic public library system to
sustain a productive, informed, educated and
democratic Australia. Haven’t we?

beit complementary, job to Paul. That’s lesson

number one. Alan Bundy
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THE INDEPENDENT: The only quality national newspaper to be launched in
Britain this century. The Independent was recently chosen as the
“Newspaper of the Year” by Granada Television’s “What the Papers Say”.

SPANISH CIVIL WAR COLLECTION: These materials were collected by the
Secretary to the Spanish Ambassador to the United States, Herbert
Southworth, during the Spanish Civil War. They present unique information
on a period in history when Spain claimed the attention of the world.

MARCEL DEKKER JOURNALS: 80 journals in the fields of science,
medicine and technology published by Marcel Dekker Inc since 1965. All
backfiles are complete and available.

MADDEN BALLADS: This collection compiled by Sir Frederick Madden is
currently housed in Cambridge University Library. It comprises 30,000
ballads and songs from the 18th and 19th centuries and presents a unique
opportunity of exploring English views and impressions during the period.

INVESTORS CHRONICLE: The Investors Chronicle has been the working
tool of the personal investor for over one hundred years. It provides an
insight into the workings of the Stock Exchange and world financial
markets.

PAPERS OF PANTON LESLIE AND CO: Panton Leslie and Company had a
virtual monopoly in trading with the American Indians of the Southeast,
particularly in Florida. The collection contains materials on American, British
and Spanish history during the late 18th and 19th centuries.

HISTORY OF EDUCATION: Based on the holdings of the Columbia
University Teachers College, Milbank Memorial Library, this microfiche
collection contains 9,000—12,000 treatises and general works on many
aspects of education.

For details and prices please contact:

research publications

PO Box 45 Reading RG1 8HF
Telephone: 0734-583247
Telex: 848336 RPL G

Supplemental Charter

The Note signed Jenny Adams, Director in In-
Cite, 3 April 1987, confirms my worries, does
not explain them away. She states ‘Council
decided . . . to seek a Supplemental Charter in
order to make the necessary changes to the
name, objects and other matters ... which
were decided on . .." but changes can only be
decided on with finality by the vote of the
membership.

The de facto implementation of any change
pre-empts the members’ decision, treating
them with (I am confident unintended) con-
tempt.

I am not arguing in this communication for
or against any of the contemplated changes.
The Association’s name is the particular mat-
ter on which I have observed misuse. The reg-
istration of the name Australian Library and
Information Association seems to be a cir-
cumvention of the Charter’s requirements,
and proper procedures must be followed in all
matters.

What’s the hurry? Why this behaviour?

Wilma Radford

Trading places

I write to support Wilma Radford’s views (In-
Cite 3 April |), and to express my dismay at
the suggestion that the LAA should ‘trade’ as
ALIA.

The LAA is not a slightly shady business
but a professional association. There was a
time when some of us rather hoped that it
also represented a scholarly and learned pro-
fession.

‘Trading’ is not the main business of our
Association - association is.

When the decision to alter the name has
been duly made and ratified we must of course
accept it, but let us make the changes accord-
ing to the charter and with dignity. For the
Council to seek ways around the charter
smacks of sharp practice and is unworthy of a
professional association.

Professor Jean P. Whyte
Chairman
Graduate School of Librarianship

Monash University

IFLA Priorities

I note with interest recent correspondence
from Marina Garlick and Barrie Mitcheson
regarding the Association’s priorities and ex-
penditure on IFLA.

I seem to recall that members were prom-
ised some 18 months ago an indication of the
projected expenditures and incomes from the
conference. If this has appeared, I have
missed it, seek Mr Mitcheson’s indulgence,
and ask him if he would not mind summar-
ising the Association’s expenditure hitherto,
including attendance at IFLA conferences,
and indicating from what heads in the Associ-
ation’s budget these expenditures have been
drawn.

Like Marina Garlick, my inquiry is pro-
voked by a growing sense of unease about the
Association’s priorities, particularly as they
relate to the Australian Library Journal,
since I am reliably informed that the decision
to curtail its distribution was based on econ-
omic premises.

John Levett
Editor
Australian Library Journal

Note: The decision to require members to sub-
scribe to ALJwas not based on economic premises
but rather on a desire expressed by a majority of
submissions to the Corporate Plan & Review Com-
mittee to have more flexibility in the membership
package.



